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BED of Sweet FLOWERS 


O R, 
JEWELS rox HEPHZI-BAH: 


CONTAINING 


I. Short MgepitaTions upon szLEOT Portions 
: of SCRIPTURE. 


II. LzTTzzs upon intereſting Subjects. 


III. Rau ARKs upon the CLovp that guided 
IsRAri, the MAN NA that fed 8 
the Rock that followed them, and the 
WarE R that flowed for them. 


By W. A. 


Tune children of the Bridegroom's ſafety conſiſteth in the SAa- 
viour's having hold of them, not on their hold of Him : 


nevertheleſs, thoſe whom JESUS bath hold of by ancient 


I ErxcT10Nn Love, ſhall, at the appointed time, take hold on 
Him with that faith, which is of the operation of the Loa 
the SrirIT. : 

Indulgent Parent! on thine IsxAzr pour 
Prolific dews, and ſweet refreſhing ſhow'rs 
And fire our hearts with pure ſeraphic love. 


And they ſhall be mine, faith the Lon p of boſts, in that day 


when I make up my jewels; and I will ſpare them as a mag. _ 


ſpareth his own fon that ſerveth him, Mal. iii. 17. 


His cheeks are as a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers : his lips like 


lilies, dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrh, Cant. v. 3. 


— pr 22 £ \ * K * 
: * 2 
2 7 4+ 3s = ey 
. ts} hs. ett. DIA S | P 
p - ö 4 
p 


— — — 


LONDON: 


Printed by W. Or Iven, at Ne x2, in Bartholomew-Cloſe : 


Sold dy the Au rnoOR, N* 16, Redcroſs. Street. 


_ 


M DCC LXXV 111. 


* | = 
be 1 


' 


4 
— 


o 


5 . 
Hogg! * 
- 


YL 


pr. 


TSA THE 


HONOUR and GLORY 


OF HIS ADORABLE 


S A TT a0 20 


AND PRECIOUS 


AE DD BS MM EM 


Ws» 


AD FF: HI 


COMFORT any EDIFICATION 
OF ALL THOSE 


M E MB E K 9g 


Qr HIS 


u rr 


IN THE MILITANT STATE, 


W. AUGUSTUS CLARKE, 


THEIR UNWORTHIEST SERVANT, 


HUMBLY DEDICATES THIS SMALL FRUIT 
OF HIS LABOURS. 


* 
1 
4 
— 
ww 


1 


— 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


3 


M R William Andrews, Wool wich. 
Mr William Ambroſe. 

Mr Alcock, ſen. 2 Books. 

Mr John Allen. 

Mrs Allen, Iſlington. 

Mr Walter Atkinſon. 

Mr John Aked. 

Mr Elizabeth Atwell, 

Mr Daniel Abbott. 

Mr William Andrews, 

Mr James Adams. 

Mr Richard Arnatt. 

Mr Andrews. 

Abram Atkins, Eſq; Clapham. 
Miſs Elizabeth Aubey. 


- * 
E ©. . 
A 1 2 
A e 
- * 5 * — 
- 0 = 


* , +# + : 


5 —ͤ—ñ—3 —_— —— ̃ — 2 
1 
- 


VI LIST or SUBSCRIBERS 


B. 


Mr Daniel Brown, Deptford. 

Mr John Boorne. 

Mr George Bennett. 

Mr Jobn Bennett. 

Mr Peter Brown. 

Mr Brown. 

Mr Thomas Buckney, 2 Books. 

Mr Brown. 

Mr William Banks. 

Mr Brownſon. 

Miſs Bridge. 

Mrs Margaret Bradſhaw. 

Mrs Ann Bond. 

Mr Williani Bull. 

Mr William Bowley. 

Mrs Britain. 

Mrs Bailey. 

Mr Buckwell. 

Mr Charles Braſſett. 

Mr William Battiſcomb. 

Mr Richard Barwiſe. 

Mrs Elizabeth Bull. 

Rev. Mr James Brown, of Potter's-ſtreet, 

. ſſ x. | 

Mr John Bulpit. 

Mr John Boorne, 


3 


; 
4 


LIST or SUBSCRIBERS. vin 


C. 
Mr Joſhua Cook. 


Mr William Cooper. 

Mr Coker, 

Mr Clare. | 

Mr William Cooper. 

Mr Collier. 

Rev. Mr Cromwell. 

Mrs Caſtwood. 

Mr William Caſtwood. 

Mr Robert Critchell. 

Mr Cake, 4 Books. 

Mr Crouch, 6 Books. 

Mr John Crich. 

Mr James Cleaton. 

William Cooper, M. D. 3 Books. 
Mrs Cox. f 

Mrs Chapman. 

Mr John Crethern. 

Mrs Cooper. 
Henry Clarke, M. A. 7 Books, 


D. 
Mrs Duiſs. 
Mr Durnford. 


Mr Day, 4 Books. 
Mr Charles Davis. 
Mc Dail. 


44 


V11I 


LIST or SUBSCRIBERS, 


Miſs Neomi Davis. 

Rev. Mr William Dowers. 

Mr Thomas Duncan, 

Mr James Dunton. 

Mr Alex. Duthie, Clapham, 2 Books. 
Miſs Danvers, b 


E. 
Mrs Eynon, 2 Books. 
Mr Edward Enſor. 

Mr Thomas Everſhed. 
Mr Richard Elliot. 

Mr Giles Eaſt, 2 Books, 
Mr John Egerton. 

Mr Joſeph Elliot. 

Mrs Martha Elard. 

Mr Elſton. 


F. 


Mr Thomas Farrington. 


Mrs Mary Foſett, 2 Books. 

Mr Franklin. 

Mr John Fellows, Author of Grace 
Triumphant. 

Mr Richard Furnivel. 

Mr Adam Freeman, 

Mr Chriſtopher Fowler. 


Mr Stephen Fletcher, 
Mrs F reeman. 


LIST ox SUBSCRIBERS. 


G. 
Mr Guiliford, 
Mrs Elizabeth Gregory, 
Mr Thomas Green, 2 Books, 
Mr John Gibſon. 
Mr Chriſtopher Gabriel. 
Mr Robert Gordge. 
Mrs Elizabeth Greenough. 
Mr Green, 
Mr John Gay, 
Rev. Mr Goodrick, Oakingham, 
Mr Thomas Gill. 
Mr William Gillman. 
Mr Samuel Gurrier, 
Mr Iſaac Gould, jun. 
Mrs Sarah Gould, 3 Books. 
Rev. Hugh Giles, Chenies. 


H 


Mr John Hawkins, 

Mr Hoar, 

Mr Higgins. 

Mr Hatt, 2 Books. 

Mr William Humphries, 
Mrs Mary Herbert, 2 Books. 
Rev. Mr Hutchings. 

Mr Jonathan Hillery. 

Rev. Mr Edward Hickman. 


Mr James Hunter, 
a 


x LIST or SUBSCRIBERS. 


Mrs Mary Haſtings. 
Mr Richard Hathaway. 


J. 
Mr Benjamin Jennings. 
Mrs Jennings. 
Mr John Jones. 


K. 
Miſs Suſanna Kellaway. 
Mr Thomas King. 


Mrs Martha Keene, Oxford, 3 Books. 
Rev. Mr Knott, Eythorn, Kent. 


L. 


Mr Charles Lockwood, 
Mr Jobn Lovewell. 
Mr Lawrence. 
Mrs Mary Loveleſs, 
Mr John Lethern. 
Mr John Larance, 
Mr Samuel Leacy, 
Mr John Lanthey. 
Rev. Mr Longfard, 
Mr Andrew Little. 
Mr Benjamin Laſt. 
Mr William Leach, 


M. 
Mr James Mills. 


LIST or SUBSCRIBERS. xt 


Mrs Mary Manners, 
Mr William Millgen. 
Mr William Medley, 
Mr William Moore. 
Mr George Mead, 
Mr Chriſtian Manley. 


N, 
Mr William Newell. 
Mr Jeremiah Negus. 
Mr Noel. 
Mr John Northey. 


O. 
Mr George Offor. 


P. 
Mrs Mary Pratt. 
Mr Thomas Perkins. 
Mr William Perry. 
Mr William Padmore. 
Mr Robert Purton. 
Mr Price. 
Mr Thomas Powell. 
Mrs Angelos Powell. 
Mr Prige, Ipſwich. 
Miſs Ruth Powell. 
Miſs Mary Pead. 
Mr John Parker, 
Mary Parr, 
Mr. Thomas Parr. 


x1: LIST or SUBSCRIBERS, 


Mrs Sarah Purnell, 
Mr Joſeph Price, 

Mr Edward Phibbim. 
Mrs Sarah Perkinſon. 


James Wyke Parrot, M. D. Braintree, 


. 
Rev. John Ryland, ſen, A. M. Nor- 


thampton. ä 
Mrs Elizabeth Robins 
Mr Reeves. 

Mr Stephen Reynolds. 
Mr George Rootſey. 
Mr Rutherford. 

Mrs Mary Reed. 
Mr Richard Rabbeth. 
Mr Leach Reading. 
Mr Charles Robins. 


Mr James Richardſon. 


8. 
Mr Charles Sinclair. 
Mr Searles. 
Mr Robert Smith. 
Mr John Savage. 
Mrs Mary Smallpiece. 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Sockitt. 
Mr George Scholey. 
Rev. Mr Stevens, Colcheſter. 
Joſeph Simmons, Eſq; 2 Books. 


LIST or SUBSCRIBERS, XIII 


Mrs Penelope Sharp, 4 Books. 
Mr Walter Strong. 

Mr William Steward, 

Mr George Short, 3 Books, 
Mrs Hannah Smith, 

Mr Sample, Olney. 


E © 
Mr John Thorne. 
Mr John Tyler. 


Mr John Tatterſell. 
Mr Twell. 


Rev. Mr Richard Teve, 7 Books. 
Mr John Terry. 


Mr David Taylor, 2 Books, 


V. 
Rev. Mr William Verney. 


W. 


Mr Wollaſtone. 
Miſs Wollaſtone. 
Mrs Wolfe, Dartford, 2 Books. 
Mr John Wellings, 2 Books. 
Mrs Mary Wild. 
3 Mr Chriſtopher Wren. 
4 | Mrs Mary White, 
3 Mr Witney. 
Mr Wilſon, 


xiv LIST or SUBSCRIBERS. 


Mr Wilcocks, 7. Books. 

Mr Wilton. 

Mr Williamſhurſt, Reading. 

Mr Wilkins. 

Mr George Wilſon. 

Mr Joſeph Withers. 

Mrs Ann Weeks. 

Joſhua Warne, Eſq; 

Mr William White. 

Mr Thomas Whitwood, Newbury. 
Mr Benjamin Whitwood, Newbu:y. 


F. 
Mr James Young. 


SHORT 


£ 
A 
1 

of 
1 
4 
* 


Ss KT 


MEDITATIONS 


O N 


SELECT PORTIONS 


O F 


SCRIPTUR E: 


OPTING 


The LoRD the SPIRIT will make them 
FLowERs of Sweetneſs to His SAinTSs. 


On me, dear Saviour, caſt a piteous eye, 

For Thee I mourn, to Thee my foul doth fly : 
O melt this frozen breaſt with flames of love! 
Then ſhall I ſweetly muſe on things above. 


My meditation of Him ſhall be feet: I will be glad in 
the Lord, Pſalm civ. 34. 
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CONGREGATIONAL 


CHURCH or CHRIST, 


NOW ASSEMBLINGCG IN 


REpcRoss-STREET, LONDON; 


Whereunto the Author of the enſuing 
doth bear the relation of a PasTox : 


Grace and Peace be multiplied through the 
knowledge of Gop the Father, in CHRIST 


the Mediator, by the SP1R1T of Wiſdom - 


and Revelation. 


Dearly Beloved in CarisT JEsus, 


2 DER the Levitical law, thoſe that 

could not bring coſtly ſacrifices to of- 
fer up unto God, were allowed to bring 
their turtle doves and young pigeons, and were 
accepted by him: — Thoſe that could neither 
bring gold, filk nor purple to the tabernacle, yet 


B did 


It did bring their goats hair, and badgers ſkins; 


| | Author freely acknowledges that he can neither 


xviit To THe Cnurcu or CHRIST, N 


| and thoſe were welcome ta the Lord. The 


carve, poliſh, or gild the temple with excellency of 
ſpeech, or enticing words of man's wiſdom; never 
theleſs, being fully perſuaded, that as the Lord 

accepted the intentions which he had put into the 

heart of David to build him atemple, he will ac- 

cept of the leaſt performance, if it ſpring and flow 

from pure love to him. The Perfian monarch 

was highly eſteemed for accepting a little water 

from the hand of a loving ſubject; and doth 

not precious Jeſus accept of the ſame ? He that 

ſhall give a cup of cold water to a diſciple, in 
the name of a diſciple, ſhall not loſe his re- 

ward *. Beloved, | confeſs I am a poor, un- 

worthy, weak, ſinful creature, and am conſcious 

that I am % than the leaſt of all ſaints; but in 

this I rejoice, namely, that | am a debtor, and 

that | live a deb:or, and ſhall die a debtor, yea, 

and be an eternal debtor to rich, free, and (o- 

vereign Gr«cr! One thing more I rejoice 
in, namely, that / have not ſhunned to declare 

unto you the whole counſel of Gid, (the whole 

doctrines 


* That is, a reward of tif tion in h's own breaſt, that 
the Lord ſhould make uſe of him as an infirument for the 


good of his p:ople, 
2 


ASSEMBLING IN REDCROSS-STREET, XIX 


doctrines of the Goſpel) according to that 
light and capacity, which God hath been 
pleaſed to beſtow on me. My great deſire is, 
that I may be helped to be faithful to my Lord, 
to his word and people, and to keep back no- 
thing that may under his Holy Spirit, be pro- 
fitable unto you. To this END, after frequent 
heſitations in my own breaſt, I yielded (in 
compliance with the repeated importunities of 
ſome profeſſing edification by and under my 
miniftry) to publiſh the following Meditations, 
Letters, &c. as they expreſs thoſe doctrines, 
which (through Grace) I have in ſame mea- 
ſure learned, and which 1 have maintained 
amongſt you: in the faith whereof | deſire to 
live and die, I hope you will bear with the 
plain ſtile wherein the following truths are de- 
livered to you; for I ama plain man, as Jacob 
was: therefore, in my public miniſtrations and 
writings, I deſire to ſet forth truth in as clear a 
light as J am capable, that if it may be the 
good pleaſure of the Lord, I may be underſtood 
by thoſe of the meaneſt capacity, rather than 
to attempt to court the vain applauſe of men 
with excellency of ſpeech, or enticing words of man's 
wiſdom, In the following I hope it will ap- 
pear to all thoſe whoſe ſcent is changed, that 
B 2 the- 


xx To rRHE Chung cH or CHRIST, 


the Author has been preſerved from fouling 
the waters with his feet, and from mixing for- 
bidden ſeed with the pure word of inſpiration, 
The Author, through ſpecial favor, has long 
fince been helped to put off with indignation 
his former garment of linen and woolen, and 
to greatly rejoice in that he was led by the kind 
hand of love into the wardrobe of KING 
Jzsvus, and had change of raiment given 
him, and put on him. His eye, in the fol- 
lowing, has been invariably fixed on the so- 
VEREIGNTY of JEHOVAH, in all his Divine 
PERsONs, and of that inſeparable connection 
of doctrine, experience, and holy obedience, 
which every true follower of the Lamb is, in 
a greater or leſſer degree, a WIT x ESS of. In 
the following there will be nothing palatable or 
pleaſing to the devotees or diſciples of AR Mi- 
NIUS, neither for their near relations the 
BaxTERIANs. The Arian, Socinian, and 
Antitrinitarian will have no love to the pro- 
ceeding, as the proper Divinity of Chriſt is 
maintained, His Atonement ſet forth, and the 
Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead acknow- 
ledged and adored. In ſhort, all thoſe who 
think lightly of the inwrouvght work of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and are ſtrangers to a holy life 


and 


* 


ASSEMBEING IN REDCROSS- STREET. XXI 


and converſation (which are the genuine ef- 
Y fects of Divine Grace) will have no love to the 
<= following work, but the wayfaring men (re- 
S deemed with the blood of the Lamb) though 
fools, ſhall not err therein, truth being pointed 
forth, although in a feeble way, 


1 And now, beloved in Jeſus, I commend you 
2 to God, and the word of his Grace, which' is 


J able to build you up, and to give you an inhe- 
4 ritance among all them that are ſanctified. 
1 So reſts, 

| 4 Your Brother, 

4A in the bonds of the Goſpel, 

b Redcroſs-ſtreet, | 

6 No 16, 

4 W. A. CLARKE, 


B 3 | A T A- 
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Meditation 


1. * ii. 7. J am the Roſe of Sharon, 

2. Cant. ii. . J am the Lily of the vallies. 

3. Cant. v. 16. Yea, He is altogether lovely, 

4. 2 Pet. i. 4. Whereby are given unto us ex- 
ceeding grea: and precious promiſes. 

5. Col. ii. 9. For in Him dwell:th the fulneſs 
of the Gedbead bodily. 

6. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. Be of one mind; live in 
peace; and the God of live and peace ſhall 
be with you. | 

7. Rev. xxii. 16. Tam the root and the offspring 
of David. 

8. Iſa. iv. 6. A covert from florm and from rain. 

9. Mic. vi. 9. Hear ye the rod, and wha hath 
appointed it, 


10. Ifa. 


A TaBLE of the IT ExXTs. XX11T 


Meditation 


10. Iſa. xliii. 25. J, even I am He that blottcth 
cut thy tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake, 
and will not remember thy ſins, 

11. Pſal. cxxxvi. 23. ho remembered us in 
our low eflate. 

12. Cant. ii. 16. My beloved is mine, and I 


am His. 

13. Hof. xiv. 5. I will be as the d.w unto 
Ifrael. 

14. Rev. xxii. 16. 1 am the bright and morn- 
ing ſtar. 


15. Iſa. xxviii. 16. Therefore, ſaith the Lird 
| God, behold, I lay in Zin, for a founda- 
1 tion, a flane, a tried flone, a precious cor- 
| ner ſtone, a ſure ſcundation. 

16. Pſal. xlii. 1. As the hart panteth after the 


q water-broaks, ſo panteih my ſoul after thee, 
O Ged! 


2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Although my hanſe be nat 
fo with God, yet he bath made with me an 
everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things 
and ſure : for this is all my ſalva:ion and all 
my defire, although he make it nit to grow, 
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A A N 


ECROSTIC 


W ASH my poor ſoul in thy moſt precious blood, 
I ncreaſe my faith, and bring me near to God; 
L et life divine inflame this worthleſs heart, 

L ord grant that I may ne'er from Thee depart. 
J] eſus, my Lord, on Thee may I depend; 

A Imighty God, Oh let thy grace deſcend ! 
M ake me to know and love Thee to the end. 


A h! Lord, Thou know'ſt this wretched heart of 


mine, 


Under the rod is ſubject to repine : 


U ſeful the ſtrokes, my ſoul ſhall then approve, 

S urely mine heart from Thee willne'er remove. 

T en thouſand thanks to Thee my ſoul would 
bring; 

U nlooſe my ſtammering tongue of Thee to ſing, 

S- aviour, of thy dear blood, which drew the 
Serpent's ſting. 


G ive me ſuch views of thy chaſtifing love, | 


C ome, deareſt Lord, come quickly from above ; 
L et all within me feel the power of love! 
A bounding grace! and glorious righteouſneſs! 
R edeeming blood! in theſe may I rejoice! 
K ing of thy ſaints! in me thy power dilplay, 

in . 
E mbrace my ſo | ip N % endleſs day 


30 
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MEDITATIONS, Ge. 


MEDITATION, + 


% £ „ 
CANT. ii. I. 


J am the Roſe of Sharon. 


HE Roſe has ever been celebrated as 
the glory of flowers, and favorite of the 
human ſpecies. The ancients crowned 

their prieſts with it for ſacrifice, and their own 
brows for feſtivity :—they ftrewed it upon the 
tombs of their heroes. Beds of Roſes were the 
luxuriant couches of repoſe of lovers, who ſlept 
encompaſſed with their ſweets, It was alſo a 
cuſtom amongſt the ancients for lovers to ſend 
chaplets of Roſes to each other, as tokens of 
their fidelity and oneneſs of affeCtion, 


The 


26 SHORT MEDITATIONS 


The rich profuſion of Roſes, in their differ- 
ent ſpecies, is truly wonderful, The Guelder 
Roſe is truly conſpicuous; its flowers are ex- 
tremely beautiful. The Double-Muſt Roſe ; 
its flowers are very numerous and perfectly 
white, and its ſcent redolent. The Hundred- 
leav'd Roſe is a moſt noble, beautiful, and fra- 
grant flower, which moſt writers have named 
with praiſe. The Pranefline Roſe is one of 
the moſt elegant ; the ſhrub ſpreads into nu- 
merous branches; its leaves are numerous and 
handſome, their colour a freſh green; the 
flowers are large, numerous, and extremely 
elegant; their colour a delicate mixture of red 
and white. But all the preceding beauties fall 
infinitely ſhort of the beauty, fragrancy and 
virtual uſes of SHARON's NATURAL Rost; 
becauſe this Roſe was ſingled out, above all 
Roſes in the world, by the HoLy Ghost, to 
be the roſy metaphor that Chriſt ſhould apply 
to himſelf, with J am the Roſe of Sharon, 
Sharon's natural Roſe was a Roſe of tranſcend- 
ent beauty, the prince of the roſy tribe; there- 
fore fitter to ſhadow forth the tranſcendent 
beauty of the Gop-Man, CHRIST Jesus, 


who is the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, the altogether 
lovely, the Lord of Life and Glory, the Prince of 


Peace, 


on ſelee? Portions of SCRIPTURE, 27 


Peace, fairer than the ſons of men. O that my 
ſoul may admire and adore the tranſcendent 
beauty of the Lorp Jesvs riſen from the 
dead ! who is the faireſt of ten thouſand fairs, 
a ſun amongſt ten thouſand beauteous flowers, 
The- natural Roſe of Sharon was a Roſe of 
tranſcendent fragrancy, beyond the fragrancy 
and ſweetneſs of all other Roſes: beſide, there 
was ſuch an odoriferous ſcent in the Sharon 
meads from the great number of thoſe kind 
of Roſes, as was not to be found in any other 
ſoil, but Sharon, in the whole world, But 
the fragrancy of Jeſus, the ſaints Roſe of Roſes, 
has all ſweetneſs in him; He ſcents the Sharon 
meads, the Holy Scriptures, and diffuſes his 
redolent odours throughout his whole church, 
militant and triumphant, 


O Sharon's fragrant Roſe! let me thy ſweetneſs 


prove; ale 2. 
Then ſhall I gaze on Thee with tears and love. 


The natural Roſe of Sharon had a tranſcend- 
ent bleſſing above all other Roſes in the world 
for beauty, fragrancy and virtue; and there- 
fore called by one the Roſe of bleſſinge. Sharon 
was eminently bleſſed with Roſes of the beſt 


production, in order to ſhadow out the glorious 
| ; Redeemer, 


28 SHORT MEDITATIONS 


Redeemer, who is the unſpeakable gift of God's 
tranſcendent bleſſing. 


Unfading bleſſings in Sharon's Roſe I view, 
Tranſcendent ſweets, and bleſſings ever new. 


Sharon's natural Roſe was peculiarly fitted to 

a place famous for flocks and herds *; for theſe 
were fed and overſeen in Sharon; and over the 
herds that fed in Sharon, was Shitrai the Sha- 
ronite and the inſpired prophet, with his eye 
upon the precious and glorious Goſpel, hath 
foretold ſome ſpiritual and myſtical application 
of this in a way of grace, by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to his ſpouſe and bride ; And Sharon ſhall 
be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor a place 
for the herds to lie down in, for my people that have 
fought me, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST is the 
Miſkon Roſe, or given Roſe, the Roſe of 
Roſes, given from the Father's boſom : For 
Ged ſo loved the world (that is, the elect world) 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
lafting life ! This beauteous Miſſion Roſe was 
alſo ſeat, or given, for a light to the Gentiles, 
that 

® Jeſus is a Roſe in all things fitted to his Church, as a 


Prophet, Piieft and King, to diſpenſe the excellency of his 
doctrine, with the ſtagrancy of his abounding grace. 


on ſelect Portions of SCRIPTURE. 29 


that thou mayeſi be my ſalvation unto the end of the 
earth, 

Precious IEsus is the Situation Roſe, and 
ſo placed by JEHovaHn the Father, as to be at 
all times near his lambs and ſheep; to diſpenſe 
the ſauour of his knowledge, or the ſweetneſs of 
his glorious perſon ; his matchleſs love, virtual 
blood and immaculate righteouſneſs, by the 
balmy, unfruſtrable influence of the HoLy 
SPIRIT, into the feeding paſtures and churches 
of his ſaints, where he maketh his flocks to reſt at 
noon. Sharon's natural Roſe was a Limitation 
Roſe, within the bounds of Canaan, and, in 
that land, within the lot of Judab. Chriſt 
Jeſus is a Limitation Roſe, within the lot of his 
inheritance, even his people, who are his por- 
tion, the jewels of his heart. The ſurpaſſing, 
beauty! tranſcendent excellencies! and unpa- 
ralleled ſweetneſs! The inconceivable love]! 
invaluable benefits! and efficacious virtues of 
atoning blood! with all the bleflings of the 
everlaſting covenant, (ſealed with hallowed 
blood on the ignominious croſs) are only un- 
veiled and belong to the Election of Grace. 

ADoREABLE JESUS is an EVERLASTING 
Ros; a ſuitable name for the Plant of re- 
nown, He is the Roſe from everlaſting, and 

will 
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will be a full-blown Roſe to everlaſting : no 
change this glorious Roſe can know ; its odours: 
are for ever new; everlaſting ſweetneſs ! ever- 
laſting bloſſings! everlaſting virtues ! everlaſt 
ing glories! are all in this tranſcendent, in- 
comparable Roſe, THE Rosy REDEEMER 
Jesvs is the ASCENSION Ros E, in the holy 
place, on the merey-ſeat. This Roſe was 
ſpoken of by David, and viewed by his eye of 
faith, with—Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt 
led captivity captive ; thou haſt received gifts for 
men; yea, for the rebellious alſe, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them. 

ALTOGETHER LOVELY JESUS is the Com- 
munion Roſe of ſaints, not only in common 
fragrancy by providential mercies, but in pe- 
culiar ſweetneſs and delight between himſclf 
and his Lily ſpouſe. This precious Rofe is 
the grand and only medium of communion, 
This Roſe is redolent to Jehovah the Father, 
and fragrant and delightful to all his ſaints. 
In this blooming Roſe the Father meets his 
choſen with complacency; and there I will 
meet with thee, and I will commune with thee, from 
above the mercy-ſeat, through the one Mediator, 
the Gop-Man, Chriſt Jeſus. O my ſoul! 
adore that grace which has enabled thee to cry, 

Truly 


* 
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Truly my fellowſhip is with the Father, through 
the tranſcendent Communion Roſe, the Lord 
Jesus CHRIST. | 

In Jeſus, the ſweet Sharon Roſe, there is a 
quickening virtue: for all the Elect who are 
ſtill dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, Jeſus is the ſpring 
of life ; he has life in himſelf; yea, he is life 
itſelf, and ſo can never die, We poor finful 
creatures are all by nature ſpiritually dead ; 
and though we have a natural life, whereby 
we are Capable of moving from one place to 
another, and converſing as men ; yet we have 
loſt that ſpiritual life, which did conſiſt in the 
rectitude of the ſoul, by the fall of Adam; in 
conſequence of which, we have now no more 
ability or inclination, while in this ſtate, to do 
any thing ſpiritually, than a dead man hath to 
perform any natural action. No ſooner did 
our common head violate his Maker's law, but 
ſpiritual death ſeized him, which death he hath 
conveyed to all his progeny : neither can we 
quicken ourſelves from it, any more than we 
can raiſe the ſleeping duſt to life, or turn baſe 
earth into ſterling coin: but the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, having life in himſelf, is able to quick- 
en all his choſen. Hence Chriſt is ſtiled a 
quickening ſpirit ; the fit Adam was made a liv- 


ang 
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ing ſoul, the laſl Adam a gquickening ſpirit. 
Chriſt quickeneth whom he will; (mark! whom 


he will !) if he but will it, we ſhall live; and 


he will will it to all that he has loved, and will 
will it at the appointed time; then will his 
wiſdom, love, and good-will to his elect ſaints 
appear, and they ſhall praiſe him. Chriſt can 
gquicken and will quicken all that the Father 
gave him: the hour is come already to many, 
and will come, and will not tarry, to all the 
objects of his choice ; Ferily, verily, I. ſay unto 
Jou, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
all hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
hear ſhall live, In quickening the dead there is 
a virtue in Chriſt Jeſus, beyond what is, or 
ever can be found in any earthly (although the 
moſt famed) phyſician. When a phyſician 
comes to a viſit a ſick patient, he conſults his 
diſeaſe, and preſcribes ſomething ſuitable to 


the diſtemper ; but if he finds the patient dead, 


he can do no more: but there is ſuch an in- 
valuable and powerful virtue in this wonderful 
Sharon Roſe, Chriſt Jeſus, that he can and does 
raiſe ſouls from à death ſin to a life of righ- 


teoufneſs, which all the called of Jeſus are wit- 
neſſes of. 


Again, 
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Again; in the incomparable Sharon Roſe, 
Jeſus, there is a virtue ſuited to inaQive and 
indiſpoſed ſouls. After a ſoul is regenerated 
by Divine Grace, how ſubject is it to ſlumber 
and ſleep! wiſe virgins have their lumbering 
and ſleeping times, and frequently have ſuch 
complaints as theſe ; I find ſuch dulneſs and 
a kind of deadneſs in my frame, that I know not 
what to do: I cannot omit hearing his pre- 
cious Goſpel, or reading his invaiuable word ; 
I cannot omit calling upon Jeſus, but alas! 
alas! I find myſelf ſo frozen and cold, that I 
am ready to faint in my mind, and with David 
do cry, Vill the Lord caſt off for ever? and will 
„be favorable no more? Is his mercy clean gone 
s. ever? Doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? 

Flath Ged forgotten to be gracious? Hath be in 

anger ſhut up his tender mercies? But, O be- 
loved, redeemed ſoul ! this is thy infirmity ; 
but the Holy Spirit will help thee to remem- 
ber the right hand of the moſt High, even his 
wonders of old both in providence and grace. 
Jeſus will return with his comforting preſence, 
and cauſe thee to feel a ſpring-tide of love in 
thy foul. Thy feeble hands ſhall be lifted up, 
and thy ſorrow be turned into joy. Thy Sa- 
viour will give unto thee beauty for aſhes, the 


C od 
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oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heavineſs. 

In Jeſus the Sharon Roſe, there is an en- 
lightening virtue ſuited to ele ſouls, who by 
nature are blind; for ye were ſome time dar ne, 
but now are ye light in the Lord. Chriſt ſetus 
is ſent to open blind eyes. Chriſt is the true 
light, that ligbteneth every man that cometh int9 
the world. He anointeth the eyes of his people 
with eye-falve, that they may ſee. 


In Jzsvus, this Ros E of SHARON, there is 
a precious and invaluable virtue ſuited to the 
Ele& in their filthy and polluted tate, Sin 
hath rendered us all as an unclean thing, by 
reaſon of which all our righteouſneſſes are as 
filthy rags: therefore, unleſs we be waſhed with 
the waſhing of regeneration, we ſhall never 
enter into the kingdom of God. Nothing 
that defileth can enter into the New Jeruſa- 
ſalem; only the pure in heart ſhall ſee God, 
But, O my ſoul ! this is a gladdening truth; 
namely, thou canſt not be ſo filthy, but that the 
blood of Jeſus can cleanſe: Thy Saviour's 
wounded heart is a ſountain opened for SIN and 


UNCLEANNESS; yea, the blood of Feſus Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all ſin. 


There 
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There is in Chriſt, this precious Sharon Roſe, 
a pardoning virtue, ſuited to ſouls under a deep 
ſenſe of guilt and condemnation. He who ſaid, 
Lo, I come died the juſt for the unjuſt; and, 
by bis invaluable and virtual blood, ſatisfied, 
and, in that ſatisfaCtion, glorified Divine Juſ- 
tice, becoming the ranſom for his people. 
He was the ram caught in the thicket of his 
people's fins ; in conſequence of which, He was 
wounded for cur tranſgreſſions, being conſtituted 
the fin and guilt of his choſen, and ſo blotted 
out the hand-writing of orcinances that was 
againſt us, which was contrary unto us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his croſs. 
O my Lord and Saviour! Jet vile, finful me 
find a pardon diſpenſed to my ſoul, $16NED 
and SEALED with thy precious BLooD. 
There is alſo a healing virtue in Chrift, this 
bleſſed Roſe of Sharon, ſuited unto wounded, 
ſick, and diſeaſed fouls. Many are the ſoul- 
ſickneſſes which the called of Jeſus labour un- 
cer: They are conſcious that in their nature 
there is no ſoundneſs ; the whole head is ſich, 
and the whale heart is faint ; from the ſole of the 
foot unto the head there is no ſoundneſs, but wounds, 
and bruijes, and putrifying ſores, Well, my 
foul; art thou one whoſe inward man is cor- 
C 2 rupt, 
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rupt, and impaired by diſeaſes? Do thy 
wounds ſtink? and art thou vile and loathſome 
in thy own fight? Well, there is healing vir- 
fue * in precious Chrift for thy ſoul, and 
will heal every ſickneſs and diſeaſe thou art la- 
bouring under. 

There is in Jeſus, this ſweet Roſe of Sha- 
ron, a comforting vir: ue for ſorrowful, dejected 
ſouls: He will comfort them that mourn with 
the conſolations of bis Spirit, which are neither 
few nor ſmall: He will appoint unto them that 
mourn in Sion, to give unto them beauty for aſhes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, Well, my ſoul ; 
art thou mourning like a dove ? Jeſus will put 
his left hand under thy head, and his right 
hand ſhall embrace thee, becauſe he hath loved 
thee; therefore ſhall the times of refreſhing 
come from his gracious and glorious preſence, 


Of all the flow'ry tribe that grows, 
There's none excels the Sharon's Roſe 
For beauty and for fragrancy, 

For ſweetneſs and tranſcendency. 


A Roſe 


® It is averred, that in Sharon's natural Roſe there is an 
excellent virtue, which will recover inward weakneſſes and de- 
ca uch a virtual Roſe is precious Chriſt, 


_—_ 
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A Roſe of bleſſings all divine, 

Of virtual uſes to the mind; 

A Roſe which ſhall the ſaints delight, 
Of lovely mixture, red and white. 


A Roſe which ſight gives to the blind, 
A Roſe redolent to the mind ; 
A Roſe that makes the dead alive, 


And do each drooping ſoul revive, 


A Roſe which helps the guilty ſoul, 


And makes the wounded conſcience whole ; 
A Roſe which ſtrengthens feeble lambs, 
And all the fickly fainting ones. 


A Roſe which feeds the hungry mind, 
And gives poor filthy ſouls to find 

Its roſy virtues to be pure, 

Which do the wounded conſcience cure, 


No Roſe like this, which bloom'd in blood, 
W hoſe virtues bring us near to God: t 
Bleſt Sharon's Roſe ! thy virtues may I prove, 
Redolent ſweetneſs in thy blooming love. 


8 2 ME D- 
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WEDITATION U. 


Sanni. 1. 
J am the Lily of the Vollies. 


17 has been the pleaſure of the dear Re- 


deemer to ſet himſelf forth unto his Spouſe 
and Bride by a great variety of pleaſant ex- 
preſſive metaphors, all being truly ſignificant, 
and affording infinite delight to the ſubjects of 
ſpecial favour. Amongſt the many metaphors 
the beautiful Lily is affixed next to the Roſe, 
Lilies are flowers in great eſteem for beauty, 
fragrancy, and medicinable virtues. The Su- 
perb Lily is a plant of extreme beauty, and 
truly worthy the notice of the curious; while 
in the bud they droop, and are a very beauti- 
ful and ſingular figure; its colour is an ele- 
gant whitiſh green, tipt at the point with a 
moſt glowing purple. The B:zantine Lily is a 
moſt elegant flower ; its colour a deep, bloody 
crimſon; its flowers are numerous, The 
ſcarlet Chalcedonian Lily, is a plant received 
from the Ea; its flowers are large and beau- 


tiful; in colour a high noble ſcarlet, The 
Bulli- 
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Bulbiferous Lily, its flowers are very large; in 
colour of a deep crimſon, mixed with a tinge 
ot orange: the ſpots of the petals are of a deep 
bloody colour, and there is a richneſs in the 
whole flower. The Guernſey Lily is not with- 


out its beauty: its colour is the moſt perfect 


16d, and is ſpangled all over, as it were, with 
gold; chis, with a deep red vein running along 
its middle, gives it a peculiar glory and ſplen- 
dor, when viewed in the ſun. The dotted 
Acadian Lilz—the Jacobæan Lily—the Striped 


Lil be Double White Lily, have all their beau- 


ties and virtual uſes. But the Perſian Lily of 
the Vallies excels in beauty, fragrancy and vir- 


tues, every other ſpecies of the Lily tribes; 
therefore, is ſingled out by Wisbom JEsus, 
to ſet forth his beauty, ſweetneſs and virtues 
to his Lily Spouſe and Bride. The glory and 
grandeur of this ſweet metaphor does not ap- 


pear in the Lilies of the Vallies in our Britiſh 


iſle, as it does in the Eaſtern countries T. The 
Perjian Valley Lily, I humbly think, is the 


Pz2ous lower which our Lord has compared 
himſelf unto, as the plains and vallies of Shu- 
ſhan abounded with Lilies of the beſt produc- 


C 4 tion, 


+ Our Britiſþ production of Lilies are of a more diminutive | 
nature, and leſs redolent than the Eaftern Valley Lilies, 
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tion, even as Sharon did with Roſes; therefore 
the Lily of the Vallies is next in beauty, fra- 
grancy and virtues to the Queen of Flowers, 
namely, Sharon's admirable Roſe, The natu- 
ral Lily of the Valles i is a flower of perfection, 
its leaves being ſix, and its petals ſeven, both 
being numbers of perfection, as in Exod. xxviii. 
10. 2 F their names on one ſtone, &c. Solo- 
mon's royal throne had fix ſteps, &c. Exel. 
xli. 5. he meaſured the wall of the houfe fix cu- 
bits. Tech. iv. 2. And, behold, a candleftick all 
of gold, with a biwl upon the top of it, and his 
ſeven lamps thereon, and ſeven pipes to the ſeven 
lamps. Precious Chriſt is a Lily of perfection, 
of beauty, the brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon; for in him 
dwelleth all the fulneſi of the Godhead bodily ; in 
whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 

Knowledge. 2 
The natural Lily of the Vallies is a flower 
of great beauty; its form is of the bell kind, 
and hangs gracefully pendent, hiding, as it 
were, its inward beauty from the eye, Hence 
the lowly Lily, Jeſus, is a flower of infinite 
beauty, fairer than the children of men; yea, 
faith the Spouſe, He is altogether lovely; He is 
white and ruddy, the chieſgſi among ten thouſand. 1 
The Lily flowers being of the bell kind, may be 
conſidered i 
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conſidered as having ſome alluſion to thoſe 
muſical bells that were mixed with pomegranates 
round about the hem of Aaron's curious ephod, 
&« Hence,” as one has ſaid, ** the name of Jeſus 
is honey in the mouth, muſic in the ears, a ju- 
bile in the heart, a flower of delight, a whole 
paradiſe of pleaſures.” The petals of the Lily 
are all of a gold colour, which may be con- 
ſidered as emblematic of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the Prince of peace, and glorious King of all 
his ſaints ; of whom it is ſaid in prophecy, and 
He ſhall live, and to Him ſhall be given of the 
gold of Sheba. Moreover, in the baſe of each 
petal is a hollow, in which is lodged a drop of 
honey- juice. This alſo I view as emblematic 
of all the exceeding great and precious pro- 
mifes, which are all in precious Chriſt, and are 
filled with the honey-juice of love, mercy and 
goodneſs, which drop into the hearts of poor 
ſinners, at the times appointed by infinite wiſ- 


dom. | | 
The natural Lily of the Valkes is more fra- 
grant than all other Lilies; its ſavor is ſo 
ſweetly ſtrong, that men's ſenſes are eaſily 
overcome by it. Adorable and precious Jeſus 
is a Lily that has all ſweet odours in it: the 


language of the Spouſe is, His mouth is mof# 
ſweet ; 
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ſweet; His fruit was ſweet to my taſte ; a bundle 
of myrrh is my well-bolsved unto me; His cheeks 
are as a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers ; His lips 
Lhe Lilies dropping ſweet /melling myrrh, 

The natural Lily of tie Valli is a flower 
that hath great virtues, good for many bodily 
diſtempers and weakneſſes: it is faid to be a 
great compoſer of the mind, a ſtrengthener of 


the nerves. Jeſus, the great phyſician, is a 
Lily that hath all medicinal virtues in him, 


ſuited to every ſoul-diſeaſe and ſickneſs, He 
cures the wounded conſcience, and miniſters 
releaſe to the guilty ſoul: He calms the tem- i 
peſtuous breaſt, and ſlills the troubled mind, 
and wonderfully ſtrengthens the nerves of faith. MM 
O my ſoul, there is not a diſeaſe or a complaint 
which thou findeſt thyſelf to be the ſubject of, 
but what there is virtual power and balmy me- 


dicine in thy Lily Saviour to cure all thy ma- 
ladies and ſickneſs ! 42. 


The natural Lily of the Vallies is a very 
tender flower.,—Such a Lily is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt: He is the boſom Lily of the Father; 
he was by him, as one brought up with him; 
and was daily his delight, rejoicing always be- 
"fore him; his beloved Son, in whom he is well 
Pleafed, Jeſus is a tender Lily to his people; 
| | | for 
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for in his love and in his pity he red-emed them, 
and he bare them and carried them all the days of 
old. he gathers the lambs with his arm, and car- 
ries them in his beſom, and g-nily leads thoſe that 
are with young. Chriſt Jeſus, emphatically, is 
1 the Lily of the Vallies; not of the Valley, but 
9 Vallies; for Jeſus, in his humble ſtate, was in 
$ many Vallies. Hence we find Paul appealing 
to the church at Corinth with, Ye know the grace 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that though he was 
rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, that ye 
through his. poverty might be rich. Jeſus was 
J planted in the Vallies of unparalleled ſufferings 
3 and humiliation 3 in which Vallies many were 
FE aſtoniſhed at him, as his viſage was ſo marred, 
more than any man, and his form more than the 
ſons of men. In which Vallies alſo the Lord 
laid m him the. iniquity of all his Ele& ; when he 
was oppreſſed and aſſlicted, yet he opened not his 
m:uth, In the Valley of his humble life he lard 
aſide his garments, and took a towel and girded 
himſelf : Afier that he poureth water into a baſon, 
and began to waſh the diſciples feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel wherewith he was girded; 
in order to teach his Lily ſaints the invaluable 


leſion of unfeigned humility, 


44 SHORT MEDITATIONS 
The immaculate Lily, Jeſus, is alſo the Lily 


of his Valley Churches, which grow in the 


bottom like the myrtle grove: in theſe Vallies 
Chriſt ſendeth forth his redolent ſweets, and 
comes down, by the power of his Spirit, into 
the midſt of them, as Beds Lilies, and enables 
his people to ſay, I am my beloved's, and my be- 
loved is mine He feedeth among the Lilies. For 
the almighty and glorious Redeemer, who is 
the Lily of the Valliee; puts a Lily beauty and 
Lily ſweetneſs in and on all his called Chil- 
dren ; hence are they called Beds of Lilies, 
O my once lowly, but now exalted Saviour 
enable me to contemplate thy wonderful and 
glorious perfection, as the Lily of the Vallies 
— as a Lily of unſullied beauty—as a Lily of 
inexpreſſible ſweetneſs and tranſporting odours 
—as a Lily of invaluable virtues : —then will 


my mouth of faith be ſweetened, my heart be 


ſatisfied, and all my inward powers be re- 
vived. 


Next unto Sharon's royal Roſe 
The humble perfect Lily grows, 
A flow'r of fragrance ſweet ; 

A flow'r redolent to the mind, 
W hoſe virtual uſes all are kind, 


With bleſſings quite replete. 
; 2 That 
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That perfect flow'r is Chriſt my God, 
Whoſe beauteous white was dy'd in blood 
Under the wrath divine 
That virtues ſweet might freely come, 


And odours of a rich perfume, 
To Lilies in Election's line. 


MEDITATION IL 


CANT. v. 16. 
Yea, He is altogether lovely, 


UCH is the love and lovelineſs of the re- 
deeming Bridegroom, that if I had the 
tongue of men and angels, both would fail in 
attempting to ſet forth his lovelineſs; yea, at 
times I am afraid left I ſhould darken his glory 
inſtead of diſplaying it. This I am confident 
of, He is the wonder and glory of all the call- 
ed Elect in this militant ſtate, and the wonder 
and delight of all the Church triumphant, and 
of all the angelic Hoſt which furround his 
throne, O my ſoul ! doſt thou deſire dignity _ 
and greatneſs? for this, then, none like pte- 
cious Jeſus; not one ſo great, ſo glorious 
He. 
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He. Behold him as to his wonderful deſcent ; 
He came forth as the Eternal Son of the Eter- 
nal Father. Behold him in his perſon; and 
thou wilt ſee nothing but incomprehenſible 
| greatneſs, and awful majeſty in Him. He is 

-the Glory-Man, the God-Man, Chriſt Jeſus ! 
and has all the excellencies of both natures in 
one Perſon: He is Emmanuel, God with us; 
that is, God in our nature. He is God; the 
true God; the great God; the mighty God; 
God over all, or the moſt high God; having 
the ſame eſſence and eſſential perfections in 
Him, that the Almighty Father hath in Him. 
If thou beholdeſt Jeſus in his office- relation, it 
is truly wonderful and great: He is a great and 


glorious King, even King of ſaints; King of 1 


nations; King of glory; He is the fellow of 
the Lord of Hoſts; in all things he has the 
pre-eminence; His dominion is over univerſal 
nature, and over the whole hierarchy of hea- 
ven: Hence it is ſaid, Let all the angels of God 
worſhip Him. O my ſoul, admire with infi- 
nite delight the Saviour, who is glorious in 
and on his throne! glorious in his ſcepter of 
love and righteouſneſs! glorious in the abound- 
ing and ſuperaboundings of his grace! glorious 
in his going forth in a way of providence ! glo- 
X rious 
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rious in his attendants! as thouſands of angels, 
yea, ten thouſand times ten thouſand angels 
miniſter unto Him. 

Doſt thou, my ſou!, defire riches? Well, 
there is invaluable riches in precious Jeſus; 
Riches and honour are with me, ſaith Chriſt; yea, 
and his riches are ſpiritual riches, treaſures in 
heaven; riches of love! life] pardon and ſweet 
peace]! riches of wondrous grace | immaculate 
= righteouſneſs and everlaſting ſalvation ! riches 


of crowns of righteouſneſs, and unfading and 
eternal glory! 


T he riches of Jeſus are laſting and durable ; 
Riches and honour are with me, yea, durable 
riches and righteouſneſs, The Redeemer's 
riches are infinite, boundleſs, and unſearchable ! 


43 To me, ſays one of the heralds of Jeſus, is given 
b preach the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. All 
due treaſures of heaven and earth are his: He 


has all fulneſs dwelling in Him: Jeſus has 
enough to ſupply all thy wants, and to ſatisfy 
all thy longing defires : Thy Saviour is full of 
| grace; - with Him is the fountain of life, and 
E- with Him is plenteous redemption. 
O my ſoul! doſt thou want wiſdom and 
knowledge? Precious Chriſt is made unte thee 
wiſdom ; He is the wiſdom of God, and the power 


of 
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of God; yea, in Him are hid all the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge. Jeſus! He knows all 
perſons and all things; He knows the mind 
and will of the Father; the Father loveth the 
Son, and fheweth Him whatſoever he dith, The 
Lord Jeſus ! He hath a perfect knowledge of 
thy ſtate; He knoweth the variation of thy 
frame; all thy ways and thy wants, all thy 
burdens and fiery trials, yea, every ftorm and i 
tempeſt of thy ſoul: Surely, in this reſpec, 
He is altogether lovely. He knows how to pro- 
mote thy ſpiritual welfare, and his own glory; 
and how to ſupport and defend thee in all thy 
tribulations and ſufferings, and comfort thee 


in all thy caſtings down; for his heart is all 


tenderneſs, and the ſounding of bis dowes are 
ever towards thee. 

O my ſoul ! doſt thou deſire beauty ? Thy 
Jeſus is a matchleſs beauty, yea, He is alto- 
gether lavely. As the perfection of beauty, His 
beauty infinitely ſurpaſſes both angels and 
men. It was ſaid of David that he was ruddy, 
and of a beautiful countenance ; and of Moſes that 
be was exceeding fair. But their'beauty was as 


nothing to the tranſcendent beauty of adorable 


and piecious Jeſus: the enamoured bride ſays 
of Chriſt, iy beloved is white and ruddy, the 


chiefeſt 
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chieſaſt of ten thouſand * ; beauty in perfection, or 
the perfection of . In ſhort, there is no 
end of his amiableneſs and beauty; all in Him 
is lovely, neither is there any thing lovely but 
what is in Him. O what ſoul-raviſhing ex- 
cellencies! what heart-endearing beauties are 
there in the perſon of thy Wel]-beloved! May 
this heart of mine ſweetly be allured and tranſ- 
portingly enamoured with thy ſurpaſſing beau- 
ties from time to time, while I am continued 
in this howling wilderneſs! 


The lovelineſs of Chriſt my Lord 
With joy I do behold; 

His love I ſee in ſtreaming blood, 
His love can ne'er be told. 


All over lovely is my Saviour God, bes, 


No other love ſo dear; 


His love I view in ſacred drops of blood, I 


His boundleſs love revere. 


dad 


* Contemplative Rutherford, when ſpeaking of Jeſus, ſaid, 
O fair ſun, and fair moon, and fair ſtars, and fair flowers, 
and fair roſes, and fair lilies! but O ten thouſand thouſand 
times fairer Lord jeſus!'“ © Alas! I nave wronged Him, 
ſays he, © in making the compar.ſon this way: O black fun 
and moon! but O fair Lord Jeſus! O black flowers, and 
black lilies and roſes! but O fair Lord ſefus!“ &%c, 
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b Lovely in all bis works and ways, 
Lovely to angels bright; 
His lovelineſs his children praiſe 


Wich infinite delight. 


MEDITATION iv. 


2 PETER i. 4. 


Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promiſes, 


HE adorable JEHovan Jesvs is the ori- 
ginal fountain and ſpring from whence 

the precious Promiſes low. The freedom. of 
the Promiſes are beautifully held forth in theſe 
melodious words, whereby are given; which 
ſpeaketh this, that the Promiſes are free dona- 
tions, flowing only from JeHovan's GOOD 
PLEASURE, Their unchangeableneſs is alſo 
held forth in that ſweet word given; the gifts 
and calling of God being without repentance. 
The Promiſes are likewiſe exceeding great, in 
reſpect of the great and wonderful things that 
are contained in them. They are alſo precious, 
as they are yea and amen in a precious Saviour: 
Precious, as they are admirably adapted to ani- 
mate, 
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mate, comfort, and ſupport the ſaints under all 
their trials, ſorrows, afflictions and tribulations, 
—O my ſoul ! there is not a mercy which thou 
receiveth from thy Covenant-God and Father, 
but what freely. cometh unto thee through a 
ſweet and precious Promiſe in thy pREc1ous 
JesUs. O how ſweet and ſoul-refreſhing is a 
Promiſe, when brought in and applied to the 
ciftrefled conſcience, bleeding heart, or wound- 
ed ſpirit; by the balmy power and benign in- 
fluence of the Lokp THe SPIRIT I O my 
ſoul, ponder and ruminate on the precious 
cluſter of Free Grace Promiſes! They are all 
thine in-a BLESSED and PRECIOUS IEsus, and 
all come to thee from the mountains of myrrh, 
perfumed with love, and will prove to thee as 
ſprings of water, whoſe waters fail not: 


Come Holy Ghoſt, my ſoul inflame 
With raptures ſweet to Jeſu's name, 
My Saviour and my Love] 
In whom hid the promis'd grace, 
To help my ſoul in ev'ry caſe ; 
Its greatneſs let me prove! 


All the Promiſes point to precious Chriſt ; 
they lead to Jeſus; they hang upon Chriſt ; 
D 2 All 
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All the Premiſes are laid up as jewels in the 
dear Emmanuel, the golden cabinet of glory 
and eternity, 


E@EDITDTATION V. 


COL, ii. 19. 


For in Him dwelleth the fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily, 


F all Fulneſe, divine and heavenly Ful- 
neſs is the moſt glorious and precious; 
the nearer any ſoul cometh unto the LoRp 
Jzesus CHRIST, the more it participates of 
his Fulneſs. 
There is a Fulneſs of light in the ſun that 
rules the day; a Fulneſs of water in the great 
ocean ;—there is a Fulneſs of wiſdom, holineſs 


and ftrength in the angels of God; a Fulneſs 


of riches in the earth; The earth (faith the 
ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael) is full of thy riches, ſ⸗ 
is the great and wide ſea, wherein are things in- 
numerable, both ſmall and great beaſts: yet all 
this F ulneſs, in compariſon of the Saviour's 


Fulneſs, i as no Fulneſs: we may ſay, as Gi- 
deon 
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deon once ſaid of the vintage of Abiezer, the 
gleanings of Ephraim are better than the vintage of 
Abiezer ; ſo the ſmalleſt gathering by the hand 
of Faith out of the Fulneſs of CHRIST Jesvs, 
is ten thouſand times more ſatisfactory, more 
permanent, than the greateſt vintage of the 
world, This is a Fulneſs aſſimilating into the 
likeneſs of God, and endearing IEHOVAH to 
us in all his adorable PE RSONS; alluring us to 
heavenly and ſweet communion with our Fa- 
ther, with our Jeſus, through the Lord the 
Spirit, O my foul! in thy Jeſus are fountains 
of pure living water to refreſh thee when thou 
art weary,” and to ſatisfy thy thirſt: in thy 
Chriſt all virtual medicine to heal thy breach- 
es, and to eaſe and cure the wounds of thy 
conſcience: in thy Lord and Saviour meet all 
perfections, as of beams in one ſun, and lines 


in one center, and rivers in one ocean. O 


my Lord | help me momentarily to receive out 
of thine infinite incomprehenſtble Fulnefs, 
that I may glority Thee in my body and ſoul, 
which are thine | 


All fulneſs dwells in Chriſt my Lord, 
My father's fellow and the Word, 
Made fleſh and fin for me: | 

D 3 Fiulneſs 
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Fulneſs of love was in his heart, 
Fully to ſuffer my deſert 
On horrid Calvary. 


Fulneſs of power and virtual blood 
In Chriſt my Saviour and my God, 
To ſtanch my iſſue, fin : 
To fave my ſoul from Satan's pow'r, 
That I, through grace, may Him adore, 
And boundleſs goodneſs ſing. 
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MEDITATION VI. 


2 Cor. xiii. 11. 


Be of one mind; live in peace; and the God of 
love and peace ſhall be with you. 


PHE branches growing on this tree, the 


ſtreams iſſuing from this fountain, are 

many, which, under Divine influence, will 

4 feed and nouriſh the lambs and ſheep of Chriſt 
| with ſweet pleaſure and conſolation. ' In every 
= communion, be it ever ſo entire, ever ſo firm 
or delightful, yet at length there comes a ſe- 
paration ;. the fellowſhip which is moſt inti- 

mate bath the cords and chains thereof at 
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length diſſolved: but communion with God is 
ever'aſting; to which intranſmutable bleſſing 
and privilege, all the veſſels of mercy were 
PREDESTINATED IN ANCIENT SETTLE“.· 
MENTS, when they were put into the hands 
and heart of Wispom Jxsus. O glorious 
ſtate! O cloudleſs day of perfect viſion and 
uninterrupted, unchangeable communion ! — 

Communion on earth is tranſitory ; our condi- 
tion is ſubje& to continual viciſſitudes. Abra- 
ham and Lot ſweetly conmuned together for 


many days, yet at length they parted; their 
ſubſtance was ſo great, that they could n:t 


dwell together, David and Jonathan's com- 
munion with each other was truly pleaſant; 
their love was wonder ful, paſſing the laue of wo- 
men; yet, by a ſhaft in the day of batile, lovely 
Jonathan was lain, and their ſweet fellowſhip 
was ended, Death diſſolveth all human com- 
munion. Communion with our Coveninte, . 
God and Father, in and through Chriſt! Ja, 


is our ſopreme and choiceſt ed, The baten ; 


neſs of a child ſtands in having communion with 
his tather, ſo doth the comtort of a ſubject a 


grace in having communion with JEHOVan 
Jesvs, as his Father and heavenly Bridegroom. 


Communjon with our Jeſus will Encourage us 
D 4 againſt 
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againſt all fears, comfort us in the midſt of all 
forrows, ſuſtain us under all diſtreſſes, calm us 
under all croſſes, and reconcile us to all provi- 
dences; in ſhort, make us content in whatever 
ſtation Wiſdom hath fixed us in. 

O may the Lord the Spirit daily lead us to 
our heavenly Father, through our adorable Me- 
DIATOR JESsUs, that we may experience the 
ſweets of precious communion ! Then ſhall 
our redeemed fouls fiducially cry, Truly our fel- 
lotuſbip is with the Father, and with his Sen Je- 


ſus Chriſt. 


Communion with my Father God, 

Through Chriſt my interceding Lord, 
Upon the MERCY-SEAT, 

Is ſweet to ſouls redeem'd with blood, 

Who know the virtue of that flood, 
With bleſſings ſo replete. 


I cannot ſee my Father's face 
With glowing love and confidence, 
But under blood divine: 


Communion's held no other way, 
But through the crimſon hallow'd ſea, 
Through which my God is mine. 


MEDI. 
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MEDITATION Vl. 


RE v. xxii. 16. | 
J am the root and the offspring of David, 


HE Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſent his angel to 

teſtify many things of a wonderful and 
elorious nature unto his Churches, and in 
theſe words tells them what He is. Chrift is 
the Root of David, as He is Jehovah in his di- 
vine nature: He is the Offspring of David, as 
He is man. A Root is a thing hidden in the 
earth, ſecret and not viſible to our natural eye: 
ſo is the Lord Jeſus in his divine nature ; that is 
a ſecret thing: He is the inviſible God. The 
holy angels are not ſeen ; the ſouls of men are 
not ſeen; and the Godhead of Jeſus was not 
ſeen; it was hid under his human nature; and 
the Saviour's human nature, as man, was a 
hidden thing: He was in the world, and the world 
was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. 
The world did not know Him to be Shiloh, or 
Root of David; theſe things will they ds unto thee, 
becauſe they have not known the Father nor me; 
as He ſaith of the Spirit, J/hom the world can- 


not receive, becauſe it ſeeth Him not, neither know- 
| eth 
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eth Him. The carnal world did not ſeek the 
Holy Spirit, nor know the Lord the Comforter; 
ſo the world did not know precious Jeſus, nor 
why his human nature was hidden under un- 
paralleled afflictions, under meanneſs, ſcorn, 
reproach, poverty and contempt ; ſo that, in 
theſe reſpects He was a hidden Root in the 
earth, The divine Redeemer is the Root of 
Nature and of Grace, yea, and of Glory too. 
A Root hath life in it; ſo in Jehovah Jeſus 
there is life : as the Father hath life in Himſelf, 
ſo hath He given to the Son to have life in 
Himſelf; in Him was /ight, and that light was 
the life of men. he adorable Jeius is alſo a 
quickening ſpirit : He hath life emphatically and 
eminently in Him, and therefore quickens all 
the Elect at the times before appointed. The 
Root bears up the ſtately pine and ſpreading 
cedar; bears up the beauteous roſe and lovely 
lily: fo precious Chriſt is the Root that bears 
up all the fruitful branches of Grace; Thoy 
beargſi not the Riot, but the Root bears thee, The 
Lord Jeſus bears up the pillars of the earth; 
He bears up all bis Church, upholding all things 


by the word of his p wer, A Root diffuſes 
life, ſap and nouriſhment into the trunk, 


branches, leaves and fruit of trees; as alfo 


uno 
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unto the ſtem, ear, and full corn in the ear; 
unto every ſtalk, bud and flower: ſo the dear 
Redeemetr diffuſes divine life and nouriſh- 
ment into evety elect branch in Him, by an- 
cient and vital union. O my ſoul! with won- 
der and aſtoniſhment admire and adore thy 
God Jeſus, who is the Root of Nature, Grace 
and Glory! He is the Life of Life, and in Him 
is thy life : He is the Root of Love; in which 
love thou waſt rooted before the foundation 
of the world: His life and love is the ſpring 
of thy life and love to Him, to his ſaints, 10 
his word and ordinances, to a holy walk and 
ſpiricual converſation. 


I ſing the glories of the Lamb, 

Jehovah-God, yet truly man, 
The Root of Life and Grace; 

Who came from his eternal throne 

To be a Root, yet David's Son, 
His fall'n Elec to raiſe, 


My foul, through fin, was ſtung to death, 
Infectious was my every breath, 
Till Chriſt did life impart; 
And rais'd my ſoul by virtual pow'r, 
Thro' guſhing ſtreams of crimſon gore 
From his dear wounded heart. 


3 ME DI- 
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MEDITATION VIII. 


IS AIAH iv. 6. 


A covert from ſlorm and from rain. 


1 wounds of precious Jeſus will ſweetly 
and ſafely ſhelter his ſaints in peace 
when ſtorms and tempeſts riſe ; His Spirit will 
breathe and revive them when ſtormy trou- 
bles beat round about them ; for neither ſtorms 
nor tempeſts can ever pierce their ſhelter, or 
get in as deep as their wonderful and glorious 
Covert, in which He has hid them: ſo //azah I 
ſweetly ſang, For thou haſt been a ſtrength to the i 
poor, a flrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a re- 
fuge from the florm, a ſhadow from the heat, when 
the blaſt of the terrible ones is as a ſtorm againſt 
the wall, Jehovah ſaved his poor deſpiſed ones 
from thoſe judgment-ftorms which fell upon 
Jeruſalem, how much more will He ſave His 
1 from the ſtorms of infernal powers! All the 
1 Elect are ſafely houſed in God's covenant, which 
is Chriſt, into whoſe heart and hands they were 
put before the foundation of the world; en- 
vironed round with the munitions of rocks, 
the 
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the impregneble bulwaiks of Jehovah in all his 

glorious perſons. | 
Redeemed and called ſaints, under believing 
views of theſe things, will ſwee:ly ſing, Ve 
have a firong city; Salvation will God appoint for 
walls and bulwarks ; and glory in their adorable 
Jehovah Jeſus, as a tabernacle for a ſhadow in 
the day-time, and for a place of refuge, and for a 
covert from florm and from rain. In ſhort, 
Chriſt hides and covers his children, providen- 
tially, from many ſtorms and tempeſts, and al- 
ways hides them ſpiritually; for their lives are 
hid with Chriſt in God; and He ſanctifies all 
afflictive and painful diſpenſations to their 
ſouls ſpiritual good, As for ſtorms of wrath, 
there is none can fall on them; every viol and 
every wrathful ſtorm, due to them as ſinners, 
has been poured out and broke on the ſacred 
head of Jeſus, the glorious Surety of all his 
members. O my ſoul ! what an ineſtimable 
bleſſing is it to be related to precious Jeſus ! 
to know Him to be thy hiding- place] to know 
that thou art under the Covert of his invaluable 
blood! to know that thou art in the large 
room of his compaſhonate heart] to know that 
neither ſtorm nor tempeſt can ever wreck thy 
| ſoul, 
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ſoul, being ſafe beneath the ſhade of thy aſ- 
cended Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ! 


My God, my Saviour, and my Reſt! 
In Thee | am completely bleſt; 

My Covert Thou in ſtormy hours, 
From wrath and all infernal pow'rs. 


Thou art my ſhelter, deareſt Lord, 
My Covert is thy wounds and blood : 
Here ſhall I dwell ſafe and ſecure, 


For Thou art both my Strength and Tow'r. 


All ſtorms of wrath did fall on Thee, 
And dreadful rains on Calvary ; 

That ranſom'd ſouls in Thee might live, 
And endleſs ſongs of praiſes give. 


My Lord, when ſtorms ariſe within, 
In my vile ſea, indwelling fin ; 
To Thee, my Covert, may I fly, 
And on thy pow'rful arm rely, 


— 
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MEDITATION IX. 


Mi1can vi. 9. 
Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. 


J Hon greatneſ: and condeſcendency of God 

are both great myſteries, What is more 
wonderful than power which cannot be refiited ? 
and what is more wonderful than wiſdom from 
which nothing can be ſecieted? and yet what is 
more precious, more ſweet, than the love where- 
with He has loved us in the Lord Jeſus Chiiſt? 
which love is invariable and unquenchable. Itis 
wonderful that infinite Wiſdom ſhould lay up 


a rod with the manna in the covenant for all 


his children, and that He ſhould have his fur- 
nace in Zion; that He ſhould give out lotments 


in weight and meaſure to all his pilg:ims, who 
ſojourn in this Meſech; and ſtill more wonder- 
ful that a God of love ſhould put his own ſons 
and daughters in that furnace : but for them 
and them only it was provided, and they only 
will be put therein: His furnace is in Zion; 
but if one in the form and likeneſs of the Son 
of Man walks up and down with them in the 
furnace, all ſha]l be well, for the fire ſhall not 
kindle 


64 SHORT MEDITATIONS 


kindle upon them; the preſence of Jehovah 
Jeſus will make a wilderneſs like the garden 
of the Lord ; the Lord the Saviour's preſence 
will make all afflictions pleaſant ; Chriſt's ma- 
nifeſtive preſence will make a path of thorns a 
path of joy; the Redeemer's preſence makes 
heaven; and the heaven of heavens, is a ſtate of 
love in the preſence of Jeſus. The veſſels of 
mercy were predeſtinated to croſics as well as to 
crowns; to the bitter herbs, as well as to feed on 
the Paſchal Lamb; to tribulations, as well as to 
manſions of glory, Sometimes the Chriſtian 
meets with a croſs within a croſs, namely, the 
croſs of deſertion under the croſs of affliction, 
which is the moſt afflictive diſpenſation a ſub- 
jeQ of grace can meet with: but in a little 
time there will be a blefſed exchange, namely, 
inſtead of the cup of bitterneſs, or ſorrows, 
which is put into the believer's hand to drink, 
while in this time ſtate, he ſhall have a bleſſed 
cupofeternal conſolation preſented to him, from 
the hand of Jeſus. O my ſoul! there is not a 
grain weight of affliction in thy cup, which in- 
finite Wiſdom and Love did not put there.— 
Infinite Wiſdom and Love was at the mixing 
of the cup, and thy compaſſionate Saviour will 


not ſufter thee to undergo any more than what 
He 
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He will enable thee to bear. Some ſaints have 
been. helped. to bleſs-God for their croſſes as 
well as comforts; after dark nights of trial and 
affliction they have thankfully praiſed with; it is 
good fur ma that I have been afflited. O] it is 
well for thee, my ſoul, that thy Jeſus is gone 
to his kingdom by the way of the croſs, and 
that his precious feet have trodden that way, 
and that He will enable thee to take up thy 
croſs, as a true diſciple, and follow Him. 
Every rod and diſpenſation of the Lord hath a 
voice and a language in it, not of wrath, but 
of love, Love is certainly written on every 
twig of the rod, although apparently in cloudy 
characters; and the truly ſpiritual man, under 
divine influence, will be helped to read them 
with the following key, My ſon, deſpiſe not thou 
the chaſtenings of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him ; for whom the Lord loveth he 
ch Heneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he re- 
cetveth, 


Jehovah's voice is in his rod, 

To all his ſaints redeem'd with blood, 
Who do his name revere : 

In- covenant was the rod laid up, 

With manna in the golden pot, 
Love's rod is not ſevere. 


E Tae 
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The uſes of the rod do prove, 

That Wiſdom gives each ſtroke in love 
To all his choſen ſeed ; 

To win them from the things of time, 

And wing their ſouls with love divine 


To Chrift their living Head. 


The rod, thro' Grace, to ſaints doth prove 


The glory of Adoption love, 
In ſweet affliction's line: 


All bitters in affliction's cup 
Are mix'd, that ſaints ſhould drink them up, 
And own that God is kind, 


MEDITATION Xx 


ISAIAH xliii. 25. 


I, even I am He that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions 
for mine own ſake, and will not remember thy 


int. 


VERY glorious and precious promiſe is 
a living well, a breaſt full of conſolation, 
given by our covenant Father for our ſupport 
and growth in the divine life. Job, ſpeaking 


of 
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of the brea/ts, calls them the milk-pails of the 
brca/l : they are, as it were, receptacles of hea- 
veniy nutriment, which is ſtored up for God's 
Elect; where the thirſty ſouls are helped to 
come, under ſovereign influence, and fill them- 
ſelves with molt precious ſweetneſs. In the 
whole of Divine Revelation there is moſt ſin- 
cere milk; but the doctrines and the promiſes, 
are the breaſts of the word, bottles filled 
with heavenly dew, which will never fail, like 
that of Hagar, but nouriſh the foul unto ever- 
laſting life, Hefe is a cryſtal emanation of 


| Jehovah's matchleſs love, which freely flows 


and ſovereignly communicates itſelf to poor 
wounded broken-hearted finners; and there- 
fore puts on the moſt ſweet, amiable and en- 
dearing expreſſions, while he breathes out 
abounding grace, by the mouth of his prophet, 
to ungrateful diſobedient and rebellious 1/rael. 
If you take notice of the preceding words, me . 
thinks you will admire how this verſe ſhould 
come in; it is an aſtcniſhing context ; for God, 
there, complains by his prophet, how that his 


people had done nothing for him in the verſe 


immediately before, T hou haſt bought me no ſweet 
cane *, neither haſi thou made me to drink the fat of 
E 2 _ thy 


This is meant by the cane, which was to be the chief in- 
er:dient to the precious ointment; as you may fee Exod. xxx 
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thy ſacrifices: not that the Jſraelites did neglect 
thoſe duties of God's worſhip which were ſo 
ſolemnly enjoined them in the Law; no, they 
were truly ſtrict and accurate in obſerving 
them : but the force of the complaint lies in 
this, Thou didt them not unto me. For thou 
didſt them not unto me with a filial regard, 
but lookedſt upon my ſervice as a painful taſk 
and yoke, more intolerable than that of Zeypr- 
thou didſt them not unto me, for thou t. uſtedſt 
in thy legal performances, and vainly expectedſt 
to be juſtified by thine own righteouſneſs : 
thou didſt them not for thoſe noble ends for 
which I inſtituted them ; thy thoughts ſprung 
of thy legal heart, and terminated in the un- 
hallowed maſs of thy corrupted nature. Thou 
hadſt no perception of that great and glorious ſal- 
vation which J have laid up for thee in the Son of 
my love: thou didſt them not to me while thou 
ſatisfiedſt thyſelf with the varniſh of formality, 
and vainly thoughtſt to put me off with a will- 
worſhip, with a meer outſide and ſurface of 
devotion. But, O what an affecting charge 
did God farther bring againſt his rae! / when: 
you faſted, did you faſt unto me TI hate your 
burnt-offerings ; my ſoul nauſeates them; they 
are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear 

them ; 
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them; bring me no more vain oblations. But 
the charge is ſtill more awful, by an affecting 
and finiſhing climax; namely, Thou haſt made 
me to ſerve with thy fins, aud thou haſt wearied 
me with thine iniguities : that is, thou haſt ſo 
diſregarded my patience and long-ſufferance, 
and haſt added iniquity to unrighteouſneſs, as 
if I had been a very fervant that was bound to 
endure all thoſe ingratitudes, rebellions and im- 
pizties, Thou haſt made me to ſerve with thy 
ſins, whilſt thou doſt theſe things under a ſhew 
of ſtrict ſanctity; but all thy outward perform- 
ances, though never ſo pompous, do but weary 
Tehovah, unleſs they flow from a principle of 
love : they thought they had pleaſed him with 
ſacrifices, but he tells them they weary him 
with iniquities. Well, what follows upon this 
ſolemn charge? why a moſt melodious and 
balmy truth, J, even T am He that blatteth out 
thy tranſgreſſions for mine awn ſake, and will not 
remember thy fins, The Lord doth not ſay, I 
will revenge theſe thy tranſgreſſions on thee ; 
mine indignation ſhall flame out againſt thee z 
I will pour out the dregs of my wrath upon 
thee; I will weary thee with my awful and 
dreadful judgments ; Iwill make thee to ſerve 
with fore plagues, bitter pains and curſes :;— 


*.3 | but 
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but he comes with theſe honey-fall words, 7, 
even I am He that blotteth cut thy tranſgreſſions ; 
I will lead thee with my covenant-mercies, and 
will not remember thy ſins. O my ſoul ! admire 
and adore this glorious and precious illuſtration 
of free grace, which is a diſplay of infinite love 
and boundleſs mercy ! Here thy God and Fa- 
ther hath opened unto thee his own tender 
bowels and deareſt compaſſions : infinite 
goodneſs runs over to thy ſoul; fo that 
where fin hath abounded, rich and precious 
grace hath ſuperabounded : thy diſobedience 
towards the Lord has been within the com- 
paſs of time, but his thoughts have been 
employed in gracious contrivances of love to- 
wards thee from everlaſting. O my foul 
glory and rejoice in ancient ocean love! and in 
theſe beamings out of his love, in theſe ema- 
nant acts of Election and Adoption, when he 
put thee into the heart of precious Jeſus! 
Thou, O my ſoul ! wert God's jewel from all 
eternity, and now he has taken thee as a jewel 
out of the rubbiſh of ruinated nature, and ſet 
a glorious luſtre upon thee, by putting on thee 
the raiment of thy elder brother, and thy time 
was the time of Love, Conſider my ſoul, that 


it is for the ſake of that precious Jeſus, who 
was 
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was immerged in ſorrows, blood and wrath on. 


the ignominious croſs, that God the Father 
bath blotted-out thy tranſgreſſions, 


Ere Earth foundation firſt was laid 
My debt was view'd as really paid 
With guſhing ſtreams of blood: 
Choſen in Chriſt, a virgin pure, 
And balm provided for my cure, 

While enemy to God. 


Fall'n by tranſgreſſion in my head, 
And to my nature- image dead, 
And ſcIf-deſtroy'd by fin: 
| Involv'd in nature's horrid ſea, 
A debtor without hope to pay, 
A leper all unclean, 


The ſum of all my crimſon fins, 

And all my horrid ſcarlet ſtains 
Which on my conſcience lay; 

A glorious and propitious God 

Did blot them out with hallow'd blood, 
And put them all away. 


God's boundleſs goodneſs runs over to poof 
ſinful creatures in a ſovereign way and man- 
ner, conquering rebellion, and. triumphing 


E 4 over 
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over fin. Indeed his very gracious and won- 
derful deſign is to make a glorious illuſtration 
of free grace . and therefore he firſt diſcovers 
his peoples' ſins, and then diſplays his own 
=. mercy. He firſt ſhews. you his peoples” ſtiff- 
4 neck and iron- ſinew, and then opens his ten- 
1 der bowels and deareſt compaſſions. He wouid 
| have his children conſider their ſcarlet and 
crimſon ftains, and then ſee how they become 
white as ſnow. Look upon the Egyptian army, 

and ſee them all drowned in a Red ſea: look 

upon an immenſe ſum, a long volume of ini- 

b quity, yea, volumes of iniquities, and behold 
; them all blotted out in a moment; 7, even J 
am He that blotteth out thine: iniquities. There 
is much emphaſis in redoubling the words, and, 
under ſovereign influence, ſtifles many objec- 
tions that ariſe in the breaſts of God's dear peo- 
ple. What might the deſponding ſoul object 
and ſay? Is it thou, O almigluy God, that 
wilt blot out mine iniquities ? It is thy glorious 
majeſty which I have rebelled againſt, and it 
is thy precious name which I have profaned ; 
it is thy immaculate Law which I have vio- 
Jated ; and is it thou, O infinitely bleſſed God, 
that will blot out mine iniquities? Yes, faith 
the Sovereign of all worlds, J, even. I am He 
WG | that 
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that bloiteth them out for mine own ſake, Well 
might one of the patterns of mercy aver, Where 
n hath abounded, there grace deth Juperabound, 
Vile and ſinful as man is, yet there is not fo 
much ſin in man, as there is goodneſs in God. 
There is an infinitely. greater diſproportion be- 
tween ſin and grace, than between a drop of 
the bucket and the great ocean. Our thoughts 
and acts of diſobedience: towards God have 
been within the compaſs of a few years; but 
his goodneſs has been ſpringing up towards 
thee from all eternity, He hath had precious 
thoughts of love towards thee, and hath made 
precious ſettlements of grace upon thee in 
Chriſt Jeſus from everlaſting : therefore IJ, even 
xl am He that blotteth out thine iniguities; even I, 
whom thou haſt thus greatly offended—1, even 
J, whoſe ſovereign prerogative it is to pardon 
tranſgreſſions, and to blot out ſins; fer otherwiſe 
the ſoul would ſtill be left rolling and fluctuat- 
ing: therefore it is God himſelf that under- 
takes ſo great a work; J, even I am He that 
bhatteth. out thine iniquities. 


, MEDI. 
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MEDITATION XI. 


PSALM exxxvi. 23. 


Who remembered us in our low eſtate, 


O What amazing goodneſs and inconceiv- 
— able love was there in the breaſt of Jeho- 


vah, in all his divine Perſons, that he ſhould em- 
ploy his thoughts about his fallen children! 
It is great condeſcenſion in the Almighty to 
take notice of the angelic hoſt, but his conde- 
ſcending to take knowledge of fallen man, is 
the myſtery that angels deſire to look into: 
but this wonderful myſtery muſt be ſolved in 
divine ſovereignty ; he has loved his people be- 
cauſe he would love, and employed his thoughts 
about his choſen, becauſe it was according to 
the good pleaſure of his will, Such is our low 
eſtate by nature, that we never ſhould have 
thought on God, and been troubled ; we never 
ſhould have remembered him, if he had not de- 
ſigned to have remembered us: there was no- 
thing in the fallen elect to allure the eternal 
God to remember and bleſs them, but the re- 
verſe; by nature alienated from the Lord, 

at 
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at enmity with him, and in rebellion againſt 
his ſovereignty and holy Law : the carnal mind 
is enmity againſi God ; not ſubject to his Law, 
neither indeed can be. The Lord remember- 
ed, and ſtill doth remember all mankind in a 
providential way: and in this ſenſe God is 
good, even to the unthankful and unholy, for 
his tender mercies, in a providential way, are 
over all his works; even the moſt attrocious 
and abandoned are daily fed by his hand, and 
preſerved in being by his power. The words 
are diſcriminating, ho remembered us in our low 
eflate : Jehovah the Father remembered his 
people in their low eſtate, in giving the Son of 
his love; for Gd ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son—gave him from and as the 
firſt fruit of his heart, Jehovah Jeſus remem- 
bered his given portion and poſſeſſion in their 
low eſtate, even when they were caſt out in 
Adam, in the open field, to the loathing of 
their perſons in the day that they were born, 
His eye pitied them when he ſaw them pol- 
luted in their blood, even as a tender parent 
pitieth his weak afflicted and diſeaſed child, 
The precious Redeemer's eye affected his ten- 
der heart: thus his bowels were moved towards 


the jewels of his love and objects of his de- 
lights, 
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lights, for his delights were in and with his 
adopted children, by virtual union, before the 
| foundation of the world. 

_ + Glory Jeſus remembered his ſtrayed ſheep 
when he bowed the heavens, and came down 
on the theatre of this world, and for their 
ſakes became poor, that they through his po- 
verty might be made rich: he remembered 
them when he became à man of ſorrows, and 
agguainted with grief: he remembered all his 
elect-when in the wilderneſs of Judea, where 
he was. forty days and nights in a ſucceſſion of 
Hery conflicts, expoſed to the chilling damps, 
-and- cutting winds, and hideous howlings of 
beaſts of prey, and hiſſing ſerpents; and not 
only ſo, but environed round with all the in- 
fernal legions from the pit of hell, filled with 


implacable and unrelenting wrath—emptying 
their 


Quivers of fiery ſhaſts in winged flights 
Againſt his righteous and unſpotted ſoul. 


The divine Saviour remembered his choſen 
flock in the days of his fleſh, when he offered 
up prayers and. ſupplications with ſtrong crying 
and tears. The almighty Saviour remembered 
his betrothed ſpouſe in the garden of Ge!h/c- 


mane, 


on ſeleft Portions of Scrx1pTurtE. 77 


ſenanc, when he lay proſtrate on the cold 
earth, when his inward agony forced his very 
blood from his veins; for his ſweat was as it 
were great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground ; 


Methinks th*unnumber'd drops of precious blood 
Proclaim the boundleſs ocean love of God. 


There was a gradation in the inconceivable; 
ſufferings of the Lord Jeſus, from his mean 
birth, till baptized in ſorrows, wrath and blood. 
Jeſus remembered his lambs and ſheep when 
he ſtood at Pilate's bar, and was condemned 
to die; afterwards mocked, ſtruck, and clothed 
with inſulting raiment; then crowned with 
piercing thorns ; then faſtened to the ignomi- 
nious croſs, according to that prophetic ſaying, 
the yoke of my tranſgreſſions is bound by his hand; 
they are wreathed and come up upon my neck ; he 
hath made my firength to fail; the Lord hath de- 
livered me into their hands from whom I am not 
able to riſe up: his face was made . foul with 
ſpitting, and his viſage was ſo marred, more than 
any man's, and his firm more than the ſons of 
men, The glorious Redeemer remembered his 
choſen ſeed, when he was led forth to cruci- 
kxion as @ lamb to the ſlaughter, under the pon- 

derous 
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derous preſſure of all their ſin-. Ah! who can 
tell the ſorrows of his agonizing heart under all 
the extremity of grief and torture! His ſeared 
body covered with one gore of precious blood, 
at laſt nailed to the inſtrument of death, ema- 
ciated under excruciating pains, becoming obe- 
dient to the death, even the death of the crofs. 
Methinks I hear the bleeding Lamb addreſs- 
ing his people from the croſs, through the 
weeping prophet, in the following pathetic 
language, Is it nothing to you all ye that paſs by? 
Behold, and ſee if there be any ſorrow like unto 
my ſorrow which is done unto me, wherewith the 
Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 
Almighty Jeſus hath remembered, and fill 
doth remember, and ever will remember the 
dear objects of his love: neither can it be 
otherwiſe, becauſe he has redeemed them with 
his own blood, in conſequence of his having 
loved them with an everla/ling love : they are one 
with him by ancient union and vital union: 
they are members of his body, of his fleſh, and 
of his bones, and are united to him by one 
ſpirit, and have a place in his moſt tender af- 
fections and ſounding bowels of his love. 
Sympathizing Jeſus remembers his children 


now he is in the Holy Place, on the Mercy 
Seat, 
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Seat, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for 
them: he bears their names in indelible. cha- 
raters of blood upon his heart, which is the 
true breaſt-plate of judgment, as the great 
High Prieſt of his people: he bears them as a 
continual memorial before the almighty Fa- 
ther. O tranſporting words! O ſoul- raviſh- 
ing truths! Grant, my Lord and Saviour, 
that they may be a precious cordial unto my 
ſoul under all my trials and afflictions, and in 
all my fainting moments! May I live under 
the ſweet influence and powerful anointings of 
the Lord the Spirit! Then all 7 ſit beneath 


thy ſmiles, yea, beneath thy ſhadow with great 
delight, and find thy fruit ſweet to my taſte. 
If thus indulged by thee, my Lord, with me- 
lody my ſoul ſhall ſweetly ſing, 


Had I ten thouſand hearts, thoſe hearts ſhou'd be 
A willing ſacrifice to Thee; | 
To Thee whoſe wounds and blood ſo fully proves 
Thy flaming heart exceeds all other loves; 
O'ercome with ocean love, I do reſign 

My captive heart to be for ever thine. 


ME DI. 
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MEDITATION XI. 


CAN r. ii. 16. 
My beloved is mine, and I am His. 


N theſe precious worde, My beloved is mine, 
and I am his, there is a mutual intercourſe 
and viciſſitude of claiming intereſt betwixt Je- 
ſus and his Church: the Bride glorieth in 
that intimate union and communion which is 
between her and Chriſt; and this ſhe declareth 
by a paſſionate expreſſion of comfort, and that 
from a heart enflamed with love, ſaying, I am 
my beloved s, and my beloved is mine. 

Chriſt is the glorious Head of his betrothed 
Bride, and ſhe, by ancient union, is one with 
him, as his myſtical body. Jeſus is the Head. 
of all ſpiritual influence unto her; he freely. 
gave himſelf for her and to her, with all his 
unſearchable riches and glories, as by marriage. 
If the perſon of the huſband be the ſpouſe's, 
all his riches and honours are hers likewiſe; 
ſo it is in the moſt wonderful and glorious 
marriage between the illuſtrious Bridegroom, 


which union-relation entitles the Bride to all 
the 
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the graces of her eternal Lord and lover. From 
this incomprehenſible glorious union of perſons 


comes divine and ſpiritual union; ſo that the 


virgin ſoul can ſay, Precious Jeſus, and all 
his ſpiritual bleſſings are mine; I am intereſted 


in his holy life and paſſive death; the ruby 
bloody bleſſing of the croſs is mine. 


Union is the foundation of ſoul-communion. 
—On the other hand the Church can ſay, I 
am my Lord's; my life, ſoul and ſtrength are 


his to glorify him: fo that there is a laſting * 


indiflolyable union between Jeſus and his elect 
children, Hence the original and ſpring of 
union is founded in Chrift's uniting his people 
to himſelf from before the foundation of the 
world, and communicating himfelf firſt to his 
choſen Spouſe and Bride ;—for the ſpring miſ- 
ſions forth the ſtreams, and not the meandering 


ſtreams the ſpring. The called of Jeſus have in- 
tereſt in the offices of the dear Redeemer: every 


ſuch ſoul can ſay of Jeſus, He is my Prophet! 
he is my Prieſt ! he is my King! under whoſe 
wiſe, loving and glorious reign I ſhall be ſafe, 
and bleſſed in time and eternity, The govern- 
ment is on his ſhoulders, and his dominion is 
over all, The quickened ſubjects of electing 
love have intereſt in the graces of the Lord 


F | Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt for all the bleſſings of an everlaſting 
covenant are in Chriſt Jeſus, which the Holy 
Ghoſt will enable the believing ſoul to appro- 
priate to himſelf by the inviſible, invigorated, 
out-ſtretched hand of faith. 

Faith's language is, when in real exerciſe 
under unfruſtrable influence, Chriſt and his ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings are mine; his cluſtered bleſſings ! 
his love! his goodneſs ! his power! his truth! 
his promiſes! with all the graces of his Spirit, 
are mine. There is a mutual love between Chriſt 
and his ſaints :—the Lord Jeſus is the obje of 
the Bride's love and admiration :—the Saviour's 
love reſts and centers in his given Hephzi- 
bah; for he delighteth in her, yea, he rejoiceth 
over her; and her love centers in precious and 
altogether lovely Jeſus. At times the believ- 
ing ſoul can ſay, who loved me, and gave him- 
elf for me; we love him, becauſe be fir/t loved 
#s, Jeſus is my Lord and my God; his love 
is mine, and I am precious Chriſt's; he 
has captivated my heart, and fired my affec- 
tions; hn have J in heaven but thee, and 
there is none on earth that F deſire beſide thee ! 
Between the Lord Jeſus and his Spouſe there 
is a mutual familiarity; Jeſus is the Bride's 


familiar friend, a friend that loveth with invio- 
lable 
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lable friendſhip: alſo her companion ; he diſ- 
covers himſelf unto her in the ſecrets of his 
love; — the ſecret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him. Ihe heaven-born ſouls bave fellowſhip 
and ſweet familiarity with Almizhty God in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; ſo that, when under the benign 
influence of the Holy Spirit, they can unboſom 
their hearts to him upon all occ-ſtons, as unto 
a moſt loving and familiar friend, The hea- 
venly Bridegroom and his called Spouſe have 
complacency and reft in each other's love : — 
Glory Jeſus hath a complacency in his Church ; 
he is well- pleaſed in her, and with her ;—well- 
pleaſed with her as the Father's donation—well- 
pleaſed with her as the purchaſe of his invaly- 
able blood — well-pleaſed with her as being 
bound upon his heart with the ſtrong cords of 
everlaſting love — well-pleaſed with her as 
being under the aboundings and ſuperabound- 
ings of his grace, under the wings of his pro- 
tection, and the guidance of the Lord the Spirit, 
The Spouſe has alſo complacency in her be- 
loved Lord and Saviour, confiding in his good- 
neſs and faithfulneſs, cordially approving of all 
all that is in him, as the moſt amiable and de- 
ſirable object in the whole world: hence the 
faith, Thy love is better than wine :—again, Be- 

F 2 cauſe 


* 
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cauſe of the ſavour of thy good ointment poured 
forth, therefore do the virgins love thee. O that 
my ſoul may be helped to delight and glory in 
precious Chriſt, the adorable object of my faith 
and love. The order of this moſt glorious myſ- 
tery of Union with Jeſus, is the well-ſpring of 
all grace in us: — our grace freely flows from 
the ocean fulneſs of his grace, and our love from 
his love's immenſity. His love firſt deſcends, 
and then we aſcend with ardent love to him, 
Love is the attractive loadſtone of love !—The 
Redeemer's love let down into the hearts of his 
people, cannot but cauſe a reflection of ours 
upon him :!——our love is the touch of his love; 
we love him, becauſe he firft loved us. 


O Saviour! raiſe my ſoul to things above, 
And thaw my frozen breaſt with flames of love 


O my ſoul ! it muſt be the ſame almighty Spi- 
Tit that reveals unto thee the love of Jeſus, 
that muſt draw out thy affections after him and 
to him: it is the work of the Holy Gh ſt to 
unveil the rich and boundleſs love of Chriſt to 
the ſoul, which powerfully conſtrains it to 
love and adore, The Lord ſeſus Chriſt is ours 


by royal grant and free donation ; Gu ſo loved 
the 
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the world, (that is, the world of his ele) that 
he gave his only begotten Son gave bim, even 
the jewel of his own heart, a jewel of invalu- 
able price. Emmanuel Jeſus gave himſelf 
unto us by his own conſent ; he hath paſſed 
over himſelf unto us: Paul, under ſoul-enjay- 
ment of this precious truth, could ſay, Ho 
hath loved me, and given himſelf for me; that as 
the Almighty freely gave precious Jeſus, ſo 
precious Chriſt freely gave himſelf to and for 
all his ele& children, The Redeemer has 
made over himſelf by a holy and ſolemn be- 
trothment and royal marriage to his Church and 
Spaule: although ſhe bad nothing to bring to 
him but poverty, wretchedneſs aud miſery, yet 
he took upon him our nature, in order to diſ- 
charge that immenſe ſum which we owed the 
infinite Juſtice of God : hence as the woman's 
debts devolve on the man after marriage, ſo it 
was with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Spouſe; 
the Father laid on Jeſus the iniquities or debts 
of all his people, and Chriſt ſtood reſponſible 
for pai ment, and did honourably and fully diſ- 
charge every mite which they owed to the Juſ- 
tice of God“. The glorious Emimanuel is 

ours 

Dr Goodrvin on the Support of Faith, ſect. 3. page 34.— 


God did, as it were, ſay to Chr.ſt, What they owe to me, 1 
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ours by giving his Holy Spirit to us, for the 
Spirit is given (yet freely deſcends) to teſtify of 
Jeſus He hall teflify of me; he ſhall ſhew us 
all things that are given us of God, whereof 
the Lord Jeſus is the great unſpeakable gift of 
the Father's love ! hence no man knoweth the 
things of God but through the powerful influ- 
ence of the HoLy GHOST: hence we find 
that he who had been brought from the feet 
of Gamaliel to the feet of Jeſus, informs us, 
when perſonating the Church of Chriſt, New 
we have not received the ſpirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which is of God, that we might Ano 
the things that are freely given us of God. 

The Church is the dear Redeemer's by the 
Father's donation : the voice of precious Jeſus 
in his holy word, is, Behold I, and the children 


whom thou haſt given me; thine they were, and 


thou gave them to me. The Church was 
choſen pure in Jeſus, bleſſed and approved in 
him, portioned and eſtabliſhed in him before 
the foundation of the world. The Elect are 
the Redeemer's by a voluntary choice; I have 


choſen 


c require it all at thy hands; and Chrift affented, and from 
« everlaſting ftruck hands with God to do all for us that 
« God could require, and undertook it under the penalty that 
lay upon us to have undergone,” | 
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choſen you out of the world: They are his by 
an invaluable price; ye are bought with a price. 
Jeſus ſtood in the law place of his people, and 
redeemed them from the curſe of the law, 
therefore are they his by right of redemption, 
They are his alſo by covenant; I entered into 
covenant with thee, or for thee, and thou be- 
cameſt mine; that is, I entered into covenant for 
thee before the world began, and thou becam- 
eſt mine IN THE BONDS OF AN INDISSOLVABLE 
UNION; and 1 have manifeſted my covenant 
to thee, ſo that thou art become mine by rege . 
nerating grace and virtual power; ſo that thou 
now ſeeſt that my covenant is with thee, to do 
all in thee and for thee which thou ſtandeſt in 
need of: I have, from the boundleſs love of 
my heart, taken thee to be my Love, my Dove, 
my fair One and Bride to all eternity, having 
caſt my ſkirt over thee, that thou ſhouldſt be 
for me, and not for another. O my. ſoul! 
adore that eternal ocean fulneſs of the Father's 
love ta thee in precious Jeſus, which at times 
has ſweetly been unveiled and communicated 
to thee under the benign influence of the 
Lord the holy Comforter. 


F 4 I am 
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Jam my Lord's, my Lord is mine, 

Our hearts in union oneneſs join, 
Beloved Jeſus is my Bridegroom dear, 
With joy and love my ſoul doth him revere. 


My Lord hath rais'd my ſoul to things above 
To contemplate his great election love; 

I in his heart have ſeen my manſion dear, 
In hallow'd blood my name is written there, 


My well-beloved Saviour and my God 
Has paid mydebt with thouſand drops of blood 
Which fell from gaping wounds for ſinful me, 
That | thro' crimſon gore might cleanſed be. 


MEDITATION XIII. 


Hos EA xiv. 5. 
1 will be as the dew unto Vfrael. 


HE incomprehenſible and infinitely great 
| Jehovah has often, in his Holy Scrip- 
tures, reſembled the Dew, which makes the 
earth fruitful, to his grace, that makes the hearts 
of the veſſels of mercy, who are naturally barren 


and dead, to bring forth fruits of righteouſneſs. 
| The 
2 
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The Dew is of an heavenly original; it comes 
from the womb of the morning; it tarrieth nat 
for man, nor waiteth for the ſons of men, Thus 
it is in the great and glorious work of Rege- 
netation; it is wholly from above; it is 
wholly of the Lord, without any preparation 
of man, No man can be an agent in fitting 
himſelf for grace: as no man can be antece- | 
dently aQtive to his natural birth, neither can | 
he be to his ſpiritual or heavenly birth: hence 
the Dew of regenerating grace tarrieth not for 
man, nor waiteth for the ſons of men, but freely 
comes down at the appointed times to all thoſe 
who are ordained to eternal life, and appointed 
to obtain falvation through Jeſus Chriſt, 

The Dew in its deſcent falls imperceptibly, 
ſo that the cleareſt eye cannot ſee it ſo filent 
that the moſt attentive ear cannot hear it; but 
when-it is come it is vifible, but how it comes | 
none can tell, After ſuch a manner are the | 
breathing of the HoLy GHnosr, and operation | 
of ſovereign grace upon the ſouls of God's | 
elect; the Holy Spirit's movements are all un- 
fruſtrable, and efficacious to allure, yet the way 
is hidden; the wind bloweth where it lifleth, and 
thou heareſt the ſaund thereof, but can/t tell whente 
it cometh, and whither it goeth; ſo is every one 


that 
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that is born of the Spirit, The Dew is moſt 


abounding, when all is calm and ſerene, when 
the heavens are leaſt diſturbed with winds and 
ſtorms :—thus is it wi:h the falling dews of 
grace; thoſe hearts are moſt refreſhed with it, 
that are the .moſt weaned from the breaſts of 
this world, and are leaſt diſquieted with worldly 
cares; Whoſe ardent wiſh is, to leave 


Earth to earthly minds, 
And ſoar above to things which are divine, 


Thoſe ſouls who are (truly in a ſpiritual ſenſe 


in their right minds) fitting at the feet of pre- 


cious Chriſt, are oftentimes, like Gideon's fleece, 
plentifully wet with the dewy evidences of Je- 
hovah's love, when others round about them 
are very dry. Happy ſouls! who are awaked 
to ſing : even thoſe who have dwelt in the 
duſt, and have found the abounding grace of 
precious Jeſus on their ſouls, to be as the dew 
of herbs; and who can, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
breath the language of Jeb, My root was ſpread 


out by the waters, and ihe dew lay all night upon 
my branch, 


On me, my Lord, let heav'nly Dews deſcend, 
That I may love and live to Thee, my friend. 


T he 
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The dew is of a reviving nature, bringing life 
and verdure to meads, flowers, plants and 
herbs, which the heat would ſcorch or wither : 
therefore when the Almighty promiſed his 1/- 
ral the beauty of the lily, the rooting and 
ſpreading of the cedar, the fruitfulneſs of the 
olive, to effect all that he hath ſaid in a pro- 
miſſory way, he has prefixed, I will be as the 
Dew. JEHOVAH is the Father of the rain, 
and begetteth the unnumbered millions of drops 
of dew ; his heavens ſhall drop down dew ;—and 
the heavens ſhall give their d:w, in a ſovereign 
way, upon the vegetable world. Thus doth 
the Lord deſcend with innumerable bleſſings 
on his Iſrael, becauſe he hath loved 1/roe! for 
ever with a love of beneficence and compla- 
cency, and his favour is to them as dew upon 
the graſs, The Dew wonderfully revives 
the lowers, graſs and herbs, after the ſcorch- 
ing rays of the ſun, which cauſe languiſhings 
and ſickneſſes: thus is the Dew of grace to 
the child of God, after being ſcorched with 
hery trials within and from without; yea, then 
is precious grace like a cloudy dew in the heat 
of harveſt, Dew cometh down in the night, 
while men ſleep, and faithful'y' performeth its 
lovereign will and pleafure : — thus doth - the 


Dew | 
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Dew of grace deſcend upon the diſciples of 
Jeſus oftentimes when they are in an inactive, 
flothful, ſlumbering frame, cauſing the lips of 
them that are aſleep to ſpeak with, ar ever ! 
was aware, my foul made me like the chariots of 
Amminadib. O my ſoul! thy Lord and Sa- 
viour's head and heart are filled with dewy 
bleſſings, which he will freely beſtow upon 
thee! O my Lord, my fruitfulneſs, my 
growth, my life depend alone upon the drop- 


pings of thy grace | Let thy grace always diſ- 
til upon me as the dew, and as the ſmall rain 


upon the tender herb; then ſhall I be as the 
ground which drinketh in the ſb ters that come of! 
upon it, and bringeth forth fruit. 
On me let heav'nly dews deſcend, 
Then ſhall I nouriſh'd be; 
Unnumber'd dewy bleflings ſend, 
Reviving drops on me. 


I know thy dewy grace is free, 
It tarrieth not for man, 

It cometh imperceptibly, 
Without an aiding hand. 


Commiſſion'd is each drop of grace 
To ſoften and revive 
Souls bleſt in Chriſt, the hiding-place, 


By Jeſus kept alive, 
Heav'n's 
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Heav'n's Dew doth precious verdure give 
To meads and pleaſant flow'rs; 

Thro' dewy drops each ſaint doth live, 
And Mercy's genial ſhow'rs, 


O Chriſt! my growth depends alone 
Upon thy bleſſings free; 

My ſoul will languiſh, fade and mourn, 
If dews withholden be. 


Like paſſive earth, my ſoul would lay, 
Waiting thy ſov'reign will ; 

O may I feel, each given day, 
Thy grace on me diſtil! 


MEDITATION XIV. 


R E v. xxii. 16, 


1 am the bright and morning far. 


N theſe glorious words Chriſt tells his 
Church that he is 2he bright and morning 
Star, Jeſus is the light of nature and of grace: 
hence he is ſaid to be à great light; alſo, the 
light of the Gentiles; and to be the true Igbt, 
which 
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which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
wworld *; and here à bright and morning Star, 
Some, by this bright and morning Star, have 
underſtood the divine nature of Chriſt Jeſus, 
which is bright and glorious, ſaid to be the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory. Others have 
thought that it pointed to the human nature 
(which was immaculate) rather than the di- 
vine, it being ſaid in prophecy, 4 Star ball 
come forth of Fucoh. The divine Redeemer is 
never compared to the moon, becauſe ſhe hath 
her ſpots ; but he is compared to Stars of light 
and brightneſs ; here he is called a Day Star. 
Stars ſend forth their beams, whereby they 


diſſipate darkneſs: ſo the adorable Jeſus, hav- 


ing hid in him all the treaſures of wiſdom and knew- 


ledge, ſendeth forth his orient beams of light, 


whereby he removeth the groſs and thick dark- 
nels from the minds of his fallen elect children, 
Cariſt is a dtar in his doctrine; by his doQrine he 


ſcatters thedzrkneſs of ignorance and of death, 
and opens the eyes of his people to behold with 


holy tranſport the foundation-doctrines of his 
-precious and glorious Goſpel, Chriſt's doc- 


trine 


* The light of nature, and the light of reaſon, which is 


| ſaid to be the candle of the Lord, and ſpiritual light to all the 


elect world, 
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trine is a convincing dcErine ; he ſhall con- 
vince the world of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of 
judgment, Chriſt's doctrine is a quickening 
and converting doctrine ; the words that I ſprak 
are ſpirit and life. His doQtine is an alluring 
and comforting docttine — a doQtrine full of 
conſolation, which ſweetens the mouth of 
faith, brings a part of heaven into the ſoul, 
and opens the lips to warble forth his praiſe 
with unfeigned melody : ſo in this reſpe& 
there is abundance of glory in viewing Jeſus 
as the bright and morning Star in his doctrine. 
The Lord Jeſus was a Star in his great, won- 
derful, and glorious miracles ; his fame went 
throughout all Gallilee and Syria, and all the 
countries round about; Jeſus went about all 
Galilee, teaching in their ſynagogues, and preach- 
ing the Goſpel of the kingdom, and healing all 
nanner of fuukneſs, and all manner of diſcaſe 
among the people : And his fame went throughout 
all Hria, and they brought unto him all ſick peo- 
ple; great multitudes came unto him, having with 
them thoſe that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, 
and mary others, and caſt them down at Jeſus feet, 
and be healed them; inſamuch that the multitude 
wondered when they ſaw the dumb to ſpeak, the 
maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind 
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to ſee; and they glorified the God of Iſrael. Thus 
did he ſhine forth as the bright and morning 


Star, yea, as the God of mercy and almighty 
power. The dear Redeemer ſhined forth in 
his unparalleled humiliation ; he who was rich, 

for the ſake of his people became poor, that, 

through his poverty, they might be rich. He 
even waſhed the feet of his diſciples, and wiped 
them with a towel. He was oppreſſed, and he 
was afflicted, yet be opened not his mouth; he was 
brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep 
before her ſbearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his 
mouth : yea, faith Jeſus, I am meek and lowly in 
heart. O my ſoul ! mayeſt thou be helped to 
admire and adore the humble biightneſs of this 
wonderful Star, even thy lovely and precious 
Lord and Saviour! Jeſus was a bright Star in 
his unexampled obedience; he Bumbled himſelf, 
.ard became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the croſs, He bore the fins of bis beloved 
many; he was wounded for their tranſgreſſions, 
he was bruiſed for their iniquities, and the chaſ- 
tiſement of their peace was upon him; when be 
was put to an open ſhame under the preſſure of 
divine wrath and curſes of a broken law, in 
order that .he might deliver his people from the 


wrath to come. Chriſt is a bright and morning 


Star 


on ſeleft Portions of ScR1yTURE. © 97 
Star in his love, reſpecting the ancientneſs of 
it to his people; it is from the womb and 
morning of his own eternal exiſtence ! His 
love is like the marriage-ring, having neither 
beginning nor end, and is invariable and con- 
ſtant, The greatneſs of this love is ſet forth 
with a God ſo loved the world, (that is, the elect 
world) as to give his Son to die for it; yea, 
Chriſt has ſo loved his people, as to waſh them 
in the fountain of his own blood, His love 
ſhines forth in his pity and compaſſion towards 


the jewels of his heart ; for he is full of com- | 


paſſion, and is ever reſting upon his ranſomed 
poſſeſſion with complacency and delight, and 


will let out the beams of his precious forgiving 


love into the ſouls of his peculiar people, ac- 
cording to the good pleaſure of his will. The 
morning Star is looked upon, and conſidered as 
the moſt brilliant of all the heavenly bodies, 
a Star of the firſt magnitude: the almighty 
Jetus is a Star which is moſt eminent; there 
is no Star among the child en of men *, no 
angel in heaven, no, not all the angels in hea- 
ven are equal to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; he is 


of 


* Princes and nobles are called N/a, or Lights, 2 Sam, 
wi. 1. David was a Star of great magni:ude in Iſ acl, 
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of higher magnitude, of greater beauty, glory, 
and majeſty, than all on earth or in heaven; 


all the lights in the world, and all the ftars and 


lights in heaven, yea, the heavens themſelves 
are the produce of his infinite wiſdom, and are 
indebted to him for their brightneſs, beauty, 
and glory. It is ſaid that Stars have their in- 
fluences, and let down their influences upon 
the creatures on earth, even on the rational, 
brutal, and vegetable worlds. Mention is made 
by Feb of Pleiades, the Seven Stars, and Orion, 
and others that ſend down their influences ;— 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſends down and lets out 
his influences on his choſen people; he is the 
reſervoir, or fountain-head of influence; it is 
out of his fulneſs that the called elect receive 
grace for grace. The bright and morning Star 
brings tidings that the day is approaching ; 
when the morning Star is up, we know the 
day is near: ſo precious Chriſt, as a morning 
Star, hath brought good tidings, by his glorious 
appearing as the Saviour of his people, who 
hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought /ife and 
immortality to light through the Goſpel ; of which 
the holy angels ſang with unutterable melody, 
Glory to God in the higheſt, on earth peace, go0d- 


will towards men. The Lord Chtiſt will be a 
bright 
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bright and morning Star in the glorious Mil- 
Jennium, when the pots in the Lord's houſe ſhall 
be like the bowls before the altar : yea, every pot 

ix Feruſalem, and in Judah, ſhall be Helineſs to 
the Lord of Hoſts. The Lord Jeſus is a Star 
for light and direQion to all his ſaints while in 
this world of miſts and darkneſ:, Mariners, 
when at ſea, if they can but ſee a Star, eſpe- 
cially the Pole Star, they eſteem it an invalu- 
able privilege, and know how to ſteer their 
courſe, in order to avoid rocks, ſands, dangers, 
and ſhipwreck. Thus, my ſoul, if thou art 
helped to look to thy adorable Jeſus ® as thy 
bright and marning Star, thy courſe will be 
ſteered through this ſea of tribulation, which is 
a ſea of affliction, and a fea of fin, and be 
guided ſafe over the ocean of this ſinful world 
to the haven of eternal reſt, 


If this bright and morning Star be rifen in thy heart, it 
will be diſcovered by the following: Thou admireR and adoreſt 
precious Chriſt as a Star of the higheſt magnitude, and acknow- 
ledgeſt his Goſpel to be more precious unto thy ſoul, than thaug 
ſands of gold and filver ; yea, eſteemeſt it to be ſavecrer than 
boney, or the d: roppings of the honey-comb, ard canſt ſay, Thy 
word is very pure, therefore thy ſervant loves it, Pſalm exix. 
140, The ſoul is alſo transformed by the renewing power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and love all thoſe that are under the benign 
influence of the ſame bright and morning Star, 
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My Jeſus is a Star moſt bright 
Of influence and pow'r ; 
A Star of uncreated light, 


Whoſe brightneſs 1 adore, 
A ſhining Star! in doQtrines ſweet, 


And miracles. of pow'r; 
A Star to guide my wand'ring feet 
In each bewilder'd hour. 


A Star that ſcatters clouds and fin, 
A Star of tidings good, 

A Star which angels uſher'd in, 
A Star to ſhine in blood, 


A Star of love and glory bright, 
And (ſweet humility ; 

A Star of praiſe and ſweet delight, 
And tender ſympathy. 


MEDITATION XV. 


IS ALIAH xxviii. 16. 
Therefore, ſaith the Lord God, Behold, J lay in 
Zion, for a foundation, a flone, a tried ſtone, a 
precious corner flone, a ſure foundation. 


15 E Lord Jeſus Chriſt was laid by an im- 


manent act in ancient ſettlements, as that 


foundation which ſhould be laid in this time- 
3 | ſtate 
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fate for a temple of ele ſtones to be built upon, 
which the gates of hell ſhould never prevail 
againſt :——Behold ! ſays the eternal JEHovan, 
J lay in Zion, &c, This ſweet portion con- 
tains a moſt glorious and bleſſed diſplay of our 
Redeemer's conſummate ability for his im- 
portant and wonderful work : Jehovah ſpeaks, 
and every word is as the dropping of the 
honey-comb, yea, every ſentence is full of 
conſolation ; therefore will prove wells of ſal- 
vation to the Church and People of God. The 
Lord Jeſus was tried beyond expreflion or con- 
ception, in the days of his humiliation, by all 
the force and vehemence of temptations, and 
all the weight of fore afflictions: — he was 
tried of Jehovah the Father, in that he laid all 
the pondcrous weight of our fins, (as in Ja. 
litt. 6. And the Lord hath laid on him the ini- 
quity of us all ;) and the whole of his wraih 


due for fin, in the out- pouring of the curſe of 
a broken law upon him: — he was tried by 


wicked men; he was deſpiſed and rejected of men, 
who ſaid, Away with him, crucify him: — he was 
tried by all the infernal powers; for in his unpa- 
ralleled and inconceivable ſufferings he faith, 
This is your hour and power of darkneſs — thus, 
my ſoul, thy precious Saviour was tried by hea- 

G 3 ven, 
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ven, earth, and hell. Thy Redeemer is alſo a 
precious corner-ſlone, for that worth and value 
that there is in him, in that he ſuſtains and 
unites the whole redeemed edifice in one bond 
of love !—Further, it wonderfully appears, that 
thy Lord and Maſter is a ſure foundation as to 
his glorious perſon, being God as well as Man, 
We may therefore with infinite ſafety, reſt 
our immortal ſouls upon him for ſalvation ; for 
he is ſuch a foundation that cannot fail ; for 
his nature is love, (and that is unchangeable |) 
and his power is infinite, What the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt hath done in an obediential way, 
both active and paſfive, is a ſure foundation to 
truſt upon, even his invaluable blood, and im- 
maculate righteouſneſs ! The adorable Saviour 
is a proved foundation ; the veſſels of mercy 
and honour have found him a ſtrong, ſure, and 
ſtable foundation in all generations, an im- 
moveable baſis, All the church triumphant 
arrived ſafe at their defired haven upon this 
foundation; and glory! glory! be unto our 
unchangeable and eternal lover, this founda- 
tion ſtandeth ſure; the fame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever. Here, my ſoul, thou mayeſt ad- 
mire the infinite love of God in providing ſuch 
a ſure foundation for thee to truſt the ſalvation 
of 
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of thy immortal ſoul upon ; herein is love; not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and gave 
his Son to be a propitiatian and foundation. 
Come then, my ſoul, conſider that in all thy 
drooping and diſconſolate moments precious 
Jeſus is thy precious foundation, that will bear 
thy ſoul ſafe through all the various afflictions, 
ſorrows, and tribulations which thou meeteſt 
with in this time- ſtate, and at laſt bring thee 
ſafe through the dark valley of the ſhadow of 


death, ſafe into the bliſsful viſion of eternal 
day, 


Before this lower world was made, 

Foundation of my reſt was laid, 
Fix'd by the bleſſed Three; 

In councils df, election love 

The union oneneſs there I prove, 
Securing bliſs to me, 


Foundation-love I do adore, 

And long to know it more and more, 
And all its beauties ſee ; 

On that foundation may I reſt, 

In which this ſoul of mine is bleſt, 
To all eternity, 
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MEDITATION XVI. 


P8sALM xlii. 1. 


As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo 
panteth my ſoul after thee, O Gd! 


1 is one of thoſe ſweet and ſtrong 


ejaculations which David, under divine 
influence, ſent up to heaven, the place of his 
treaſure and hope, and the dwelling of his 
gracious God and Father. There is a moſt 
divine emphaſis in all ſcripture eloquence; 
every word has majeſty ſhining in it, becauſe 
it has eternity ſtampt upon it, It is likely 
here, in the text, it is meant of the hart's 
panting * when it is chaſed by the hunter; it 
then pants after the water-brooks for the 
quenching of its thirſt, as the following words 


clearly intimate, My ſoul is athirf! ; the little 


relicks of ftrength that it has, it ſpends in 
panting after the ſtreams of water. Thus did 
David's ſoul ardently pant after the living 


God; 


* It is ſaid when the hunted hart can find no place of 


ſafety, it then pants after the water-brooks, as the only place 
of refuge, 


on ſelect Portions of SCRIPTURE, 105 


God; and ſo does every awakened ſubject of 
divine favor. Nothing can calm the thirſty 
hart, but the ſtreams of water; neither can 
any thing content the panting ſoul, but mani- 
feſtive diſcoveries of the pardoning love of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus. The ſoul has a vaſt capacity, 
and nothing can ſatisfy or fill it, but he that is 


fullpeis itſelf. It is true, the leaſt manifeſta- 


tion of God's favourable preſence is enough- 
to comfort and fupport the foul, but it is not 
enough to ſatisfy the redeemed child: 


A glimpſe of love cannot ſuffice 
My ſoul for all thy preſence cries. 


O how delightful is it to ſee precious Chriſt 
through the lattices of promiſes and ordinances } 
There is great ſweetneſs in all theſe cluſters of 
Canaan, but yet ſuch as cauſef an ardent long- 
ing for more; the ſoul longs for fulneſs of com- 
munion with JEHovaH in all his Divine 
PERSONs. The thirſty hart never leaves panting 
while it has any being, neither does a true fol- 
lower of the Lamb; for the heaven- born ſoul 
finds more incomparable ſweetneſs in the very 
panting after his God, than any of the fons of 
earth can, when with complacency they take 
their fill of their choiceſt delights, which, at 

| beſt, 
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beſt, is but muddy contentment. In tempta- 
tion ſeaſons the pantings of the ſoul are ſtrong 
after God, languiſhing and praying thus; 
Compaſs me, O God, with thy favour as with a 
ſhield; keep me as the apple of thine eye, and hide 
me under the covert of thy wings deliver me from 
my ſtrong enemy, and from him that hateth me, 
for be is too flrong for me. O ſend me help from 


thy ſanctuary, and flrengthen me out of Sion! 
Redeemed ſoul! Satan can never make a par- 


tition between thee and thy God; he can 
never tear thee out of the loving heart and 


bleeding wounds of thy precious Lord and 
Saviour! The tendereſt bowels of God's dear- 


eft compaſſions are towards thee in precious 
Chriſt; ſo that the gates of hell can never 
prevail againſt thee, being founded on the per- 
manent Rock of Eternity, who is thy refuge, 
and who will make thee more than conqueror 
over all thy temptations, In deſertion ſeaſons, 
even then the ſoul pants after its gracious God 
and Saviour, when the ſoul walketh in dark- 
neſs and hath no light, when it can meet with 
nothing but waters of Marab and Meribab; 
when its drink is nothing but gall and vinegar, 
and its food bitter herbs, and under an eclipſe 
of God's favour; even then the ſcul thirſteth 


after 
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after God with, O that one would give me to 
drink of the water of the well of BETHLEHEM! 
Well, my ſoul, is it thus with thee? Well, 
thou ſhalt find a door of hope opened unto 
thee in the valley of Achor; thou ſhalt find 
him to be a God of conſolation in which alt 
the ſweet balm of Gilead is wrapped up. 


I pant for blood, for blood muſt eaſe my grief; 
Panteth my foul for blood to give relief! 
I pant for precious blood of Chriſt the Lamb, 
I pant to feel that virtual bloody ſtream 

Run in my heart which is unclean and foul, 
I pant to feel thy blood o'erwhelm my ſoul : 
O may I now its healing virtues prove! 
Then ſhall I fing and praiſe with tears and love! 
And ſhed ten thouſand tears of grief for fin, 
Waſh'd in redeeming blood, vermilion ſpring! 
Whoſe boundleſs virtues all the ſaints ſhall fing, 
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MEDITATION XVII. 


2 SAMUEL xxiii. 5. 


Although my houſe be not fo with God, yet h. 
bath made with me an everlaſling covenant, 
ordered in all things and ſure: for this is all 
my ſalvation and all my defire, although he make 


it not to grow. 


1 N the verſe preceding theſe moſt precious 
and bleſſed words we are told by infinite 


Wiſdom, that he that ruleth over man muſt be 
Juſt, ruling in the fear of God; which words, | 
bumbly conceive, are referable to Chrift, who 
is emphatically the , One of heaven, on whole 
ſhoulders is the government of univerſal na- 
ture, as well as the government of his church 
and people, militant and triumphant.— And he 
ſhall be as the light of the morning, (namely, the 
GLory-Man, ChRISTH Je8vs) when the ſun 
riſeth; that is, in his Perſon, Glory, Faith- 
fulneſs, Offices and Love, ſhall be like the 
morning, and like the growing glories of the 
day; for he will diffuſe his orient beams, his 
bright effulgent rays, and the honours of bis 

fragrant 
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fragrant name, like the ſun, from eaſt to weſt 
—yea, he ſhall be @ morning without clouds; 
that 1s, his weet name—nis melodious Goſpel 
—the tranſcendent glories of his incarnation— 
the invaluable merit and virtual power of his 
blood and precious reſurreCtion, ſhall ſhine 
without obſcurity, darkneſs or clouds ;—yea, 
like as the tender graſs ſpringeth out of the earth 
by clear {hining after rain, ſo ſhall the glory of 
Chriſt's kingdom ſpring forth, and become fer- 
tile, beautiful, and pleaſant to behold. 


O Saviour ſweet |! 
I Thee intreat ; 
O precious Jeſus mine! 
Send from above 
Kind ſhow'rs of love, 
And whiſper, I am thine. 


Although my houſe be nat ſo with God; yet he 
hath made with me an everlaſting covenant :;— 
Let it be obſerved, that the Covenant of 
Grace was never with any other but the MESs- 
SIAH, whom God the Father gave for a cove- 
nant of the children of his love, my covenant of 
life was with him: it was not poſſible in the 
nature of things to be made with any crea- 
ture; for none but the Lord Jeſus could fulfil 

the 
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the conditions of it; therefore by the houſe, 
I think, we may underſtand the church mili- 
tant; and by its not being ſo with God, I con- 
ceive we are to underſtand that it was not then 
like the ſpringing graſs by clear ſhining after 
rain, yet it ſhould afterwards revive and flouriſh, 
becauſe there was a glorious and everlaſting 
ſtipulation and covenant-agreement, namely, 
that it ſhould not only bud and bloſſom, but 
alſo bear and bring forth much fruit. The 
holy covenant was ordered in all things; chat is, 
relative to the accompliſhment of it, namely, 
in promiſes, bleſſings, and communications of 
grace, ſtrength of faith and fervency of love, 
to make the houſe of ſaints grow like graſs by 
the clear ſhining after rain. The Covenant 
of Grace is likewiſe a ſure covenant; that is, 
ſure to all the choſen ſeed; not upon terms 
and conditions, but by a free donation from 
Jehovah ; not ſtanding upon the will of the 
poor elect ſinner, as .eft to his will in chooſing 
or refuſing, but upon his own almighty power 
in ſweetly commanding the will agreeable to 
prophecy, {the Father ſpeaking to the Son) 
Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power ; 
which makes the covenant ſure, in all the 
bleſſings of it, to the Spouſe : and Bride of the 

elorious 


on ſeleft Portions of SCRIPTURE. 141 


glorious lover, aſſuring them, that he will be 
their God, and that they ſhall be his people; hence 
the bleſſed covenant is called the ſure mercies 
F David, 

This is all my ſalvation, and all my dtfire : this 
was what the great and glorious REDEEMER'S 
heart was ſet upon, and had a deſire after; 
this was his deſire in his engagements for his 


people, becauſe his delights were with the ſons of 


men —thus ſang the Church of old, his defire 


is toward me. Although he make it not to grow ; 
that is, though the houſe, the Church does 
not grow *, yet the holy and precious cove- 
nant is ſure; and therefore it is ſettled and 
ordered in all things for its growing and 
flouriſhing 3 {/rael ſhall grow as the lily, and caft 
forth his roots as Lebanon; his branches ſhall 
ſpread, and his beauty ſhall be as the olive. tree, 
Theſe words I alſo view as deſcriptive of 
David's feelings and views of intereſt in the 
perpetuity of Jehovah's love—although my houſe 
be not ſo with Gad. Although the royal Pſal- 
miſt was a man after God's own heart, yet he 
had but a wicked houſe ;—4b/alom had cauſed 


the 


® That is, the Church did not grow under that diſpenſation, 
in that way and manner as it ſhould under the Gos Et, 
more eſpecially in the latter-day glory, 
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the aſſaſſination of his brother Amnon, and 
awfully rebelled againit his father, and had 
wickedly lain with his father's concubines; 
and Amn had alſo defiled his ſiſter Tamar. 
Now the man of GoJ, under an humbling 
ſenſe of all this great wickedneſs, and of his own 
folly, unworthineſs, and affecting backſlidings, 
mournfully fighs and cries, Although my houſe be 
not ſa with God; as much as if he had ſaid, I 
have not walked anſwerable to theſe great mer- 
cies and kindneſſes, providential and ſpiritual, 
© which the God of my ſalvation has beſtowed upon 
1 me; YET, now comes in the ſpring-tide of 
comfort, namely, he hath made with me, or he 
hath made with oN, (namely, Chriſt) in be- 
half of me, an euerlaſling covenant, ordered in all 
4 things and ſure, which is all my ſalvation and all 
l my deſire O precious, inexhauſtible ſpring of 
8 conſolation! The Covenant of Grace is an 
- everlaſting covenant ; it ſhall never be altered, 
it ſhall never be broken; for Jenovan will 
never break covenant with the objects of his 
love, but is their God, and will be their God 
for ever and ever, even their guide unto death, 
| O what an handful of ſweet flowers has faith 
{ got in this bleſſed Covenant of Grace! This 
HONEY - COMB CovENAN T drops ſweetneſs +: 
into 
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into the mouth of faith, as well as into the 
hand. Come then, drooping ſaint, conſider 
that this covenant is everlaſting on Jehovah's - 
part; for he has ſaid, I will never turn away. 


from them to do them good, It is alſo made ever- 


laſting on the elcct's part, through divine 
faithfulneſs, for thus ſaith the Lord, They ſhall 
never depart from me; for I will put my fear in 
their hearts, that they may fear me for ever, O 
what heart can conceive, or what tongue can 
expreſs that infinite counſel, wiſdom, love, 
care and tenderneſs that the incomprehenſible 
Jehova has expreſled in ordering the Cove- 
nant of Grace, ſo as it may moſt ſuit to all the 
wants and n:celiities, ſickneſſes, tribulations, + 
trials and deſires of his poor elect children | 
Beloved, redeemed, and called foul, haſt thou 
not reaſon to ſigh it qut as David did, Aithough 
my houſe be not 2 with God? that is, the houſe _ 
of thy ſoul; How often haft thou atted. the 
perhdious part in playing the harlot with many 
lovers? What ingratitude haſt thou been the 
ſubje& of ſince regenerating grace has diſtin- 
guiſhed thee to be a veſſel of honour? What 
multitude of vain thoughts haſt thou willingly 
granted a lodging-place in thy heart? What 
murmuring under trying providences ? What 
H inſeaſibilicy 
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inſenſibility of momentary mercies? What 
cleaving to the duſt? What indifterency, in- 
attention, coldneſs and indevotion, at times, 
haſt thou found in the ſolemn ſervices of God! 
How often haſt thou been unwatchful, light 
and trifling in thy converſation ? Have not thy 
beart-backſlidings and inward falls, through 
the power of corruption been without number! 
Thy fins of omiſſion and commiſſion, doſt thou 
not think of them with ſorrow ? and upon a 
review of the above, art thou not conſtrained 
to cry, I ſee, I feel my houſe is not ſo with 
God, as his great love, goodneſs and mercy 
calls for? Well, it is good to be ſorrowful, 
after a godly ſort, on account of the above: 


But briny tears can ne'er repay 
The debt of love we owe. 


Thou ſeeſt then, redeemed ſoul, that thou 
canſt not find ſatisfaction in thy own houſe; 
therefore thy ſweet ſpring-tide of comfort muſt 
flow in from, YET he hath made with me (or 
made with Jeſus on my behalf) an everlaſting 
covenant, ordered in all things and ſure, O pre- 


czous Chriſt | this is all my ſalvation, and all my 
dejire ! 


Although 


T 
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Although my houſe be not ſo with God, 
Yet am I lov'd and waſh'd in Jeſus' blood; 
Bleſs'd in that cov'nant which is order'd ſure, 
My Chriſt and I are one for ever more, 


Diſorders in my houſe I daily feel, 

* is not as | with, I mourning tell 

My Lord—who knows my ſinful heart, 
Which oft diſtreſſed is with pungent ſmart, 


Cover'd with ſhame I often am for fin, 


And mourn and deeply cry, unclean, unclean / 
All my ſalvation and defire is this, 


To reign with Chriſt, who my ſalvation is, 


MY SOME 
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SOME 
GOSPEL-TRUTHS 
Experimentally interwoven in the following 


EPISTOLART LETTERS, 


O Thou who in thy ſervants doſt delight! 

Accept from worthleſs me this little mite; 

On me ſome gracious ſhow'rs thou down didſt ſend, 
And water'd me while I the following penn'd. 
Happy if theſe ſhould inſtrumental prove 

To make one finner look on Thee and love ; 
Happy if theſe one drooping finner chear, 


And calm the tempted ſoul diftreſs'd with fear, 


1 JonRnN ii. 21. 


Ibave not written unto you, becauſe ye know not the truth; 
but becauſe ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth, 


1 JOHN v. 13. 


Theſe things bave I written unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God, 
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LETTER I. 
[4 ND ER being called from menial empley 


to the work of the miniſiry, meets with un- 
kindneſs from ſome neighbouring ſhepherds, wha 
deſpiſed him, becauſe he had not been nurſed on the 
lap of Science,—EMELLAH ſets forth the weak- 
neſs of human literature to fit for miniſterial la— 
bours, and the glory of the Hol u Ghost in fit- 
ting men for ſandtuary. ſervice. 


LIT 
Eur L LA hearing that MARDALLAH (under 
ſhepherd at the little hill Miſſar, in Gilead) 
was under the chaſtening rod, endeavoured, 
under God, to be a ſon of conſolation ta him. 


LETTER II. 

UanDER being under fiery trials, and hearing 
that EMELLAH had a long time been in the 
furnace, and that he had ſent a letter to MAR“ 
DALLAH, dated from the Furnace cf Afton, 


d:ſires a copy of the ſame, which was freely 
ſent him, | 


H 4 LE T- 


exx The CONTENTS, 


LIE FER IV. 
PHYUDAL (under ſhepherd at Oxmeldon) la- 
ments to EMELLAH bis finding ſo much an- 
hallowed fire in ſome of the controverſial writ- 
ings of ſome of our waichmen in Iſrael, 
. 
EMELLAH to EL DON, on hearing that he was 
in great heavineſs, through manifold tembta- 
ttons. | 
I. 
EMELLAH to ELDoN from the Sharon meads, 
near Bethſaida” s pool. 


Do: LIE T:TER VII. 
EMELLAH ſends for and receives a letter from 
UANDER, called, The Spiritual Mariner 


. 
'EmELLAH to EL Do, on the iniftriable friend- 
ſhip, faithfulneſs, unchangeableneſs and perpe- 
tuity . | Jehovab' s love to his children, 
CET TER IX 
EMELLAH- ſends Uax DEA his Evening's M- 
" DITATION from the banks of Cherwell, near 
the city of Oxmeldon, 


UOSTET TER KX. 
UAx DER to EMELLAH, on the fickneſs and 
death of the amiable MARDALLAH, ander 
Hoepherd at the little hill Miflar, in the village 


- of Gilead, 
"M SOME 


SOME 


GOSPEL-TRUTHS, Ge. 


LETTEEL 


EMELLAH to UANDER, on the unkindneſſes 
which U ANDER met with from ſome neigh- 
bouring ſhepherds, who d-ſpiſed him, becauſe be 
had not been nurſed on the lap of Science, 


Dear UanDER, 


oon epiſtle has reached my hand and 
my heart, for which I deſire to be thank- 

ful unto God ; and for his great love in diſpoſing 
your mind to regard ſo poor, unworthy, un- 
faithful, and unprofitable a ſervant ; for I do 
not reckon myſelf a column in the houſe of 
my God, but a poor frail rafter, worthy only 
to be a hewer of wood, and drawer of water 
to the citizens of Zion, I am no prophet, 
nor prophet's ſon, but a living clod, a quick» 
I enced 


1 , I 


ened ſtone, a MONUMENT oF GRACE, plucked 
as a brand out of the fire, and waſhed in the 
fountain of a SAviouR's BLOOD !—Talk of 
wonders or miracles, I am both ; a great won- 
der to myſelf, and to many cf the Lord's peo- 
ple, and to ſome of the miniſters of ſefus — 
and doubt not but to the angels of God :—O 


the riches of his love, mercy and grace, in 
calling me out of (worſe than Egyptian) dark- 


neſs into marvellous light, and revealing his 
Son in me, giving me the knowledge of his 
precious ſalvation by the remiſſion of ſins !— 
a miracle to myſelf, that ever the LoRx D Jesvs 
CHxisT ſhould make uſe of ſo unworthy a 
creature as I am to be a fiſher of MEN. O the 
wonders of grace, and captivating power of 
Jenovan's Love | He will ſend by whom he 
will, that the excellency of the power may be 
of HIM, and not of men. Truly God is a ſo- 
vereign in providence, as well as in grace, 
for both the former and the latter are wondec- 
fully amplified in unworthy me. 

You mention the great oppoſition which vou 
have met with from thoſe who call themſelves 
the diſciples of REAason, who think to gain 
the port of heaven with that ſhattered rudder; 


but you well know, that if infected and defec- 


tive 


EMELLAH to UanNDER 123 


tive reaſon is the helm, there could be no ne- 
ceffity for a Saviour, revelation, or faith. I 
know that many of our academian faſhionable 
teachers, cannot look with a pleaſant eye on 
any of thoſe who are called from menial la- 
bour (like Amos, who was among the herdmen 
of Tetoa) to the work of the miniſtry ; there- 
fore we muſt naturally expe& depreciating 
ſpeeches dropped from their lips, and for the 
following reaſon, namely, becauſe they ima- 
zine themſelves to be the princes of our 1/rael, 
and that the wells of ſalvation are to be digged 
with the ſtaves of human literature. But is it 
poſſible that wells of a divine nature can ever 
be digged with the ſuperficial inſtrument of 
acquired knowledge? Is an underſtanding in 
human ſcience of any uſe to open or give clear 
diſcoveries of ſpiritual myſteries contained in 
the Scriptures of Truth? Can it be demon- 
ſtrated that ever human wiſdom was honoured 
or dignified of God as a key to unlock the deep 
taings of revelation? The queſtions propound- 
ed, the moſt feeble member in the LoR D Jesus 
can eaſily ſolve, Claſſical learning is not grace, 
neither the underſtanding of ſcience the know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, The Goſpel of the king- 
dom is of a more glorious and exalted nature, 

than 
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than to ſtand in need of a claflic laurel, or the 
wreath of ſcience; for both the former and 
latter, when ſet in competition with divine 
revelation, may juſtly be counted, in the lan- 
guage of Gamaliel's pupil, droſs and dung, be- 
cauſe of the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jeſus revealed therein #, Methinks that every 
true miniſter of Jeſus is ready to take up the 
pathetic lamentation of the weeping prophet, 
as applicable to the preſent ſtate of many 
churches at this day; O that my head were wa- 
ters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that 1 
might weep day and night for the lukewarmnels 
of the daughters of Zion, and the coldneſs and 
deadneſs of many of her watchmen, O what 
a piercing thought, what a lamentable truth 
is this! The famine is in moſt profefling 
churches, and death is in the pottage inſtead of 
life, which her teachers pour forth from their 
pulpits f. O thou moſt adorable Saviou' 
take the golden ſnuffers in thy hand of power, 
and ſnuff the dwindling ſtars, the dim lights of 
| thy 

* Human knowledge, natural or acquired, are both amiable 


when ſervitors ;—the Gibeonites were uſeful to Iſrael as he w- 
ers of wood, and drawers of water, Joſbua ix. 27. 


+ Many of God's dear children have been ſlain, as to their 
comforts, by reaſon of uncertain ſounds in public miniftrations, 


thy churches ;- ſo will thy great name be more 
glorified and adored, and thy matchleſs beauties 
more tranſporting to thy ſaints, Dear Uan- 
ver, my earneſt defire and prayer unto: God 
is, that it would pleaſe him to lead and guide 
you into all truth, according to his promiſe; 
that whatſoever is his will, you may be fully 
convinced of by his Spirit, and be led to em- 
brace not only as a duty, but as a covenant- 
privilege, May you be helped to take the 
whole ſacred roll as from the hand of God, 
that it may be à light unto your feet, and a lan- 
tern to your paths; and may the Lord the Spi- 
ito irradiate your mind, that you may ſee 
Jexovan IE sus revealed in his beauties and 
glories in the Scriptures of INFALLIBLE TRUTH, 
May you have believing views of Jeſus, as your 
great H1GH PRIEST, as your true URIM AND 
Tuvuuiu! and may you be enabled to glory 
in him as your ALPHA AND OMEGA in time 

and eternity! 


You never need to apologize to me for your 
freedom ; © the more free, the more welcome,” 
you know, is my old motto amongſt the friends 
of the Bridegroom. Freedom of ſpirit, plain- 
neſs of ſpeech, and openneſs of ſoul are be- 
lievers privileges one with another; and this 

Eat will 
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will ever be the caſe while we are living near 
to Jeſus, under the genial ſhowers of his grace, 
and benign influences of his Spirit. But | find 
1 muſt conclude, as the hour of prayer is re- 
turned for me to go before my family with a 
Jaſbua's reſolution, but as for me and my houſe, 
we will ſerve the Lord. The aſpiration of my 
ſoul is, that that dear and precious Chriſt, 
whom you preach, may ſtrengthen you in all 
your miniſterial labours, and crown them with 


ſhowers of bleſſings; and as he makes you 


uſeful in his vineyard, may he make you and 


keep you humble, that the Saviour may be 


crowned in the glory of his work, in the 


midſt of your SOLEMN ASSEMBLIES, 


Your affectionate 
EK MEL LAN. 


P. S. My love to all your dear flock, eſpecially 

to your ſenior deacon EsMiLDox, and 

DRUus1LLA his wiſe, whoſe great kindneſs 

I ſhall always acknowledge in providing 

me a little chamber, a prophet's room, 

that when I come to Gilead I may turn in 
thither to REST, 
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LETTER I. 


EMELLAH to MARDALLAH, under ſhepherd 
of the Church of CHRIST meeting at the little 
hill Miſſar in the village of Gilead, who was 
under the c haſtening rod; which ſickneſs ended 


in his ſweet removal from earth to heaven. 


Dear MARDALLAH, 


geen you are to me in union love, and 

bonds of inviolable friendſhip. I have 
often thought on you at a throne of grace, 
eſpecially at thoſe ſeaſons when I could feel- 
ingly and fiducially ſay, the Lad thinketh upon 
me: yea, I now feel a glowing, ardent wiſh, 
that you and I may have more glorious diſco- 
veries of that fragrant truth, expreſſed in thoſe: 
melodious words, and ye are compleat in bin; 
then ſhall we fit under the ſhadow of our IEBRHo- 
van Jesus with great delight, and. his Fruit 


will be ſweet to our taffe. O my dear. bro- 
ther! to be led to fee that we ſtand compleat 


in all the will of God, in our immaculate and 
adorable Jeſus, is a bleffing inconceivably 
great, a perception of which invaluable and 


glorious 
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glorious truth, is as an anchor of the ſoul, both 
ſure and ftedfaſt k. "The moſt feeble I/ elite 


can never be loſt, or driven from his anchor; 


neither can the anchor loſe hold of any of the 


veſſels of mercy, which Jehovah had afore pre- 
pared unto: glory. 

. As ſoon as I heard of your indiſpofition of 
body, I could not refrain from going to our 
brother Jeſus, with, Lok p, behold, he whom thou 
love, is ſick; humbly intreating him, that, if 
confiſtent with his will, your ſickneſs might 


not be wnto death, but for the glory of God, that 
the Redeemer himſelf might be glorified thereby, 


You know whom you have believed, and ate 
perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 
you have been helped (under divine influence) 


to commit unto him againſt that day. Your Lord 


and Saviour hath done all things well, and is 
now performing the pleaſure of his will in you 
and upon you. May it be the language of 
your ſoul, now you are under the chaſten- 


ing 

®* Chriſt came down from heaven not to do his own will, 
but the will of him that ſent him, Fobn vi. 38. Lo, I come ; 
ia the volume of the book it is written of me; ] delight to do thy 
will, Pſalm xl. 7, 8. By the which will we are ſantiified, 
tbrough the offering of the bedy of Jeſus Chrif# once for all, 


Heb, x. 10. in whoſe willing obediential righteufneſs, actisve 
and paſſive, all the election of grace ſtand compleat. 
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ing rod, as was David's, I will cry unto God moſt 
high, unto God that performeth all things for me. 
| can truly ſympathize with you as a brother 
beloved in Jeſus : but O, my friend, how much 
nearer and dearer are you to precious Chriſt, 
If you ruminate upon all the endearing and 
tender ties of nature, they are but faint and 
deſective repreſentations of thoſe parental and 
invariable cords of friendſhip with which Jeſus 
has bound you to his loving heart. Was you 
to muſe upon all the pathetic expreſſions that 
polibly could be made uſe of to deſcribe the 
ſympathetic breaſt, all muſt ſmk into meanneſs, 
or midnight's ſable ſhade, when we conſider 
what JEHovan JesUs has ſaid in his holy 
deriptutes for the comfort of his afflicted chil- 
dren; for the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills 
be removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from 
thee: (mark, from THEE) — In all their affiic- 
tin he was affiified, O thoſe cordial words 
IN ALL! In thort, your all-ſufficient Saviour 
has at all times pity in his eye, and flaming 
love in his heart towards you : bence it may be 
juſtly averred, that all his counſels are wiſe, 
and all his dealings kind, both in yrRovipeENCE 
and in GRACE. Methinks your ſoul is ready 
to cry out in language ſimilar to the follow- 
ing: 


1 I bleſs. 


; 


meren W 


I bleſs the hand that holds the chaſt'n ing rod, 
And gently ſmites to do his ſervant good; 
All his parental ſtrokes are wiſely giv'n 

To prune my heart, and ripen me for heay'n, 


Jam, my dear MarDaLLan, 


inviolably Yours, 


EMELLAH, 


SET LIER Uh 


Dear UAN DER, 


T affordeth me pleaſure whenever it is in 

my power to oblige you; therefore, accord- 
ing to your deſire, I have ſent you a faithful 
manuſcript of that epiſtle fent from the Furnace 
oi Affliction to MARDALL AH at Gilead. 


EMELLAH to MARDALLAH from the 
Furnace of Aflliction. 


Much efleemed Friend and Brother, 


Pour, at this time, an epiſtle from à 
ſuffering, unworthy ambaſſador of an 


aſcended SAvIouR, may prove acceptable; at 
leaſt, 
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eaſt, I think, it will not be treated with diſ- 
dain, except the clamour of unbenign, unbal- 
laſt profeſſors has damped the warmth of your 
affection towards me. I need not to inform 
you, that a brother born for adverſity but ſel- 

dom meets with ſympathizing friends, but few, 
comparatively, are grieved for the affiiftion of 
7:/eph, How many of the dear ſervants of the 
Lord have been ce/? into the midſt of the burning 


fery furnace! How many have been plunged 
and ſoaked in the briny waters of affliction, tof- 
ſed with the boiſterous and tempeſtuous winds 
of temptation, and inwardly agitated with the 
rolling billows of unhallowed nature! Friends 
have ſtood aloof. from their fore; yea, even thoſe 
from whence they expected emollient words, 
have come with Harp arrows, with coals of ju- 
u per; the ſufferers in ſuch circumſtances, have 
been like a veſſel toſſed in the great ocean, and, 
in their own view, expoſed to dangerous rocks 
and inguſphing ſands : but glory and praiſe be 
unto our JEHoVAH JESUS, who hath laid un- 
derneath all his children everlaſting arms * / 
I 2 therefore 

The children loved with an everlaſting love, and redeemed 
vith the invaluable blood of their Lord and Saviour, can never 
fall through everlaſting arms :—fall they may as David and 


Peter did; but, through the virtual power of abounding grace, 
they ſhall all revive and riſe again, 


rern IC 
therefore we cannot fink or periſh while Jeſus 


lives ; it is he that ruleth the raging of the ſea, 
when the waves thereof ariſe :—The Lok p on high 


is mightier than the noiſe of many waters, yea, than 
| the mighty waves of the ſea ;—he flilleth the noiſe 
of the ſeas, the noiſe of their waves. O that [ 
may ever adore.the infinite wiſdom, unbounded 
goodneſs, and ſtupendous love of my covenant- 
God and Father, in providing ſo precious and 
glorious a ſanctuary for poor diſtreſſed ſinners, 
even the GloR Y- Max, the -Gop - Man, 
CnHrisT Jesus! To my redeemed ſoul he has 
been a refuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the 
heat, when the blaſt of the terrible ones has been 
as.a ſtorm againſt my ſoul:; yea, even now my 
heart is conſtrained to cry from a ſenſe of his 
unbounded goodneſs and faithfulneſs, O the 
Hope of Iſrael, the 'Sauiour thereof in time of 
trouble which glorious hope is as an anchor of 
the ſeul, both ſure and ſledſaſt *. Now, while [ 
feel love's precious ſtreams filling my heart with 
melody, like David's harp of ſolemn ſound, 1 
can ſweetly ſing with filial-confidence, 1 
ea 


* Chrift is the believer's life and hope; for thus faith the 
apoſtle, for the lato made nothing per fett, but the bringing in 
M a-better-bope did, by the which wwe draw nigh unto God, 
Heb, vii. 19. which hope is Chrift, The grace of hope 
anchors in Chrift, the hope of glory, 
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Reat on, affliction's billows, tis all in vain, 
The rock will till impregnable remain ; 


Theſtorms, tho' fierce, will ſoon or late blow o'er, 
And I, with ſhouts, ſhall reach yon happy ſhore. 


Dear MARDALLAR, through infinite good- 
neſs and unbounded mercy, I am till preſerved 
a5 a ſpray of the burning buſh, in the midſt of 
all my ſeemingly inſurmountable trials and 
tridulations: 1 ſee, through the perſpective of 
faith, that I am intereſted in the good will of 
bim that dwelt in the buſh. This truly bleſſed 
and precious view of JeHovan Jesvs becalms 
my mind, although environed with the thiſtles 
and grieving briars of this wilderneſs ; for al- 


though my tribulations are great and many, my 


conſolations alſo abound by Chriſt ; for he has 
comforted me in all my tribulations. #flic- 
tion cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth 
trouble ſpring out of the. ground; therefore to him 
that is afflicted, pity ſhould be ſhewed from his 
friend ; ſeeing that it is not in the power of 
man to prevent the completion of JEHovan's 
DECREES in the great myſteries of Providence. 
The ſolemn voice of our God in his word, is, 
Fir my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, faith the Lord; for as the hea- 
vens are higher than the earth, ſo are my ways higher 


11 than 
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SETTER. 


than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts, 
In ſhort, | am comfortably perſuaded that my 
heavenly Father is leading me forth by the 
right way, and that he will help me and deliver 
me out of all my diſtrefles !—in the mean time 
I am kept by the power of God patient in tri- 
bulation, knowing that all things are working 
together for my ſoul's proſperity, I remain, 


Cordially and invariabl Yours, 
EME LL AH. 


BETTER IV. 


PR YU DAL to EMEL LA, in which he laments 
to find ſo much unhallowed fire in ſome of the 
controverſial writings of ſome of our watchmen 
in Iſracl. 


Dear EMELLAH, | 
bay I received, and in reading could 


not refrain ſorrowing with my dear EMEL- 
LAH, on account of that unhallowed fire which 
is ſo apparent in the controverſial writings of 


our day, When I compare them with the ſa- 
cred 
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cred Scriptures, I am conſtrained to ſigh and 
mourn ; to ſigh, to ſee ſuch unbecoming ex- 
preſſions made uſe of in defence of truth; - and 
mourn, becauſe I find ſo little of that ſweet, 
loving ſpirit, which the Goſpel of Jeſus ſo fre- 
quently inculcates. Muſt not the Holy Spirit 
be grieved on account of theſe things? Shafts 
mizened with wormwood, or dipt in gall, 
never yet worked the righteouſneſs of God. 
Methinks the prophet's words are truly appii- 
cable to ſome of our writers, namely, L hat 
required this at your hands? Whenever we write 
or ſpeak in defence of truth, it behoyeth us to 
call upon the Lord, that we may do it in the 
ſpicit of prayer, and in ſuch a frame of mind as 
we would defire to be found in in the hour of 
death: but many little think on this neceſſary 
point, which is too obvious to the uncir- 
cumciſed in Gath, and is talked of in the 
ſtreets of A eln; on which account Zin has 
abundant reaſon 1 call for the mourning women, 
to fit on the threſhold of the fanQuary in ſack- 
cloth and aſhes. if controverſy be carried on 
in the ſpirit of love, it ſeldom or ever proves 
injurious; on the contrary, it rather elucidates 
than beclouds the momentous truths of the 
Goſpel; but when it is carried on by a ma- 

14 lignant 
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lignant ſpirit and acrimonious language, then 
are the beauteous features of the Goſpel diſ- 
torted, and Chriſt is wounded in the houſe of 
his friends; but many know not what man- 


ner of ſpirit they are of. I acknowledge the 
juſtneſs of your remark,. namely, that there is 


a poſſibility of a perſon having a ſuperſicial 
view of the way or chain of ſalvation, when, 
at the ſame time, an entire ſtranger to an ex- 
perimental acquaintance with Gofpel-realities : 
Truth may float upon the ſurface of the mind, 
like freſh water upon the briny ocean, and yet 
not be tranſmitted into the heart by ſanctifying 
influence. I think no man is qualified to uſe 
the fling and ftone, or to be an archer or ſpear- 
man in our /frael, unleſs his zeal is tempered 


with the ſimplicity and harmleſſneſs of the 
dove, Love is the ſhining characteriſtic of 


the heralds of Jeſus, and, in ſhort, of all his 
ſaints; Love gives the greateſt magnanimity 
of ſoul, makes valiant for truth, makes miniſ- 
ters Boanergeſſis againſt ſin and ſinners in hoſ- 
tility againſt JEHovan, and, finally, makes 


them ſons of conſolation to the weak and feeble 
followers of the Lamb. 


My dear EMELLAH, I ſee the wiſdom of 
God in ſending me to this city, which was by 
: | an 
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an extraordinary providence : Jeſus muſt needs 


go through Samaria, becauſe there were a few 
Samaritan ſinners to call, who belonged to the 
EleRion of Grace; ſo our divine Maſter muſt 
needs ſend his glorious Goſpel once more to be 
ſounded with the trumpet of a ram's horn to 
this ſecond Nineveh ; which is obvious, becauſe 
a few ſcarlet and crimſon ſinners, who were 
altogether dead in treſpaſſes and fins, have been 
quickened by the LoxD the SPIRIT; in con- 
ſequence of which they have forſaken their 
evil ways, and are now in their right mind, ſit- 
ting at the feet of Jeſus, triumphing in bleed- 
ing, dying love, and redeeming grace. Dear 
EmeLLan, I acknowledge that the work of a 
faithful miniſter is truly arduous. Miniſters, 
you know, are labourers in the Saviour's vine- 
yard, and not drones ; they are called to preach 
inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, but you well 
know that our Lord and Mafter hath given us 
his word, that he will be with us in our work, 
Lo, I am wiTH vou ALWAYS, are the ani- 
mating words of our riſen and aſcended Jeſus, 
The work that we are called to and engaged 
in, is of a noble and glorious nature, in which 
work, at times, I think I have found a little of 
that ſacred flame which Paul felt, when he ſaid 


On 


tienen. 


on a certain occaſion, M hat mean ye? will ye 
break my heart? Tam nit only willing to be bound, 
but even to die for the Lord Feſus, This 1 can 
ſay, to the glory of my God and Saviour, that 
Jam willing to ſpend and be ſpent in pro- 
claiming the glad tidings of peace and ſalvation 
to poor, ſenſible ſinners ; — the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt, his matchleſs beauty! his 
tranſcendent excellencies! his immaculate righ- 
teouſneſs! together with the virtual power of 
his invaluable blood and prevalent interceſſion! 
— Theſe, my EMELLAH, are the tranſporting 
topics in all my miniſtrations. 

It rejoices my ſoul to hear that, althorgh 
after the manner of men you have fright with 
beaſts at Epheſus, Chriſt has been your ſeven- 
fold ſhield, your ſhield offenſive and defenſive ; 
and that he has given you to know the verity 
of that precious promiſe, namely, Thy ſhoes ſhall 
be iron and braſs, and as thy days, ſo ſhall thy 
firength be. Reſpecting the many thorns in 
your fleſh, and Satan and his meſſengers which 
are buffeting you, I can truly ſympathize with 
you, having long been exerciſed in the ſame 
way and manner: — but, my brother, let us 
remember this, that they are GIVEN THORNS 
— Thorns that were ordained by Infinite Wit 


dom, 
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dom, in aneient ſettlements, to do their office- 
work to the veſſels of mercy in this time- ſtate. 
You well know what the ſtudents of nature 
have averred reſpecting a certain plumy ſongſter, 
That in midnight's ſable ſhade fhe ſings the 
moſt melodious, with her breaſt againſt the 
pricking thorns — ſo, at times, when my ſoul 
has felt the power of thoſe precious words, 
namely, My grace 1s ſufficient for thee, for my 
flrength is made perfect in weakneſs ; then could 
I moſt gladly glory in my inficmities, that the 
power of Chriſt might reſt upon me; yea, and 
praiſe him from knowledge of all things work- 
ing together for my good, in the midſt of fiery 
ſhafts from infernal powers and pricking thorns 
in my fleſh. I would proceed ; but my time 
is come to viſit rhe ſick of my flock, therefore 
ſhall conclude with the following arduous 


wiſh : 


May that Almighty love, 

Which call'd yuu out of Nature's horrid night 
To know his grace, and feel the pow'r divine, 
Preſerve you ſafe thro? all the ſtorms of life, 
And land you fafe on Zion's bliſsful ſhore. 

E'er fince you ſail'd from Nature's wretched port 
The waves have beat againſt your ſchooner's head; 
Contraſted winds your ſails have ſtrove to rend, 


But {till the helm is in your Saviour's hand: 
Then 
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Then let the angry ſurges foam and break, 

And EvxocLypon ſpend her utmoſt pow'r, 
Yourkeel ſhall cutthethreat'ning mountains thro? 
And force a paſſage to the port of Reſt, 

Reſt! O precious word of truth! 

A reſt there is for all the ſons of God. 

Altho' the archers ſore at you have thruſt, 

And ſhot their mizen-ſhafts from bows of wrath ; 
Yet while you're kept by Jas HURUx's God, 


; 
Their arrows break, and uſeleſs are their bows; E 
Go on then, Champion of the Lord, 
In your great Maſter's cauſe, { 
And trumpet forth redeeming love; , 
Croud all your fail to reach th' heav'nly ſhore, 
Whilſt after you-my little bark ſhall move, | ] 

J am, my dear EMELLAH,. 
8 
Inviolabiy Yours, a 
| m 
| 

P. S. I cannot but add — IE nay an, the Spirit, n 

will help us to cut our way through tribu- p 
lation's ſea, in ſure and certain hope of 

failing into the harbour of Eternal Reſt. : 
It is a great mercy that our pendants are : 
flyiog, and our Sovereign's ſtandard is diſ- q 
played in our little barks, in the midſt of * 


all our enemies; but the Lord, the Spirit, 
is 
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is our pilot to precious Jeſus, therefore 
neither rocks, ſands, ſtorms, nor tempeſt, 
can bring on a total wreck. 


—————— ——————————— ¶ ů — 
LETTER v. 


EMELLAH to ELDON, on hearing that he was 


in great heavineſs, through manifold tempta- 
tions. 


My dear EL DON, 


I| AM very ſorry to hear of your being under 
+ ſuch great diſtreſs of mind, but much more 


erieved to find the enemy of your ſoul gains 
advantage over you, in keeping you from the 
means, The great adverſary of our peace is 
ſubtil, as well as powerful, and is an enemy of 
ſtrict obſervation; for, ſaith the Scripture, he 


goth about as @ roaring lion, ſeeking whom he 
.may devour. 


Satan is well acquainted with our natural 
conſtitution, therefore ſtrives to fix his fiery 
darts in the weakeſt part of the Lord's chil- 
dren, with an intention to make inroads inte 
their ſouls, and ſo bring them into bondage; 

not 
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not that the enemy underſtandeth the internal 
motions or workings in the regenerate, but as 
he diſcovers them by his ſubtilty in preſenting 
objects to the mind or eye: like the fox in 
ſearch of prey; when it has found prey, and 
the prey be above its reach, it fits down, and 
ſtedfaſtly fixeth its eye on the plumy innocents, 
by which means he gains the maſtery of their 
ſight, which brings on a ſtupor, and ſo they fall 
down a prey to their artful enemy. Thus Sa— 
tan's eye is ever upon the lambs and ſheep of 
Chriſt for evil, ſtriving by the repreſentation of 
various objects to draw us to an obſervation or 
attention of ſuch and ſuch objects, which, if 
ſuffered to prevail, brings on a ſtupor, conſe- 
quently Satan gains an advantage: hence J 
would obſerve, that as our great adverſary 
learns by obſervation that which is our beſet- 
ting fin or ſins, which are diſcovered unto him 
by our looks and depertment, they being truly 
expreſſive of our inward perplexing evils, whe- 
ther it be pride, covetouſneſs, wrath or luſt ;— 
thus having diſcovered our weak part, namely, 
the fin which eaſily beſetteth us, he bends all 
bis helliſh force, eſpecially at ſuch ſeaſons 
when nature is ſtrong, in hopes of bringing 


the ſoul into captivity to the law of fin, which 
is 


' EMELLAHN fo ELDON. 143 


is of a wounding nature to the dear people of 
God; for when luſt hath conceived, it bring- 
eth forth ſin, and fin, when it is finiſhed, 
bringeth forth death ; that is, deadneſs upon 
our frames. Now, one of the abovementioned 
evils I am inclinable to think is the fin, the 
thorn in your fleſh, which moſt eaſily beſetteth 
you, and ſometimes gains an internal domi- 
nion in your affections, and ſo blows up an 
unholy temper in your paſſions, the effects of 
which are darkneſs and diſtreſs. But it is an 
unſpeakable mercy to be preſerved from falling 
into the act or actions which the fleſh is prone 
to, and the enemy thruſting ſore at us to force 
us into the commiſſion of it ;—but (O won- 
derous words! O precious truth!) a Saviour 
has prayed for all his children, that their faith 
fail not, Now the ELECT, at thoſe ſeaſons 


when temptations are ſtrong, and corrupted 
nature like a troubled ocean, (whoſe waters 
caſt up mire and dirt) are ready to conclude, 
that their faith is failed, or that they have been 
left to the deceivings of an evil HEART, and 
that they had never been made partakers of 
that faith which is of the operation of the 
Holy Spirit. Now the ſoul, under the work- 
ings of unbelief, is fometimes brought into 


ſuch 


9 
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ſuch a ſtupor, (its ſpiritual conceptions being 
under an eclipſe) ſo that it does not diſtinguiſh 


betwixt the actings of faith under divine in- 


:Auence, and faith when inactive: for faith 
(though a divine gift) has no power in itſelf 


to act upon its object, or objects, but as it is 


moved or drawn forth into exerciſe by the ſa» 


vereign power of the Holy Ghoſt. Now $a. 


tan, like the gluttonous ſpider, having wove his 
net with infernal ſubtilty, and-intanpled the mind 


of the poor tried child, ſprings again upon the 
wounded, like the lurking ſerpent, and ftrikes 
another fiery dart into the mind, namely, to 
call in queſtion the good work of grace upon 
their hearts, which is diſcovered by ſuch rea- 
ſonings as theſe; namely, why am I thus? Or, 
if the Lord be with «s, why, then, has all this 
befallen us? . 

Your great adverſary, Satan, watcheth the 
diſcompoſure of your ſpirit under your grievous 
-temptations, or thorn in your fleſh, and ſo im- 
proves on his own obſervation, in order that 
he may pour in corroſives inſtead of oil, and all 
with an intention to cauſe you to doubt that 
your ſpot is not like the ſpot of God's children, 


or that your backſlidings cannot be healed, or 


that you ſhall one day periſh by an inmate; 
I mean, 


J 
N 
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Imean, an inſulting Philiſtine, or a curſed 
Canaanite. But, my brother, your complaints 
are not ſingular; they are what the living 
men in Zion have complained of in every age: 
and as it was with natural /frael, fo it is with 
ſoititual, namely, as thoſe curſed enemies. were 
left in the land to prove literal I/rael, ſo are 
our vile corruptions left in our hearts to prove 


and try us. You know what the Spirit hath 
ſaid by Peter, Beloved, (mark that ſweet word 


Beloved; — it is unto beloved ones he ſpeaks) 
think it not flrange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you, (mark which is to try you) as though 
ſome ſtrange thing had happened unto you, but re- 
nice, inaſmuch as ye are partakers of Chrift's ſuf- 
ferings, 1 Pet. iv. 12. There hath no tempta- 
tion taken you, but ſuch as is common to man; 
but God is faithful: (O that is a balmy word! 
a word which has revived many a drooping 
child in a winter's ſtorm) God is faithful, tho' 
we are unfaithful *, who will not ſuffer you to 

be 


+ But it is an unſpeakable mercy, that althongh all God's 
dear children are conſtiained to ſubſcribe unfaithful, and that 
with ſo row, yet the ſubjects of divine grace are never leit 
faithleſs ; for a Jeſus hath prayed for all his ranſomed ones, 
that the:r faith ſhall not fail; neither will he ſuffe his faith- 
tulnels to fail, Pſaim xcix. 33. 
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be tempted above that ye are able, but will 
with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that 


ye may be able to bear it; but will mark that 
precious word, who can fruſtrate his will! 


Rom. ix. 19. for who hath reſiſted his will? Eph, 
i. II. who worketh all things after the counſel of 
his own will. At all times I remain, 


Cordially and invariably Yours, 


EMELLAH, 


All thy complaints are but the plaints of ſaints, 
And Jeſus knows thy ſorrows and thy wants; 
Thy trials too, how ftrong, and great, and ſharp ! 
But O! the lambs and ſheep are near his heart : 
In Jeſus* boſom, there's thy reſting-place, 

O downy pillow for ſouls that know diftreſs! 

Not all the grieving briers in Nature's maſs, 

Nor all the pricking thorns in th* wilderneſs, 

Nor all the fiery darts from Satan's breaſt, 

Can e' er remove thee from the Ark of Reſt, 


LETTER 
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LITE. 


EMELLAH to EL Dor from the Sharon meads, 
near Bethſaida's pool, 


Dear EL Don, 


MAY all ſpiritual bleſſings abound, and be 

multiplied upon your ſoul, through the 
ſaving knowledge of God, and Chriſt your 
precious Lord, 

I have now been ſilent for a conſiderable 
time, and that for prudent reaſons; though at 
the ſame time I have often found my earthen 
veſſel full freighted with Goſpel-treaſure, which 
| was defirous of communicating to you: but 
as ſome of the dear brethren belonging to your 


fceble tribe, did not approve of my epiſtolary 
correſpondence, I thought it moſt expedient to 


be dormant for a ſeaſon. Through rich mercy 
I find a tender conſcience; therefore would 
not willingly grieve any of the dear children 
of God: I can ſay, that that ſweet beatitude is 
much impreſſed upon my mind, namely, Bleſſed 
are the peacemakers, for they ſhall be called the 
Children of God. 
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The golden fruit of Peace J love, 
Which ſprings from Jeſus' heart above, 
To keep his children one; 
The more we feel of ſeſus' love, 
The gem of Peace we ſhall approve, 
That precious union-bond, 


But you well know that all my epiſtolary 
letters were upon that precious Jeſus, who is 
my life! my portion! ſalvation and glory! It 


is in him my foul would triumph from day to 


day! Jeſus and his ſalvation! Jeſus and his 
invaluable merits! Jeſus and his boundleſs 
grace] Jeſus and his tranſcendent love! Theſe 
be my rapturous themes in preaching, writing, 
and in converſe from day to day; for had I ten 
thouſand thouſand tongues, with the voices of 
the angelic choir, all would be too little to 
proclaim redeeming love ! Well might the en- 
raptured diſciple, whom Jeſus loved, uſher in 
redeeming love with a B. hold, what manner of 
love the Father hath beſlowed upon us, that we . 
ſhould be called the Sons of Ged ! 


O the ocean, ancient love 
Of an unchanging God! 
A giv'n Chriſt his love did prove, 
| Who ſeal'd that love with blood — 
With 
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With blood! Ah! that is the balm of infinite 
value; a divine reſtorative for all poor ſerpent- 
bitten, ſin- ſick ſouls; a ſovereign remedy for 
all ſoul-diſeaſes! May it pleaſe our gracious 
Father to grant that you and | may prove its 
divine efficacy upon our ſouls! ſo that we may 
be helped to ſing feelingly in our hearts, Unto 
him that hath loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priefls unto God; to him be glory and dominion 
fer ever and ever, Amen. Rev. i. 5, 6. 


The fountain of a Saviour's blood 

Was open'd for the ſons of God, 
To waſh away their fin; 

To waſh their ſcarlet crimes away, 

And bring them to eternal day, 
Made free from ev'ry ſtain, 


4 
4 
i 


O precious fountain of my Saviour's blood ! 
and was it opened for me | for vile, wretched 
me! O my ſoul ! feed on the melodious truth, 
the fountain was opened for fin and uncleanneſs, 
Zech. xiii. 1. opened in that day; (0 precious 
truth !) in that day when Jeſus got my hand, 
and claimed my heart; in that day when [ ſaw r 
myſelf caſt: out in the open field, to the lothing of 
my perſon, polluted in my own blood and filthineſs. 

K 3 O 


renn . 


O my ſoul ! meditate upon thoſe ſoul-reviving, 
ſoul-encouraging, and ſoul-delivering words, 
and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt bis Son cleanſeth 
from all ſm: hence I would obſerve, that he 
who is our houſe of mercy, our true ſanQuary, 
hiding-place and pavilion, is our efficacious 
BERTHSAIDA, in whoſe heart is that virtual 
pool; ſo that whoſoever by faith ſteppeth down 
into the pool or fountain of CHRIST's BLoop, 
is made whole of whatſoever diſeaſe he had, 
May I not farther add, that the five porches 
were typical of the five wounds of the Saviour's 
Body, in which all the poor, impotent, movrn- 
ing, fearing, ſickly, helpleſs folk, long to find, 
that he who was wounded for the iranſgreſſi;ns 
of his children, is that glorious angel who 
troubles the foul water of the pool of ſinners 
hearts, and then enables them by faith to 
plunge into the pool of his own blood. I do 
not mean to open that ſweet paſſage to which 
I refer, Jobn v. but only a few remarks by the 
way. 


O myſtic pool, which points to blood ! 
Tis only that can do us good, 
And eaſe our wounded hearts: 


No 
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No ſhadowy type for us will do, 
But blood that waſhes white as ſnow 
Muſt bring us near to God. 


However vile our hearts have been, 

T ho' ſtain'd with all attrocious ſin, 
And inwardly unclean ; 

The blood of our redeeming God 

Can ſtop the iſſue of our blood, 
And cleanſe us from our fin, 


My ſoul's deſire is, that you may be helped 
by precious faith to be living on a precious 
Chriſt, and that you may view him to be ſuch 
a Saviour as you ſtand in need off, and that 
out of his infinite fulneſs you may receive grace 
for grace, or rather grace upon grace, Thro' 
rich mercy at times I can ſay, to the glory of 
my Lord, that I am helped by faith to bring 
out of goodly Canaan ſome cluſters of Efhcol's 
(delicious) grapes. O how ſweet is it to an- 
ticipate the ſweets of heavenly Canaan, that 


true reſt which remains for the people of God, 
Heb. iv. 9. 


Reſt! O balmy word of truth 
A Reſt there is for all the ſons of God. 
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My dear EL.ndon, my humble wiſh and 
prayer is, that you may find more of the ſweet- 
neſs of a precious Goſpel, which is pregnant 
with heavenly myſteries, and that your ſoul 
may be filled with the breathings of the Holy 
Spirit; ſo will you ſweetly ſail in the ocean 
of JEHOVAH's EVERLASTING! MATCHLESS! 
and BOUNDLEsS LOVE! May you be as an 


clive-tree flouriſhing in the houſe of your God ! - 


May the oil of gladneſs be in the cruſe of your 
heart, and. the generous fruits of Canaan ' your 
daily repaſt! then will you go on your way 
rejoiging. 
Lou are much upon my heart and mind 
from day to day, for you are as dear unto me 
as if you was a part of my own charge; in 
ſhort, all your dear people have a place in my af- 
fections, and I can feelingly pray for your proſ- 
perity in all things ; even now while writing [ 
feel meltings of heart towards you, and could 
bedew this preſent epiſtle with tears of love, 
mingled with tears of forrow ; but all is well, 
ſince we are bleſſed Id, and are for ever ont 
IN JEHOVAH JEsUs! Therefore whither thou 
goeſt I will go, aud whither thou lodgeſt I wall 
lodge . Thy people ſhall be my people, and thy 
Cad fhall be my God; — where thou dieft will I 
die, 
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die, and there will I be buried: — and as thy 
heart is as my heart, with whom I have had 
ſweet counſel, let us go from ftrength to 
ſtrength, till we appear before God in Zion, 
for our Lord wil give GRACE and GLoRY. 


1 cannot call in queſtion friendſhip's fruit, : 

Fruit proves your friendſhip as yon boughs the 
root; 

The root muſt die, if ever friendſhip ceaſe, F 

Our comfort's this, our friendſhip grows thro? 
grace: 

It was not nature made our hearts as one, 

But life infus'd from Chriſt the living Stone; x 

This wond'rous knot of love none can untie, 

The knot was tied from all eternity. 

Behold yon Seraph and Cherubic choirs 

Th' myſtery of this myſtic love admire! 

That ſinful man friendſhip divine ſhould prove, 

Loy'd with a flame of pure unchanging love ! 
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Ian, my dear ELnox, 


inviolably Yours, 
EMELLAH. 


LETTER 
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Dear UAN DER, 


CCcoRDING to your deſite J have ſent you 
the following, which is a faithful copy 


of The Spiritual Mariner to MaRDALLAn at 
Gilead, 


From a Spiritual Mariner, now riding at anchor 


on board the ſhip Trial, in the ſea of Tribula- 


tion. 


Dear Friend and Brother in IEsus, whom I love 
in the truth, and for the truth's ſake which 
dwelleth in you, and ſball be with you for 
ever, Grace and Peace be multiplied 
threugh the knowledge of Gop, 
and JESUS our LoRD, 


1 myſelf, through the great 
goodneſs and mercy of God, my little 
veſſel ſtill bears up againſt the tempeſtuous 
wind called Euroclydon, that is, the north-eaſt 
wind, which is very boiſterous. Sometimes J 
have been exceedingly toſſed, and failing ap- 
peared dangerous, as if the voyage would be 
with hurt and damage; ſo that I was fearful of 

running 
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running under a certain iſland, which is called 
Clauda, which ſignifies broken or weeping, which 
may be figurative of a ſoul in ſpiritual tempeſt, 
endeayouring to take ſhelter in an arm of fleſh, 
or in the iſland of Carnal Reaſoning ; in either 
of which, if we take ſhelter, our peace is brok- 
en, our ſouls are wounded, conſequently, we 
muſt be brought back with weeping and la- 
mentation. In this ficuation I found it very 
dificult to come by the boat of the Goſpel, 
namely, By grace ye are ſaved through faith. 
Again, at other times I have experienced, that 
neither ſun nor ſtars in many days appeared; 
and no ſmall tempeſt lay on me, and almoſt all 
| hope of being delivered, or ſaved, was taken 
away, When in the aforeſaid ſituation I en- 
deavoured, with my own hands, to lighten the 
ſnip, namely, by caſting over-board doubts 
and fears, (lading which believing ſouls are too 
ſubject to take on board;) but I found it was 
not in my power to lighten my veſſel, or caſt 
forth my wares into the ſea;—this I found muſt 
be the work of a greater than Solomon. Again, 
at other times I would gladly have fled out of 
the ſhip, heartily wiſhing for a peaceful haven, 
At other times I have attempted to ſound or 
fathom the providence of God concerning me, 
2 but 
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but found it to be more than fiſteen fathoms, 
yea, more than twenty, yea, to be like his in- 
finite wiſdom, fathomleſs and unſearchable ; 
for his thoughts are not our thoughts, neither his 
ways our ways, You ſee that | have been toſ- 
fed in a tempeſtuous ocean by a contraſt of 
boiſterous winds, and not only ſo, but falling 
into a certain place where two ſeas meet, 
namely, the violent temptations of the devil, 
and corruptions of my evil heart, | expected 
to be wrecked every moment ; but lo! in this 
jeopardy I cried unto the Lord, and, to my 
great comfort, found that Jeſus was ſtil} in the 
ſkip; for he aroſe and rebuked the wind and 
the raging of the water, and they ceaſed, and 
there was a great calm, Fully convinced I 
am, that God is a ſovereign in providence as 
well as in grace, for he commandeth even the 
winds and the waters, and they obey him. O 
for a faith at all times to ſing, 


Then let winds blow, and tempeſts riſe, 
My anchor's hope ſhall ne'er remove; 
My cable is the pow'r of God, 
Made ſtrong by his electing love. 


O what a wonder am I to myſelf! ſo many 


years at ſea in a le:ky, and almoſt in a ſhip- 


wrecked 


— 
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wrecked condition, and that yet my ſhattered 
planks do ſtick together, is ſomewhat like Eze- 
lies viſion, namely, a wheel within a wheel. 
But to conclude; in the greateſt ſtorms and 
hurricanes of ſoul, theſe words have been a 
ſweet ſupport, namely, ſome on boards, and ſome 
on broken pieces of the ſhip, and ſo it came to 
paſs they eſcaped all ſafe to land. Every ſpi- 
ritual mariner on board the Saviour's fleet in 
the great fea of Tribulation, whoſe fails have 
been rent with boiſterous and contrary winds, 
has learned to praiſe and adore the ſovereign 
band of wiſdom, love and power, which has 
kept them from being deluged in the deep and 
briny ocean, and from being broke or wrecked 


zpainſt rocks, far more dangerous than Sqlla 
or Charybdis. 


J am, dear UANDER, 


Your fincere friend, 
and willing ſervant, 


EMELLAH. 


LETTER 
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EMELLAH to ELDON, on the invariable friend- 


Hip, faithfulneſs, unchangeabieneſs and perpe— 
tuity of Fehovab's love to bis children. 


Dear EL vDon, 


I WOU LD not have you to think “ out of 
* ſight out of mind; I ſincerely aſſure you 
it is not ſo with your very unworthy brother. 
Chriſt is precious to my ſoul, therefore his 
love has made you near and dear to my heart 
as a member of his myſtical body, as a precious 
ſapphire on the breaſt plate of judgment, bound 
to the heart of Jeſus by ten thouſand ſacred ties ; 
therefore I have no doubt but that love which 
has made us one in Jeſus, will keep us one for 
ever in the bonds of an everlaſting covenant ; 
for our Lord will never break covenant with 
his children, for he hateth putting away ; that 
is, he cannot, he will not do it; he cannot 
put away the Son of his love, neither the Bride 
which he hath bought with ſtreams of hal- 
lowed blood! JeHovaAn has ſaid, Iwill never 


leave thee nor forſake thee : in the original the 
promiſe 
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promiſe is doubled in the expreſſion , that our 
faith might be confirmed in its aſſurance, which 
is as if God had ſaid, „I will not; no, I will 
not; no, moſt affuredly I will not for ever 
leave thee, for ever forſake thee.” His com- 
paſſions indeed may be reſtrained, but cannot 
be extinguiſhed ; for thus ſaith IE HO VAR, 1 
have loved thee with an everlaſiing love] Not, I 
do love, and will love, which are both precious 
truths, but I have loved thee! The words are 
in the paſt tenſe, which are a diſplay of the fix- 
ation of Jehovah's heart on all the Elect in 
Chriſt before all worlds. O what an odorife- 
rous bed of roſes is this! What a delicious 
breaſt of conſolation ! What an overflowing 
fountain of living waters ! What, beloved, be- 
trothed in righteouſneſs, in judgment, in Jov- 
ing kindneſs, in mercies, and in faithfulneſs ! 
What, to be called Hephzi-bah, the Lord's de- 
lig, or the Lord delighteth in thee to be 
married unto Jeſus ! This is love indeed Love 
beyond expreſſion ! John might well ſay, Be- 
bold, what manner of love the Father hath beflowed 
upon us, that we (ſuch vile, wretched, hell-deſerv- 


ing ſinners as we are) ſhould be called the ſons of 
God 


* This is well known as a maxim among Greek gramma- 
rians, Che iſtet her Neſs, 
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God—his peculiar treaſure, his jewels of orna- 
ment and delight. Therefore, my dear ELDOx, 
we may come boldly to a throne of grace, in our 
friend, our brother, our huſband's name ! that 
we may at all times obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need; ſeeing that he ever liveth ty 
make interceſſion for us on a throne of mercy, in 
the moſt holy place, pleading for us the merits 
of his life and death. O for grace at all times 
to be looking unto Jeſus as our Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King! — to look unto him as the Rock 
that is higher than ourſelves !—to look unto 
him as a promiſe- making, promiſe- keeping, 
and promiſe-fulfilling Saviour! for all the pro- 
miſes are yea and amen in him, to the praiſe and 
glory of God — promiſes, which in their na- 
ture are free and gracious ; in their virtue 
quickening and purifying; in their value rich 
and precious | all deſigned for the EleQ, in or- 
der that they might have ſtrong conſolation, 
who have fled for refuge, to lay hold of the hope ſet 
befare them... 
My dear brother, look at what Jeſus has done 
for you; look at what he is now doing for you 
in glory; look: at. what he bas done in you, 
and look at what he has brought you through ; 
call to remembrance what ſupport you have 
| been 
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been favoured with under ſuch and ſuch trials 


and temptations ; and then methinks you will 
be ready to join with ſo poor a worm as | am, 
Here will I erect a pillar, here will I ſet. up 
my Ebenezer ; namely, hitherto the Lord 
hath helped me, yea, and he will ſtill help and 
deliver, becauſe his heart is ſet upon me for 
good, My dear brother, under all your wants 
come to the Father in the Son's name, and 
tell him you are come, defiring to take the be- 
nefit of Chriſt's blood and righteouſneſs. Do 
you feel your wants ? look at the promiſe ſuited 
to your caſe, and go to the Lord and plead it; 
you have the greateſt encouragement to come, 
becauſe he never denies; aſk and wait; beg 


for patience, for God's delays are no denials : 
—PFaith ſays, He that gave his Son for me, his 


Spirit to me, he will give me all things | need, 
if for my good and his glory. Pour your wants 
therefore into the compaſſionate boſom of your 
Covenant-Father, and he will ſupply all your 


needs, according to the riches of his glory by 
Chriſt Jeſus, 


Again, You ſtand in need every moment of 

a freſh ſupply of grace; further as you grow 
in grace, and in ſpiritual knowledge, your 
wants will appear greater and more in number ; 
FT. | and 


„ Es Ib P_ e » 


161 LETTER vin 


and this is God's manner of manifeſting him- 
ſelf unto us, as he does not unto the world. 
Revealed wants are powerful incentives to bring 
us to a throne of grace : we ſhould turn our 
wants into arguments, and tel] Jeſus that we 
are come to have them all ſupplied out of his 
ſulneſs: if your wants are many, the mercies 
of your Lord are great and many alſo; if your 
wants are without number, remember Jeſus 
mercies are numberleſs. May mercy, love, 
grace and goodneſs, be your ſong and mine in 
life and death, and to all eternity! Excuſe 
my ſimple, familiar way of writing; indeed [ 
am a poor creature, an unworthy, unprofitable 
worm, not worthy of your notice or regard, 
] hope to have the pleaſure of ſeeing you in a 
little time; — in the mean time do not forget 
me at a throne of grace. 


Jan, my dear ELDoN, 


Inviolably Yours, 
EMELLA I. 


P. S. Reſpecting myſelf, when I take a te- 
troſpective view of my almoſt unnumbered 


trials, I am conſtrained to admire the love, 
wiſdom 
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wiſdom and goodneſs of Ged towards me! not 
doubting, but that all that I have paſſed through 
was laid out for me by infinite Wiſdom, to be 
a part of my portion in this time-ſtate, which 
portion, through Divine goodneſs, I have rea- 
ſon to believe has come to my ſoul in a ſancti- 
fied way and manner. It is true, all potions 
which are medicinable, are not palatable z ne- 
vertheleſs the unpalatable may prove as great a 
reſtorative to an impaired conftitution, as a po- 
tion that is delicious : however, this I am fully 
convinced of, namely, that my phyſician's pre-' 
ſeriptions are all of a ſalutary nature, therefore 
cannot fail anſwering thoſe important ends which 
they were ſent to effect. Trials therefore may 
be ſaid to be bleflings in diſguiſe, or invaluable 
rubies, covered, as it were, with rude earth, 
Dear Ex pon, I have often thought ſince I have 
known Jeſus, that 


If all my trials were to be told, 

A folio would not half them hold, 
So complicated have they been, 
Contraſted troubles make the ſcene. 


But ſtill my God is wiſe and juſt, 
Then why ſhould mortal man complain; 
A needs be ſure there is for all, 


Which Wiſdom wiſely did ordain, 
L 2 From 
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From Marah, Lord, may I be kept, 
By thy Almighty love and pow'r; 
Thus will I bleſs the hand that ſmites, 
And, tho' thou ſlay me, will adore. 


LU T 1 & RM It 
EMELLAH ww” UANDER, 


Dear UAaNDER, 


* preſent I am fitting beneath the ſmiles 

of precious Jeſus, and I think I can ſay 
that I-feel a little of heaven in my ſoul ; yea, 
my heart ſaith, it is good for me to be here: 
but 1 have not always joyous viſions, nor views 
of the promiſed land from Piſgab's mount; 


foretaſtes of heaven here on earth are tranſient; . 


vic iſſitudes in experience and providence are 
what | look for in this low land ſtate; but to 
have ſome glimpſes of the GLoxy-Man, Je- 
HOVAH JEsvs, is of greater value than whole 
worlds of treaſure; a deſire in my heart to fol- 
low Jeſus, is love's alluring whiſper, or rather 
the voice of my beloved Bridegroom: Glory 


to his ſweet name! He does give me to drink 
I | of 
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of the brook of conſolation in the way, and 
helps me at times to let down the veſle] of 
faith into BEER-LAHAIROI, the well of him 
that liveth and ſeeth me; and at times I have 
been helped with joy to draw water out of 
falvation's glorious and inexhauſtible wells, and 
have ſang with melody in my heart, Spring 
up, O well. But all my times are in my Sa- 
viour's hands ; therefore although I vary in my 
frames, and ebb and flow in my comforts, in 
this my faith is anchored, namely, the feunda- 
tion of God flandeth ſure, having this ſeal, the 
Lord knoweth them that are his. — But here [ 
muſt break off, and proceed to give ſome ac- 
count of what you requeſted, 


You are well acquainted with that truth, 
namely, the Elect being preſerved in Chriſt 
Jeſus to calling ; and likewiſe, that underneath 
them are everlaſting arms, even while in their 
nature-ſtate, becauſe they are loved with an 
everlaſting lade: hence love's ſweet ſpring-tide 
runs under ground till the ſet time that it 
breaks up in the veſſels of mercy, who are ap- 
pointed to obtain ſalvation through Jeſus 
Chiiſt, Reſpecting myſelf, I have abundant 
reaſon to glory and rejoice in the preceding 
truth, when 1 take a retroſpective view of that 


L 3 great 
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great love that was towards me, and that kind 
hand which ſo wonderfully preſerved me in 
many remarkable dangers; therefore being pre- 
ſerved in Chriſt Jeſus till the appointed time, 
then by the appointed mean I was called, and 
at laſt was brought to the houſe of BETRH-HA- 
NAN; that is, the houſe of grace and mercy, 
The following therefore is what you requeſted, 
which was written on the banks of Cherwell, 
near Oxmeldon, | 


AN 
EVENING's MEDITATION 


FROM THE 


BANKS or CHERWELL 


EING now drawn from the fooliſh cla- 

mour of the ſons of vanity, and the hurry 

of the aſſiduous worldlings, I find ſweet con- 

folation and unfeigned delight in contemplat- 

ing the exquiſite workmanſhip of the God of 
my falvation. 


I think there is nothing in this great mu- 
ſeym more emblematical of the beauty and 
artleſs grandeur of the happy pair in their 


primæval ſtate in Eden's garden, than the 
blooming 
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blooming beauties which Nature produces in 
her vernal months. And even now methinks 
the enamelled meads and flowery banks con- 
ſpire in ſilent language to admoniſh their fallen 
ſovereign, man; at the ſame time in ſweet ſim- 
plicity harmonizing together to adore the al- 
mighty hand which gave them birth and 
beauty, 7 

But ah! thoughtleſs man, immerged in Na- 
ture's night, is deaf to all her charms and ad- 
monitions. To remind man of what he was 
in £den's domain, ſhe puts on her drapery of 
divers colours, which far excels the gorgeous 
robes of earthly fires, (for Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of the flowery 
tribes ;) — to remind man of what he is, the 
flowery tribes languiſh, droop and die. But 
alas! her friendly efforts to rouſe a guilty 
world prove ineffectual; but to the ſubjects 
of grace, whoſe affections are ſet on thingy 
above, Nature is as powerful in her rural 
charms, under the agency of the Lord the 
Spirit, to allure the ſoul into holy meditation; 
as the melodious notes played by the ruddy 


youth (the ſon of Jeſe were to expel the evil 
ſpicit from a prepoſſeſſed Saul: 


L 4 Nature, 
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| Nature, thou great preceptor to the ſons of God, 
Thou uſeful handmaid to a living faith. 


To the heaven-born ſouls all the beauties of 
creation, together with all the unnumbered 
bleflings of providence, as well as the ſoul-en- 
riching bleſſings of grace, are precious incen- 
tives to raiſe in our hearts a grateful flame to 
our munificent and indulgent parent, Tread- 
ing the ſpacious lawn, I was charmed with 
the rich embroidery on which I trod; Well, 
thought I, how far does Nature's carpet excel 
all human art! How profuſely rich, various 
and numberleſs are her brilliant tribes! Some 
I perceived were arrayed in milk-white robes, 
which I viewed to be emblematic of thoſe 
which came out of great tribulation, who had 
waſhed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. Others appeared in 
ſcarlet and golden hue, (colours which far ex- 
cel the Indian dyes) which I viewed to be a 
ſweet emblem of that glorious raiment of 
needle-work and wrought gold, with which 
my ſoul is covered, even the ſpotleſs righieouſ- 
neſs of the Lamb of God, (who is my elder 
brother, and precious head of influence) in 
which royal robe I ſhall one day enter into 


the 
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the King's palace with gladneſs and rejoicing. 
Allured with the precious loadſtone of a Sa- 
viour's love, I was led to a more ftrict obſer- 
vation of the flowery tribes: ſome I perceived 
were of a more diminutive kind than others, 
yet as richly mantled, and as perſectly happy in 
their ſtation as thoſe of greater magnitude; all 
appeared to be ſovereigns in their little ſpheres, 
and laviſh to diſcloſe their given beauty, to at- 
tract the contemplative eye, and feaſt the muſ- 
mg mind, Theſe I viewed as a ſtriking em. 
blem of the children of the Bridegroom, ſome 
of which appear more feeble, and to have leſs 
underſtanding than others in the deep things of 
God, yet are they as comely in the immaculate 
robe of their elder brother's righteouſneſs, as 
thoſe of greater magnitude in knowledge and 
underſtanding; and may be conſidered as ſo- 
vereigns, on account of their being under the 
reign of grace, and intereſted in that promiſe, 
namely, Sin ſhall not have dominion over you z 
and will, under the dews of heaven and genial 
ſhowers of grace, diſcloſe their beauties as the 
flowers of electing love, by liſping forth the 
ſweets of Jeſus' name, and telling in Zion what 


the Lord hath done for their fouls. 
Juſt 


rern 17 


Juſt as I was about to return from ſo agree- 
able a ſituation, I lifted up mine eyes to the 
heavens, and, looking towards the ſkirt of the 
ſouthern ſky, I perceived a ſmall aſcending 
cloud, attended with a ſucceſſion of others, 
which in a little time collected themſelves into 
one. Carried with ſpeed by zephyr's gales they 
gained the maſtery of the æthereal azure, eclipſ- 


ing from my ſight bright Phebus' golden rays. 
The ſudden viciflitude ſeemed to caſt a gloomy 


mantle on the embroidered meads ; but while 
I was muſing, the gentle ſhowers began to de- 
ſcend from the placid heavens on the flowery 
banks and meads, refreſbing and ſtrengthening 
them for greater growth. In my flow of 
thought I perceived the weak and feeble, and 
thoſe that were in alanguiſhing condition lifted 
up their heads, as if they would acknowledge 
the beneficence of their Creator for the benign, 
refreſhing, -and ſeaſonable ſhowers : I viewed 
them as unnumbered witneſſes of Jehovah's 
bounty, and with profound filence preaching to 
my ſoul his ſovereignty, the doctrine of mo- 


mentary dependance, and the great leſſon of 
gratitude: 


But ah ! that wretch am I, 
Who oft ungrateful prove to Chriſt my God. 


The 


„„ A. 4% BY. BY A 


EMELLAH to UANDER. 17Þ 


The preceding circumſtances cauſed great 
reflection and ſearchings of heart; alſo were in- 
centive, under ſovereign influence, to ejacula- 
tory prayer: O how did my ſoul begin to 
thirſt for the refreſhing ſhowers of grace! I 
thought on thoſe ſweet promiſes, namely, J 
will make them like a watered garden, I will wa- 


ter them every moment; — there ſhall be ſhowers of 


bleſſings 3 — I will come down upon them” like the 


early and latter rain; — And thou ſendeſt a gra- 


cious rain, and refreſbeſt thine heritage when it 


was weary, I thought of the ſounding of his 


bowels, and of his moſt tender compaſſions to- 
wards his ſeeble children, and of thoſe pathe- 


tic, balmy, melting words, namely, He will . 
not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoking 


fax, Indulged with the ſweet ſpring - tide of. 


the preceding promiſes, my foul was humbled * 
1 


in the duſt under a ſenſe of the love and 
boundleſs goodneſs of the Lord; at the ſame 
time had an affecting ſenſe of the great depths 
of the defection of my nature, and thought if - 
my head was a Cherwell or Ves e, I eould weed 


them 
FP, 


® Two rivers near Oxmeldon, | £ 
O running Cherwwell was thou in my head .- 
O flowing Ii were my fleſh thy bed! 


I bet 


'Þ 
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- them both away in briny tears on account of 


prefigured the ſpiritual and eternal covenant 
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my vileneſs and fin; at the ſame time'tears of 
love from a feeling ſenſe that my Jeſus, (who 
was baptized in blood and ſorrows for my ſoul 
on Calvary) has multiplied to pardon with vir- 


tual applications of his precious blood to my 
conſcience. 


After the unnumbered millions of commiſ— 
fioned drops from the cloudy veſſels had faith- 
fully performed their Sovereign's will, the 
pleaſing rainbow appeared in the cloud, (how 
wonderful its form, and admirable its radiant 
colours!) which I admire as the confirming 
ſign of God's covenanting with Neah, which 


of peace made with Jehovah Jeſus in behalf 
of all his elect; my covenant was with him of 
life and peace; with everlaſiing kindneſs will I 
baue mercy upon thee, ſaith the Lord thy Re- 
deemer : for this is as the waters of Nah unto 
thee ; 

I feel ſuch love to Chriſt, that both ſhould flow 


In ſtreaming tears of love to him 
Who drank the bitter cup and bore my fin, 
And felt for me vindi&ive wrath and woe 
When on the croſs he dy'd a ſhameful death, 
And for his children dear reſign'd his breath, 
O Jeſus may I to a lembic turn, 
And feel the contraſt ſweet, to love and mourn ! 
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thee ; for as I have ſworn that the waters of Noah 
ſhiuld no more go over the earth, ſo have I ſworn 


. 


_—_ that I would not be wroth with thee, Here I was 


Jed to view Jeſus, the mighty Angel clothed with a 
cud, and a rainbow upon his bead; and that he 
dwelleth in thick darkneſs, even when the ſoul 
is ſurrounded with darkneſs, and when all ſeems 
darkneſs within, yea, even when the ſoul is 
walking in the cloud of darkneſs, and has no 
light, even then JEHovan JEsus dwelleth in 
that cloud, for the darkneſs and light are both 
alike to him; yea, he has ſet his bow in the 
cloud, variegated with love, mercy, and good- 
neſs; yea, my God hath ſaid, that the bow 
ſhall be ſeen in the cloud. O that precious word 
SHALL !. a word of unſpeakable comfort, which 
my eye of faith, when cleared under ſovereign 
influence, has beheld with pleaſure ; then have 
| read the eternal engraving on the bow of di- 


vine faithfulneſs, I will never leave thee, nor 
forſake thee, 


LETTER 
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Uanver t EMELLAH, en the fickneſs and 
death of the amiable MARDALLAH, Paſtor 
at Gilead. Hes 


C< 


— 
— 
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MaARDALLAH finding that his ſickneſs would 
| be unto death, ſends for the deacons of his 
church, and ſignifies to them his great de- 
ſire to ſee all his little lock once more be- 
fore his departure, that if it ſhould pleaſe 
his Lord and Saviour, he might be helped 
.to drop a few words to them before he felt 
aſleep in Jeſus. MarDALLAH's deſire 
-was made known to all his church, who, 
with glowing love and willing feet, came 
round their dying paſtor, which ſight gave 
him apparent joy: he therefore deſired two 
of the brethrea would raiſe him up from 
his pillow ; this being done, he addreſſed 
them in the following ſolemn, pathetic 
language : 


a So & BD 


cp ©S 


oo my SS 33 


| Hy dear Charge in my precious Jeſus, who is 
your great Shepherd and mine, 


HAVE now been with you more than the 
time that Jacob ſerved, in the houſe of La- 
Jan, for his beloved Rachel; and. I can ſay, 


for 
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for the love I have had to you, they have 
ſeemed unto me as a few days; but I now per- 
ceive that the ftar of my miniftry is ſet, and 
the candle of my labours is gone out, no 
more to be lighted: I am now no more, no 
longer a watchman, to lift up my voice like 
a trumpet on the walls of Feru/alem to admo- 
niſh you, a miniſterial guide to conduct you, 
or an under ſhepherd to feed you; my great 
Shepherd, Jehovah Jeſus, that ſent me and ſet 
me here amongſt you, is now calling me from 
you to be for ever with him in yonder perfect 
ſtate of reſt, which remaineth for the people of 
God. 

Of myſelf, beloved in Jeſus, J can ſay no- 
thing, but as Gideon once ſaid of himſelf, My 
thouſand is the meaneft in Manaſſeb, and I am the 
leaft in my father's houſe ; ſo I ſay, my talent is, 
of many, the meaneſt, and I am the leaſt, the 
weakeſt, and unworthieſt of many miniſters in 
God my Father's vineyard. I am but an 
earthen veſſel, the treaſure is the Lord's; I am 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints; I am nothing, 
yea, leſs than nothing in my own fight ; there- 
fore the little good which hath been done by 
me, as an inſtrument, it is the Lord bath dong 
it ; let all the glory be given to Chriſt Jeſus. 

And 
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And now, my dear children, having no more 
time nor place to teach you; let me, as a lovet 
of your ſouls, as one who has long wiſhed to ſee 
of the travail of my Redeemer's ſoul in you: O 


let me, I ſay, with burning love in my heart, 


and earneſt longings in my ſoul, and, with the 
language of faithfulneſs in my tongue, intreat, 


perſuade and beſeech you to cry to Jehovah 
the Spirit, that it may pleaſe him to enable 


you to remember what you have heard, ſo that 
you may bring forth the genuine fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs, and 'that you may have a growing 


knowledge in the ſublime, fundamental and 
foundation doctrines of Grace, and an increaſ- 


ing, experimental acquaintance with every 


Goſpel-truth, and that in a ſenſe your whole 


lives may be a practical commentary on the 


invaluable ſcriptures of inſpiration. Here 


he was conſtrained to ftop by reaſon of his 
great weakneſs; but was juſt heard to ſay, I 
have ſomething yet to ſay for precious Jeſus.” 
MARDALLAH 2gain revived, crying out, O 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt ! O the ſweet- 
neſs and preciouſneſs of my Jeſus! Now my 
ſoul feeleth his ſweet name like ointment pours 
ed forth, therefore, as one of his virgins, I love 
nim ; my. Beleved is nine, and I am bis. O my 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus! my Chriſt ! my All ! Thy chariot is in- 
deed paved with love for the daughters of Feru- 
fam.“ He then deſired his dear people (who 
were all ſolemnity while hanging on the lips 
of their dying paſtor to catch the feelings of 
his ſoul, with floods of mingled tears of ſorrow 


and love) would join with him to ſing the fol- 
lowing : 


My Saviour he is all to me, 
My wants he has ſupply'd; 

An ocean free of love to me, 
Comes thro? his wounded fide, 


My Jeſus he is all to me, 
In him I do confide ; 

A fountain free is Chriſt to me, 
1 nothing want beſide. 


MarDALLAH animated with ſweet antici- 
pation of the glories of eternity, and with a 


bort of heaven in his heart, and bowels of un- 


ſeigned love to his dear flock around him, thus 
addreſſed them: „My dearly beloved in Jeſus, 
it is a bleſſing inconceivably great to be called 
to be the Lord's witneſſes ; (ye are my witneſſes, 

M | faith 
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faith the Lord ;) your dying brother and paſtor 
has for many years been a witneſs of the bleſſed 
and precious realities that there are in the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, I have frequently told you, 
-both from the pulpit and in private.converſa- 
tion, how the Lord has ſupported :me under 
ſharp, fiery trials, great croſſes, and briny af- 
fictions, and how | had been led to ſee that all 
things did work together for my good *; and 
] can now ſay, to the glory of my precious Je- 
ſus, that I can.praiſe him for every diſpenſation 
of his providence which I have been brought 
through; I ſee that love was the label written 
on every bitter potion ; that needs be was writ- 
ten on every temptation ; friendſhip on every 
pricking thorn; uſefulneſs on every grieving 
brier, and faithfulneſs and mercy on every.twig 
of Adoption's rod. I have found his grace 
ſufficient for me, and his ſtrength perfected in 
my weakneſs, both as a herald and a child; 


and 


All men and all things work the will of God, to bring 
to a final iſſue his predeftinated purpoſes, It is true, that 
while wicked men are working their own will from the origia 

of fin, yet doth this fall under the permiſſive will of - God, 
vhich he overrules by his ſovereign will for the gl ry of his 
love cr juſt ce, for the glory of his love and grace in all che 
Elec, and for his juſtice in all impenitent finners, 
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and even now your Jeſus and my Jeſus, your 
ſhepherd and my ſhepherd, your bridegroom 
and my bridegroom, is even now cau/ing me 
to drink of his ſpiced wine of the juice of his 
pomegranate ; his left hand is now under my 
bead, and O with what unutterable love dah 
his right hand embrace me! I feel that under- 
neath me are laid everlaſting arms, and can 
read my worthleſs name in the Lamb's book 
of life, in the grand archives of heaven ; yea, 
my dear Redeemer has ſet me as a ſeal upon 
his heart, as a ſea] upon his arm, and given me 


to know that his love to me is ſtronger than 
death, 


As to thoſe doctrines which I have delivered 
to you conſtantly and faithfully, ever fince 
that ſolemn day that I was ſet over you in the 
Lord, I now die in the firm belief of them all. 
The ſuper-ſettlements of the Ele& in Chriſt, 
{the ancient mountain of myrrh and hill of 
franckincenſe) together with the underfall ſet- 
tlements and the ſovereign operations of Jeho- 
vah the Spirit in and upon the redeemed of 
Jehovah Jeſus, have been the ſubject matter 
of my laborious, yet truly pleaſant miniſtra- 
tions, which glorious truths have been and now 

M 2 are 
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are unto my ſoul, like ambroſial balm and rich 
æthereal gums, or like a cryſtal phial full of 


| ſweet odours; yea, they are full breaſts of 
conſolation, Theſe truths are permanent and 


ſtable, (not like the yielding ſand) being 
grounded in the eternal Rock of ages; altho' 
theſe -precious truths have been daſhed with 
the breaking waves of troubled anti-evangeli- 
cal teachers, yet have they ſent forth free flow- 
ing ſtreame, with unbounded redundancy, into 
the hearts of God's ele, from one generation 
to anather, and have been unto them more ſweet 
than Ehſian gardens.” 


MAR DALLAk was now ſpent ; death ſweats 
were on him, and every breath appeared as if 
it would have been his laſt, Once more he 
looked round him on his dear children in the 
Lord, and ſaid, ** O this is a bed of roſes, a 
bed of love! My Jeſus has made all my bed in 
this ſweet affliction; the bed to which this 
body is going, my Lord has embalmed it with 
his own ; and as for death there is none, my 
Redeemer hath drawn its ſting, that I might 
only paſs through the ſhadow or valley, and 
even there my Shepherd will be with me; my 
great High Prieſt will ſtand in the ford of Fer- 

I dan, 
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dan, in the ſhort ſpace between time and eter- 


nity, to welcome this ſoul of mine into his 
eternal embraces. And now before I go, let 


me addreſs myſelf to my God on your behalf, 
as Moſes did in behalf of the twelve tribes of 
Hrael before he died, by the word of the Lord 
« Let this flock live, and not die; let them live the 
life of faith and loving obedience, and not die 
from their zeal, from truth, or from their com- 
forts or cordial affection to each other; let 
their hands be ſufficient for them, and be thou 
an help to them from their enemies; teach 
thou their hands to war, and their fingers to 


fight againſt fin, Satan, the world, and all 


the enemies of their peace and falvation, 
Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with him 
whom thou mayeſt ſet over this little flock 
of thine ; and let him be as thy holy one whom 
thou didſt appoint at Maſſab, a tried and ap- 


proved minifter. Let this church of thine, as- 


thy beloved, dwell in ſafety by thee, and cover 
them under the wings of thy ſovereign protec- 
tion all the days of their pilgrimage ; let them 
be bleſſed with the precious things of beaven, 


with the benign influence of thy Holy Spirit, 
with all heavenly graces and genial ſhowers of 
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abounding grace, for the good will of him that 
dwelt in the buſh, Let the bleſſing of all good 


things ſweetly and conſtantly come down upon 


them; the Lord make your glory like the firſt- 
ling of a bullock, for your excellency and amia- 
bleneſs in the eyes of ſiſter- churches and ſaints, 
and for your growth in ſpiritual knowledge and 
aſſimilating conformity to Chriſt and his holy 
word, The Lord make you to rejoice in your 
goings out and comings in, and make you like 


a lion for your victory over all your adverſaries 


for your watchfulneſs and valour. The Lord 
ſatisfy you with favour, and fill you with joy 
and peace in believing, and make you lovely 
and acceptable in the eyes of all your brethren, 
And noto, brethren, I commend you to God and 
to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among 
all them which are ſanfified. Finally, bre- 
thren, farewell; be per fect, be of good comfort, 
be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love 
and peace be with you.” Here MARDALLAH 
ſtopt, and appeared as if he was departed. A 
brother ſtanding near, again perceived his lips 
to move, and bowed down his head to liſten, 
and heard him ſay, O my Elijab Jeſus, let thy 

Spirit 
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Spirit reſt on this Eliſba, thy little church be- 
fore thee,” He again was juſt heard to whiſ- 
per, Why is his chariot ſo long in coming? 
why tarry the wheels of his chariot ?” which 
were his laſt words; after which he fell aſleep 
in Jeſus, Thus died the tried but amiable 
MARDALLAH, our dear brother and valuable 
ſhepherd in Jeſus. 


Your affectionate 
Gilead, | 


UANDER, 
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Thro' ſtorms, diſtreſs and pain we go, and conflicts here, 

Yet He who over Iſrael reigns, has bid us not to fear; 

Thro' Tribulation's fea the ranſom'd Bride muſt come, 
Commiſſion's all her trials are, but Chriſt will guide her home, 
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1 Cox. x. 3, 4. 


Ard did all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, and did all drink the 
ſame ſpiritual drink ; for they drank of that ſpiritual Rock that . 
follewved them, and that Rock was Cłriß. 
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ON THE 


CLOUD Trar cup ED ISRAEL. 


| HEN the Almighty God in his wiſe 
and unerring Providence appointed to 


lead the tribes of Hael, (which he had brought 
out of the houſe of bondage) for the ſpace of 


forty years, through a dry, barren and dread- 
ful wilderneſs, himſelf undertook to be their 
wonderful and glorious guide, giving them a 
moſt ſignificant and lively repreſentation of 
his Divine preſence in this Cloud; not as if the 
incomprehenſible JeHovan could be encloſed 
in a cloud, for he fills both heaven and earth, 
yea, all ſpace and duration, with his immenſity 
and omnipreſence : but here the Lord conde- 
ſcended to the childiſh capacity of his people, 
by letting forth one ſingle ray of his inviſible 
glory, for his church's direction in a pathleſs 
wilderneſs, 
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wilderneſs, in their pilgrimage to the goodly 
Canaan. 

This pillar of cloud and fire was entirely 
ſupernatural, and was one of the ſtanding mi- 
racles that the ETERNAL JEnovan indulged 
his people with, all the time of their journey, 
which was forty years“. The perſon mani- 
feſting himſelf in this cloudy pillar bears the 
adorable name JEHOVAH, Exod. xiii. 21. And 
the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a 
cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a 
pillar of fire, to give them light ; to go by day and 
night, He is alſo called the Angel of God, Exod, 
Xiv. 19. And the Angel of God went before the 
camp of Iſrael: likewiſe ſuch a glorious Angel 
that was both of God's nature and name, E x9. 
xxili. 20, Behold I ſend an Angel before thee to 
keep thee in thy way, and to bring thee into the 
place which I have prepared: beware of him, and 
obey his voice; provake him not, for he will not 
par don your tranſgreſſions ; for my name is in him, 
He is alſo called the Angel of God's preſence, Iſa. 
Ixiii. 9. And the Angel of his preſence ſaved them : 
which Angel Paul calls Chriſt, whom the //- 


raelites 


® This is the glory of the Old Teſtament, that it had many 
wonderful and glorious appearances of the great and covenant 
Ged in a {weet and familiar way to his people, 
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raelites tempted in the wilderneſs by their 
murmuring, rebellions, and ingratitude, 1 Cor. 


x. 19. Neither let us tempt Chrift, as ſome of them 


alſo tempted, &c, Now the Lord Jeſus, in a 


moſt wonderful and glorious manner, is typi- 
fied by this Cloud, I/. iv. 6. This Cloud 
was a figure or ſymbol of JeHovan's preſence 
with his people; for the Lord many times 
pleaſed to manifeſt his Divine preſence by the 
Clouds. JEHOVAH in a cloud appeared to his 
ſervant Moſes, Exod. Xix. 9. And the Lord ſaid 
unto Moſes, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud ; 
ſo in Lev. xvi. 2. for I will appear in the cloud 
upon the mercy- ſeat. His bow alſo being ſet in 
the cloud was a precious and delightful ſign of 
his covenant-favour. When this pillar of the 
cloud moved before the Jraelites, they travelled 


forwards by day; and when the pillar of hre 
moved by night, the tribes moved onward by 
night ; neither did it depart from them by day 
nor night, but was a faithful and conſtant guide 
thro? the terrible wilderneſs; in which I view it 
as aftiiking and lively ſymbol of JEHovan ]t- 
sus being the conſtant guide of his Spouſe and 
Bride through all providential changes, viciſh- 
tudes, and various frames of ſoul, till he brings 
her to the heaven]y Canaan, which flows with 


ha milk 
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milk and honey. This Cloud was likewiſe u 
figure of the. great Redeemer, becauſe it is 
called the Lord's going before them, Dear. iv, 
30. which points out Chriſt the Saviour as the 

glorious leader of his beloved children, taking 
them by the arms, and teathing them to go. Hence 
as this pillar of a Cloud led /frae! through un- 
known ways ſafe to the promiſed Canaan, which 
was the glory of all lands; ſo IR HoVAH Jesus 
is the infallible guide to the ſoul through all 
the unknown paths of -providence and grace, 
to eternal happineſs and glory. This cloudy 
.pillar moved freely without any human aid, be- 
cauſe the Lord dwelt in the Cloud; ſo the 
Eternal JeHovan moves freely in his love, in 
all the diſpenſations of his providence, and 
operations of bis wondrous and glorious grace 
for the ſalvation! of his choſen flock; yea, it 
may be juſtly averred, that IEHOVA in all 
bis Divine PERSONS has been moving in his 
love towards his people from all eternity. This 
Cloud was of ſuch a wonderful form as to 
cover the whole camp of Iſruel , Pſal. cv. 39. 
He ſpread a cloud for a covering; which I view 

to be a moſt bleſſed and glorious emblem of 

the 


It is ſuppoſed that this Cloud covered twelie miles in 
compaſs. 6 
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the everlaſting, unchanging and covering cloud 
of his boundleſs love to his redeemed people: 
every poor fickly and feeble Mraelite, yea, 
every ſucking babe was ſafe under this won- 
drous Cloud: fo is every weak feeble afflicted 
tried and mourning babe belonging tothe Log D 
Jesus, as ſafe and ſecure under the covering 
cloud of his invariable love, as if they were 
already in the erernal ſtate of reſt, 

This Cloud covered Iſrael from the wrath of 
Pbaraob and his formidable army, whoſe hearts 
burned with Satanical fire againſt Miſes and 
the favoured' tribes; ſo the Lord Jeſus covers 
and defends his Elect, when whole ſhafts of 
fiery darts come from the bows of infernal ſpi- 
rits againſt their ſouls, and ſhelters them from 
the heat of violent perſecution, and the furious 
rage and angry ſurges of the ſea of indwelling 
fin, The Cloud covering the Iſraelitiſß camp 
muſt be very ſweet and refreſhing in their pre» 
ſent ſituation; in which reſpect I view it as a 
delighiful figure of the refreſhing and covering 
ſhade of a Saviour's blood, invaluable righteouſ- 
neſs and atonement; which covers all the church 
militant, while paſſing through this waſte 
howling wilderneſs, O ttie ſweetneſs and 
greatueſs of the dear Redeemer's boundleſs 


N love 
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love to his Spouſe and Bride! O my ſoul, mayett 


thou be helped to admire and adore with flam- 
ing affection the matchleſs grace, and amazing 
wonders of Divine love, even that vaſt love of 
\Jenovan's heart, which he laid out, and let 
out, in the higheſt degree, in and upon his dear 
children, who ate his peculiar. people, whom he 

calls his glory, Iſrael my glory! This, pillar of 
' cloud and pillar of fire, was the medium of 
JERoVAH's preſence with his people; ſo is the 
GLory-Man, ChRISsT Jesvs, the grand and 
only medium of all grace and glory to all the 
redeemed je wels of his love. This Cloud alſo 
-waited all the indigencies and neceſſities of the 
Iſraelites in all their journeyings to the goody 
naan; it reſted in order that they might reſt, 
and moved according to their travelling; which 
I view as a ſweet expreſſive emblem of the ten- 

der compaſſions of our precious Chriſt, who 

not only waits on our neceſſities, but bears 

with all our infirmities, needs and wrakneſſes, 

and graciouſly ſupplies all the wants of his 
people out of his infinite fulneſs. O my ſoul, 

what.canſt thou defire more than what there is 

in precious Chriſt ! .O proſtrate: thyſelf before 

him! It may be thy wants are numberleſs, and 

the depths of thy vileneſs inexpreſſible; and 

that 
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that thy complaint is, that thou canſt not 
pray, that thou canſt only ſigh and mourn ;— 
well, Jeſus knows the language of ſighs and 
groans, and therefore -he will help and bleſs 
thee, and give thee to know that thou art 
bleſſed, and that thou ſhalt be BLESSED. 


Guide me, O my precious Jeſus, 

Thro' this pathleſs wilderneſs; 
Help me in each trying hour 

With thine all-ſufficient grace. 


4 6. © Þ 


MANNA TraT FED ISRAEL, 


HE Manna which came down from hea- 
ven, prefigured, in a moſt wonderful and 
pleaſant way, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the true 
Bread of Lite which came down from heaven. 
In the Manna coming down from heaven we 
have a moſt beautiful and admirable correſpond- 
ence of the type with the glorious antitype, 
The quality or colour was unſullied white, 
N 2 | like 
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like tranſparent gum “; which I view to be a 
ſweet type of the immaculate purity of the 
adorable Jeſus in his. nature perſon and obe- 
dience, as pugity and holineſs freely. flowed 
fram his heart, as virtual water from a foun- 
tain. Tbe prepared and given Manna in form 
was round, like unto a coriander-ſeed ; which 
may be viewed as pointing out to us the eter- 
nity of a precious Redeemer's love, which is 
too ancient for a date, too laſting and perma- 
nent for a period:—O my ſoul, mayeſt thou 
be helped to glory in its unchangeableneſs and 
perpetuity! This Manna was prepared by the 
infinite wiſdom and matchleſs power of God 
alone; it was the wonderful and glorious work 
of Deity ; in which reſpect I. view it as a pre- 
cious emblem of the Saviour's human nature, 
which was prepared in council and covenant 
before the foundation of the world. Hence 
Chriſt ſpeaking unto his Father, ſaid, A body 
bat thou prepared me : the formation alſo of that 
bely thing in the virgin's womb, was the won- 
derful and glorious work of the Lord the Spi- 
ti, Now as this Manna was wiſely prepared 

in 


'* Ainſworth obſerves, that there was a luftre and brilliancy 
in che Manna like the valuable ſtone Bdellium, which it of 
uai ſparent nature, 


| 
; 
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in heaven, in order to feed all the tribes of / 
racl in a wilderneſs-ſtate; ſo a precious and 
glorious . ſalvation was prepared in the Lord 
Chriſt before the world began, but is made 
known in time to an elect world, who are ap- 
pointed to obtain ſalvation through Jesvus 
CHrisT. The Manna was delicious, and 
the taſte of it was hike wafers made with honey; 
which I view as ſhadowing forth to the re- 
deemed ſubjects of grace, the incomprehenſible 
ſweetneſs that there is in precious Jeſus; in 
his preſence, in his invaluable word, in his ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes, and in his 
delightful ordinances. Jeſus, in his manifeſ- 
tive preſence, is the ſum of ſweetneſs, the ſpting 
of joy, the ocean of bliſs and conſolation ; His 
endearing and glorious preſence ſpreads a tranſ- 
porting fragrancy through all the armies in 
heaven; all the army of ſaints, who have been 
brought through great tribulation, and waſhed their 
robes in the blood of the LAMB ; who have taken 
poſſe ſſron of their prepared manſions and crowns 
of righteouſne/s which fade not away, are liv- 
ing monuments of the ſweetneſs of his un- 
clouded preſence, and ſing the higheſt notes 
of praiſe in the vaulted arches of the given 
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kingdom & of eternal glory. The Manna was 
a gift from the Eternal God, a gift from hea- 
ven; Then ſaid the Lerd unto Moſes, Bebold I 
will rain bread from heaven for yzu; which- I 
view to be a wonderful and glorious type of 
Chriſt, the tranſcendent unſpeakable gift of 
the Father's love: God fo loved the ele& 
world, that he gave the Beloved of his boſom 
to live and to die for them ; therefore we find 
our Lord ſaying in his humble ſtate, 7 am the 


living bread which came down from heaven; if 


any man eat of this bread, be Hall live for ever; 
ſo then, my ſou), thou art called to be looking 
unto Jeſus, to have all thy wants ſupplied, and 
to look upon him as the rich donation of the 
Father's love; not as the procuring cauſe of 
his love, but the glorious and bleſſed fruits of 


it. Manna was given every morning, it fell 


freely round about the camp of Vrael; which 
I view to be a lively type of the Lord Jeſus to 
his people, as the morning of mercies, or the 
opening the womb of his eternal and bound- 
leſs mercies, which lay hid in his unalterable 
decree, Now as there was a ſufficiency of 

heavenly 


The kingdom of heaven is not a purchaſed kingdom, but 
a given one —it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you the 
lung dom, 
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Heavenly Manna fell every morning to feed ſix 
hundred thouſand men, beſides women and 
children, ſo is there an all- ſufficiency in the 


adorable Jeſus to feed his ſpiritual HVrael: hence 


every ſerpent- bitten, ſin- ſick ſoul, who ſees 
its need of Chriſt, has an indubitable right to 


all the unnumbered bleſſings treaſured up in 


him, as they were all ſettled upon the Elect 
in Chriſt Jeſus before the foundation of the 
world, and will at the times appointed be com- 
municated to them through the unfruflrable 
operation of the Lord the Spirit. 

Manna was but a ſmall thing, like a cori- 
ander ſeed; yet had a moſt ſovereign virtue in 
it, in that it nouriſhed the whole J/raelitiſb fa- 
mily, and preſerved their health, ſo that there was 
not one feeble perſon among the whole camp. 
This 1 alfo view as an expreſſive type of the 
Lord. Jeſus, who came into this world in the 
humble form of a ſervant, little and-low in ap- 
peatance; yet has he all powerful efficacy and 
ſtrength of grace to uphold and ſuſtain all his 
children, and to cauſe all ſpiritual bleſſings to 


abound in them, to ſupply all their wants, and 


to n»uriſh them up to eternal life, 

The Manna which fell in the wilderneſs 
muſt be ground in the mill, baked in an oven, 
or. pounded in.a mortar before it was fit food 
N 4 fur 
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far the Jraelites; which I view to be a ſoul. 


paghaning type of the adorable and imma- 
culate Jeſus, who was bruiſed, pounded and 


broken on the crofs for a world of elect fouls 3 


Ja. liv. 4, 5. God, as it were, rolled together 
all the * of his people which he had taken 
to himſelf, and looked forward to the sis of 
all his Ele, (then living and theſe unborn) 
which he knew they would be guilty of; yea, 
this laft fin, and every wandering thought that 
I ſhall find while in this low-land Rate, (if I 
belong to Jeſus) was laid or rolled upon him in 
that awful and ſolemn day, when he was bruiſ- 
ed and cruſhed in the wine-preſs of the Father's 
wrath, when be made bis ſoul an offering for ſin. 
The Manna had a peculiar ſweetneſs, and was 
of a ſatisfying nature to the taſte ; which I think 
points forth the ſweetneſs of Jeſus in his blood 
and righteouſneſs, which is moſt ſweet to the 
mouth of divine faith: or may be conſidered 
as typical of Chriſt's balmy words, which 
dropped from his mouth, and are moſt ſweet. 
The Manna was given from heaven with the 
appearance of glory, according to Exod. xvi. 10. 
And, behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
cloud; that is, the effulgent rays of the God- 
head ; which I view to be typical of all the 

perſections 
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perfections of God, beaming forth in the inex- 

preſſible gift of his dear Son, and in the rich, 
inexhauſtible proviſion of his great love to his 

children; and that his word does us good, 
proving like apples of gold in pictures of filver, 

when ſet home upon our hearts with realizing. 
power by the HoLy Gros. 

Manna came down ſeaſonably and plenti- 
fully in the wilderneſe, when the travelling I/ 
raelites were juſt ready to periſh for want; 
which I think in a typical way opens to us- 
that ocean»fulneſs and ſuitableneſs that there 
is in the immaculate Bridegroom to the un- 
numbered wants of a poor ſenſible ſinner, as 
there is plenteous redemption and remiſſion of 
all iniquities, tranſgreſſions and ſins in his 
virtual, precious and invaluable blood. O my 
ſoul, there are in thy Jeſus multitudes of mer- 
cies, every way anfwerable to thy wants and 
neceſſities, to heal all thy maladies and fick- 
nefſes. There is likewife ſomething wonderful 
and glorious in the falling of the Manna; firſt 
there was a dew fell, after that the Manna 
came down, then a ſecond dew fell upon the 
Manna; ſo that the heavenly food lay between 
two dews until the riſing of the ſun, and then 


the J/raelites went out to gather their proper 
portion. 
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portion, Now by the dew falling before the- 
Manna, I think we may view it as typical of 


the precious dew of God's everlaſting love, 
which is the very ground- work of the ſalvation 


of God's choſen jewels, and the inexhauſtible 


ſpring and fountain of all joy and conſolation. 


The dew falling upon the Manna, and the 
Manna being encloſed, may be conſidered as 


typical of the LoxD JEsvs being encloſed in 
the love of his Father, as one in whom his ſoul 
delighted; therefore ſaid WISDOM-IEsus unto 
his Father, For thou lovedſt me before the foun- 
dation of the world. Further, the dew going 
up when the ſun aroſe, I conceive may be 
viewed as typical of the precious Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs ariſing and ſhining forth in the glory 
of his love in the preſent diſpenſation of Goſ- 
pel bleſſings and glory. Manna was a myſte- 
rious gift; the [/raelites wiſt not what it was; 
ſo the gift of the Lord Jelus is a deep, won- 
derſul, and myſterious blefling, he being Manna 
to feed upon, as a wonderful, eternal and ſa- 


tisfying portion, given in covenant-love by a- 
covenant-God. 


On Thee, dear Saviour, may I ever ſeed, 
And find Thee preſent in each time of need; 


Thy 


rene IS OO ES PO 


REMARKS en the Rock, &. 203 


Thy pard'ning love has broke this heart of mine, 
Thro' guſhing ſtreams of blood my ſoul is thine... 
But O! languiſh, Lord, to love thee more! ) 
On thee I feed, but long to feel that pow'r ( 
To help my ſoul· in each diſtreſſing hour. J 


R M A N K ſ 
| ON THIS 


RO C K THAT. FolLowed ISRAEL. 


"HE adorable Redeemer, who is emphati- 
cally the eternal Rock of Ages, enables 

his called children to view him ſmitten by the 
hand of juſtice for their tranſgreſſions; and 
from the opened veins of his bleeding heart, he 
ſends forth living, flowing ſtreams of virtual 
blood and water, to heal purify and cleanſe his 
Spouſe and Bride from her hourly pollution 
and fin, The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
elucidates this appearance of the Rock as a 
glorious type of the bleſſed Jeſus, For they 
drank of that ſpiritual Rock that foll-wed them, 
and that Rack was Chriſt, Now as Moſes, the 
ſervant of God, was a lively figure of the Law, 
ſo the rod with which he ſmote the Rock l 
view 
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view to be typical of the wrathful ſtroke of 
Divine Juſtice upon the Lamb caught in the 
thicket of his people's fins, who was wounded 
for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniqui- 
ties, The precious Redeemer may be fitly 
compared to a Rock, becauſe a Rock is a ſtable 
and ſure foundation for any edifice to be built 
upon; ſoft ſtones will not long bear a ſuper- WW 
ſtructure, but are ſoon waſhed away with tbe 
fluctuating waters: Chriſt is therefore emphati- 
cally ſtiled, The Strength of Iſrael; as ſuch he is 
a firm and unmoveable foundation for all his 
. redeemed to reft upon; rolling angry waves 
break and ſpend themſelves againſt this glorious 
Rock of Ages, but can never break this won- 
derſul foundation Stone; neither can all the 
rolling angry waves of temptation, perſecution, 
tribulation, from Satan or the world, nor 
all the riſing, working waves of indwelling 
fin, ever waſh out one elect ſtone from the 
bleſſed FounvaTion, Jesus Carist ; fot 
the foundation and ſupetſtructute are inſepa- 
rably One. O my ſoul !- implore the aid of 
the Divine Spirit, that thou mayeſt lay or rol! 
all thy pondrous cares, concerns of thy mind, 
and burdens of thy foul upon IEHOVAH-JzE- 


sus, who is all love, and boundleſs compaſſion 
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and everlaſting ftcength, and will never fail 
thee, leave thee, nor forſake thee, 

A Rock is permanent and durable; ſuch a 
Rock is the Gop-M an, Curisr Jssus; he 
knows no vieiſſitude; he is durable as the days 
of eternity in his love. O my ſoul! it is not 
all the variations of thy. frame, the coldneſs at 
times of thy affections, the barrenneſs of thy 
heatt, that can ever remove the love of thy cove+ 
nant-God and Saviour from thee. A Rock is 
delightful for ſhadow, a ſweet harbour in a 
hat weary land; ſuch a Rack is the great and: 
glorious Redeemer, who came in between the 
burning wrath of an offended Father, and guilty, 
offending children, ſhading them from the 
curſes, of a, broken law, and ſo delivering them 
from. the wrath to come, when they. deſerved 
eternal, baniſhment and damnation. O my 
ſoul, what inexpreſſible, inconccivable, ſuper- 
lative love is there in thy precious Chriſt, who 
is, and will be thy ſhadowy Rock all the days 
of thy pilgrimage in this: weary land, Iſa. 
xxxii. 2. 

Rocks have been looked upon as places of 
defence in times of danger from enemies; 
which I view as pointing to the LoxD Jesvs, 
who may juſtly be compared to a Rock for 

ſtrength 
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ſtrength and defence againſt all the formidable, 
infernal powers of darkneſs : hence we find the 
Lord ſpeaking by his ſervant 1/aiah, Let the in- 
bubitants of . the Rock ſing. A view of intereſt 
and ſecurity in this Rock, Chrift, made David - 
ſing, He only is my Rock-and my Salvation; he 
is my Defence, I ſhall not be moved. O my ſoul! 
.the whole power of thy covenant-God is inva- 
-riably engaged for thy defence and ſalvation. 
The Rock afforded the thirſty Mraclites no re- 
freſhing ſtreams of water, till it was ſmitten by 
the command of the Lord with his ſervant 
Moſes" rod; ſo the immaculate Saviour was 
ſmitten of God, firicken, ſmitten of God, an 1 af- 
ficted, Iſa. liii. 4. from whence flow virtual, 
healing waters for thirſty ſouls, which waſh 
away the guilt and filth of ſin from an elect 
word, and cauſe ſpiritual life to riſe higher 
and higher, through the tranſporting inunda- 
tion of thoſe ſanctuary-waters, which ſretly 
flow from ancient love, through bleeding, 
dying and interceding love. O that my foul 
may ever fee] the flowings-in of this virtual 
water from the bleſſed Rock that is higher 
. than 1, 


* 


My 


1 
4 
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My Rock, my Saviour, and my Shade! 
Through bleeding love my reſt is made 
In thy dear wounded heart: 


Aad virtual waters from my God, 
Heal all my wounds and ſmart. 


n „ n 
| ON THE 


WATER THAT FLoWED rox [SRAEL. 


THE ſmitten Rock iſſued forth abundance 

of water, as from a fountain, when the 
thirſty Jſraelites were ready to periſh ; ſo from 
the Divine Redeemer freely flow all the ſtreams 


of life, peace and ſalvation, as from a glorious 
'fountain-head: hence ſaith David, With thee 


is the fountain of life. Now as each fountain 
bath a ſpring in itſelf that cannot be exhauſted, 
ſo all the glorious, never-failing ſpring of ever- 
laſting love and grace center in the GLoRY- 


Man, Jenovan JEsus. Waters iſſued forth 
from the ſmitten Rock to allay the painful 


thirſt, 
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O let thoſe veins which-Aow'd with blood 
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-thirſt, and alſo to cool and comfort the [/raelites 
in theic wanderings and wearineſs; ſo from a 
precious Chriſt virtual waters flow forth in 
.abundance, which cool the ſcorching heat of 
an inflamed confcience, and revive with new 
ſtrength the. poor doubting -ſoul, that is ready 
to faint under his fears and diſtreſſing tempta- 
tions. Unto this Rock the fweer Pfalmiſt of 
jrael had recourſe in an awful, ſinning time, 
with O waſh me thorwughly from mine iniquity, 
And cleanſe me from my ſin. O my ſoul, mayeſt 
thou be helped to look into the clifts of this 
wonderful Rock, under the ſovereign winds of 
the Hol Y GHrosT! then wilt thou feel the 
-Lowing ſtreams of virtual water running in the 
dry: places of thy heart, and making thy wil- 
derneſs a pool. The: wonderful and great 
fla of waters: which came forih from the ſmit- 
ten Rock, were purely and only for the ſupply 
of the travelling raalites in the wilderneſs; 
ſo all the invaluable, virtual waters of life, and 
ſtreams of Divine grace from Jeſus, the eter- 
nal Rock or AGEs, run purely in the ſweet 
line of Election- love, unto an ele& world af 
travelling; pilgrims, to ſupply their wants. He 
_gives his children drink out of the great depths 
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of the ancient love of, his eternal mind, the 


everlaſting love of his heart, his precious 


counſels and well- ordered covenant of grace; 
yea, the Rock Chals r, gives his Spouſe and 
Bride to drink out of alt the depths of doc- 
trines and precious promiſes contained in the 
invaluable ſcriptures of inſpiration. The wa- 
ters which guſhed forth from the Rock, I view 
as a lively figure of the ample and boundleſs 
treaſures of grace that are in the Divine Re- 
deemer, which wondrous grace is as free in its 


communication, as it is glorious and rich in its 


nature, and wiſely adapted to the ſtate and con- 


dition of every ſubject of ſpecial favour. O 
my foul, thy wants cannot be more boundleſs 
than the rich and plentiful ſupply of all-ſuffi- 
cient grace in thy all-ſufficient Saviour ! Theſe 
flowing ſtreams of grace will make thy ſoul 
fruitful, and enrich thy mind with ſweet anti- 
cipation of future and never-fading glory. 


Water from the Rock followed 7/rae/ all the 


way through the wilderneſs, even unto goodly 
Gangan; ſo the ſtreaming waters of grace from 
the cliffs of Chriſt's wounded heart, will fol- 
low his church and people through this ſtate 
of trial, till they come to tread in the verge of 
Oo Fordan, 


— 
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Fordan, yea, till they ſhall ſet their feet on 
the bliſsful ſhore of the heavenly Canaan, 


O Chriſt, my Rock, I thirſt to prove 
The flowing ftreams of grace and love; 
My doubting, fearing ſoul revive, 

That I thro boundleſs grace may thrive, 
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The Firſt OBJECT of the FATHER's LOVE, 


CONSTITUTED 


HEAD, SURETY AND REDEEMER or ELECT PERSONS 
AMonGsT MANEIND, 


Love Divine! two comprehenſive words 
In which all goodneſs dwells; from whence 
All mercies ſpring, and freely flow 
To Zion's precious and redeemed ſons, 

Love Divine ! the nature is of God; 
Pure in its ocean, and cryſtal in its ſtreams ; 
Streams muſt be pure which from perfection flow 
To all the choſen ſeed redeem'd with blood. 

Love choſe the Bride, and made the wondrous 

match 
With Chriſt, th' Eternal Son, before the pauſe 
Of time was miſſion'd forth by ſov'reign 
Pow'r from vaſt Eternity. 
O 2 Loves ! 
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Love ! boundleſs Love! and free choſe 
Th' Ele& in Chriſt, th' Eternal Rock, 
The glorious Sun, whoſe bright efulgent rays 
Fill all the heav'aly choir with pure extatic joy. 
Love's act immanent clave the ſacred Rock 
In which the Spouſe betroth'd was hid, 
Bleſt and approv'd, and juſtified in One 
By wiſdom great, and friendſhip all Divine. 
Love view'd the Church before ſhe did exiſt 
In Time, as perfect in her Lord and Bridegroom 
dear 
In Un1on Love, and Righteouſneſs Divine. J 
Love view'd the Bride involv'd by Adam's fin 
In the dark cell of Nature's horrid night, N 
Sunk in the horrid, baneful, dreadful ſea, 
The ſea of ſin; a ſea more lotheſome than 
Black Cidron's brook ; a ſea impure 
In all her ſtreams; her rapid, noxious 
Tide, conveying, death from ſhore to ſhore. 
Love view'd the Spouſe, the Church, 
In all her crimſon dye and ſcarlet ſtains; 
In all her filthineſs, and blood, and fins; 
In all her wretchedneſs and naked ſtate; 
Expos'd to ev'ry foe, pain'd with the 
Scorpions of tormenting guilt, and bound 
In iron chains, in darkneſs to be felt. 


ed © ES. SLRs 5 
A Y x. =" FI BI Wo i hs 


N 4 ＋ 
nne * 8 
N e 


re 
* T T x4 


Love 


A Porm on Divine Love. 213 


Love brought the Saviour dear from 

His imperial throne, to live an unexampl'd 
Life, in ſweet obedience to his Father's laws ; 
Laws all devis'd with Wiſdom that's Divine, 
Which HEPHZI-BAH had broke in inſtances 
As numberleſs as ſands on Indian ſhores. 

Love took the debt, the immenſe, amazing 
- ſum, 

Which HePpazi-Ban did owe to Juſtice pure: 
Whate'er ſhe owes, put that to my account; 
Her Surety, I, will all her debts diſcharge. 
q On me, my Father, let thy veng'ance fall ; 
Thy Son, thy Chriſt, will fully anſwer all 
Thy juſt demands, in guſhing ſtreams of blood 
Upon th' accurſed tree, for her in whom 
My tender heart is bound, to bring her ſafe 
To Eden's bliſsful ſhore. 

Loves ! matchleſs loveand free ! conſpicuous 
Shines in this great myſt'ry, A Chri/t made ſin / 
Made fin for her in whom was his delight 
Before all worlds,—And did he bleed \" 
And bluſh in hallow'd blood, and die, immers'd 3 
In wrath, a curſed death for ſinners vile? | 
And did he bear the pond'rous load of 
All the black, unnumber'd fins of his Elec ? 
And did he anſwer all demands of Law Divine 
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And pure, and bear the fury of vindictive 
Wrath for wretched finful men ? 
O wondrous ! ſtupendous Love! and free ! 
What haft thou done to ſave thy ruin'd 
Bride from fin and ſhame ?—And was 
This Love, this matchleſs Love for me ? 
O Saviour tell, O ſpeak it to my heart 7 
With pow'r Divine, and let me feel "3 
My pardon ſeal'd with blood! So ſhall 43 
I ſweetly fing the ſong that's ever new, 
Compos'd of ancient and unchanging love, 
Which'ſhines thro' guſhing ſtreams of hallow'd 
blood, 
Proclaiming the philanthropy Divine. 


H. E P H Z I- 


HEPHZI-BA H's 
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HE Word of God is the hiſtory of hu- 

man nature, in which the vileneſs of the 
human heart is laid open, as being deſperately 
wicked, and deceitful above all things. 

The Holy Scriptures are gold without droſs, 
and honey without a ſting, which the mouth 
of faith at times ſweetly feeds upon, with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory, 

In all the regenerate there is love to God, 
and ſorrow for fin ; they love JEHovaAH in all 
his glorious PER SONS: — The FATHER is 
loved by them for the perfection of his nature, 
and for the works of creation, providence and 
grace, — The Sox is loved by them for the 
lovelineſs of his glorious perſon, and for his in- 
comparable and matchleſs love in the glorious 
work of Redemption, and for his offices, rela- 
tions and characters.— The HoLy SPIRIT is 
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loved by them in his glorious perſon, in his 
divine and unfruſtrable operations of grace, as 
their Sanctifier and Comforter, 

The great, incomprehenſible Jenov an is 
boundleſs in goodneſs, tremendous in majeſty, 
wonderful in his love, and glorious in holi- 
neſs. 

Chriſt Jeſus was given by the Father for all 
his Elect: for them he was born in the fulneſs 
of time — for them he lived—for them he wept 
for them he prayed—for them he laboured— 
for them he ſuffered ſhame and reproach—for 
them he fulfilled all righteouſneſs—for them 
he was made fin and guilt—for them he was 
made accurſed—for them he died, not a com- 
mon death, but a ſhamefu], painful, ignomi- 
nious death, even the death of the craſs. 
| The ſaints way to glory is through the val- 
ley of tribulation. 


A ſaint, in darkeſt times, prefers God above 
all things. 

A true diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt is zealous to 
worſhip God in his own appointed way. 

All the grand effentials of our ſalvation are 
one precious and glorious chain; likewiſe all 
the ordinances and commands of Jeſus reſpect- 
dhe order of his houſe. 


The 
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The beautiful lily of Grace will feel the 
grieving briar and thorns of fin, while here on 
earth, 

As the tender nurſe watches over all the 
heedleſs ſteps of the child, in order to keep it 
from danger and evil ; ſo doth the Saviour over 
the ſheep and lambs of his flock, to direc their 
ſteps in truth and in righteouſneſs. 

As Juſtice and Mercy are united together in 
forgiveneſs of ſin; ſo ſorrow and joy are min- 
gled together in every child of Gad. 

Every ambaſſador of the Lord Jeſus is im- 
mortal till the work of his miniſtry is finiſhed ; 
ſo it may be juſtly ſaid concerning every elect 


ſoul, that they are truly immortal, till they 


have gone through every providence, affliction 
and trial, laid out for them in ancient ſettle- 
ments. 

Man, under the power of fin, is like the ſea 
under the four winds, raging, foaming, break- 
ing and roaring, venting its rage againſt the 
inaceſſible rocks. 

Man, under the government of corrupted 
nature, is like a veſſel that has loſt her helm, 
which is expoſed to the mercileſs waves of an 
irritated element, | 
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The bleſſedneſs of a faint lies not in this, 
that he is without ſin, but that fin is not im- 
puted to him. 

It is ſaid of the river Euripus, that it flows 
ſeven times a day; ſo the floods, trials and tri- 
dulations of God's children, come flowing in 

upon them from day to day, as long as ever 
they are continued in this low land ftate. 
Many that appear filver unto men, while in 
this time ſtate, will be found by the awful and 
tremendous Judge to be droſs. Saints have 
much droſs in them; yea, they are conftrained 
to acknowledge that they are very droſſy, but 
they are not all droſs; having received gold 
from the Lord tried in the fire. 

The ſublime doctrines of Grace are the foun- 
dation of Chriſtian experience, and true expe- 
rience the foundation of Chriſtian obedience, 

Although Sin and Grace were not born to- 

- gether, and though Sin and Grace ſhall never 
die together; yet while a faint lives in this 
time ftate, they will live together, and will 


ſill be oppoſing and conflicting with each 
other. 


Rebecca was more delighted with the perſon 
of Jaac, than what ſhe was with his earings, 
bracelets, jewels of ſilver and of gold; fo the 


child 
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child of Grace is more delighted with JEsus, 
the Redeemer of his ſou], than what he is with 
his gifts and graces ; yet while he loves the 
object, he rejoiceth in the precious gifts. 

An Arminian never embraces a whole Chriſt ;. 


he can never take up his full and everlaſting 


reſt, ſatisfaction and content in the perſon of 
Chriſt; in his virtual blood and immaculate 
righteouſneſs; in his tranſcendent merits; in 
the enjoyment of the Loxp Jesus CHRIS 


and his finiſhed work. 
Where there is pardon there is no puniſh- 


ment for ſin; and yet the Ele& are chaſtened 
for their iniquities: correction therefore is an 


evidence of the ſoul's union and forgiveneſs. 
One drop of Chriſt's blood was ſufficient for 
the redemption of all mankind; yet Chriſt's 


dlood was ſhed only for the ELE CT, and to 
them only will it be applied. 


The will of a true ſubject of grace is always 
above his power: his will is to be wholly de- 
voted to the Lord, and to ſerve him without 
any interruption; but power is inadequate to 
his will; when the fowls come down upon his 
ſacrifice, his will is to drive them away; but 
this he finds he cannot do, but as power is 


given him from on high, 
The 
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The grace of Faith is that grand inſtrument 
through which all other graces freely flow in 
the veſſels of mercy, appointed to obtain eternal 
ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Times of temptation and dejection are ra- 
ther times and ſeaſons for mourning, watching 
and ſeeking unto God, than for .judging and 
determining our conditions, 

The dove's eye ever looks well in the ſer- 
pent's head; in the true ſaint, the wiſdom of 
the ſerpent, and harmleſſneſs of the dove are 
inſeparable. 

As the ark, after all toſſings, landed ſafely 
on mount Ararat; ſo the church militant, 
though ſhe be afflicted, toſſed with tempeſts, 
and not comforted in the ſea of tribulation, 
ſhall land ſafe on the heavenly Canaan. 

One grape on a vine ſhows that it is a vine, 
and that the vine is not dead; ſo the ſmalleſt 
| ſeed of grace ſheweth that we are vines, and not 
thiſtles or baſe plants, but that there is life in 
the root. 

It was the Father's love in giving Chriſt Je- 
ſus; it is alſo a further diſplay of his love and 
mercy in revealing of him in our hearts. 

It was the Father's love in giving all the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes, and his 

mercy 
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mercy in applying them to our fouls : hence 
Faith has God's free love for' its foundation, 
and his faithfulneſs and mercy for its ſupport 
and conſolation, 

The more precious ſpices are beaten and 
bruiſed, the more aromatic and redolent; ſo the 
more a ſaint is tried and afflicted, the greater 
melody will there be in his prayers and thankſ- 
givings to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

The branch does not bear the root, but the 
root the branch; ſo the ſaint's ſecurity doth not 
ſo much conſiſt in his laying hold on Jeſus, as 
the Redeemer's hold on him. It is true, the 
child in danger taketh hold of his parent, but 
the child's ſafety is the parent's hold of him. 

As the loadſtone draws the iron, though the 
iron cannot draw the loadſtone ; ſo will Chriſt, 
the heavenly loadſtone, draw all his jewels unto 
himſelf. 

Great afflictions, which are the effects of 
Divine love to all the ſaints in the militant ſtate, 
raiſe in them high and ſtrong affections to an 
unchanging Jehovah, who in very faithfulneſs 
chaſtiſes them for their profit, in order that 
tney may be partakers of his holineſs, 

The dying hypocrite will have puniſhment 
without pity, miſery without mercy, ſorrow 

without 
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without ſuccour, crying without compaſſion, 
and torment without end. 

The mariner's compaſs in a rough ſea 
may ſometimes be this way and ſometimes that 
way, yet the point of the compaſs will ſtill be 
northward; ſo although a ſubject of grace may 
find ſinful motions in him, together with ſtrong 
temptations, moving him at times this way and 
that way, yet the bent of his foul will be hea- 
ven-ward and Chriſt- ward. 

There is a precious ſtone called opalum, 
which is faid to have the virtue of all ſtones ; 
— the brightneſs of the carbuncle, the purple 
colout of the amethyſt, and the amiable green- 
neſs of the emerald. But the precious ſtone, 
CarisT Jesus, has every virtue and glory in 
him the brightneſs of God the Father, the 
glory of God the Spirit; yea, all the fulneſs of 
the GopHEAD dwelleth in him bodily. 

Five things we loft in our fall our holy 
image, and become vile ;—our dignity, and 
become - ſlaves ;—our love, and become ene- 
mies; our communion, and become ſtrangers; 
Dur glory, and become wretched and miſer- 
able. 

The fins of all the Ele, paſt, preſent, and 
to come, were charged to, and laid upon the 

| 3 Lord 
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Lord JesUs CHRISTHz—their fins were made 
to meet upon him ;—their ſins were made to 
meet in him 3— their fins ruſhed upon him; — 
their fins were thrown or rolled upon him, and 


bound upon, and puniſhed in him, by the hand 
of Divine Juſtice. 

All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of 
Ged, which glory is the perfection of his Law; 
therefore the breach cannot be made up by any 
creature-obedience ; the ſeverity of God's juſ- 
tice cannot admit of it; for the ſoul that ſinneth, 
the Law ſays, ball ſurely die. 

Our beſt endeavours to keep the Law will 
not be accepted, becauſe of the purity and 
ſtrictneſs of it, as it requireth a full and perfect 
obedience. 

Our obedience to the Law, though ever ſo 
ſincere, cannot be a means of our acceptance 
with God; neither can our duties be accept- 
able, as there is much fin in every duty we 
perform. 
Our beſt endeavours to keep the Law, can 
never remove the guilt of one fin from our 
ſouls, | 

All our workings and ftrivings cannot make 
ſatisfaction to God for one fin committed. 


The 


224 HeenzIi-Ban's CABINAT 


The great trumpet of the Goſpel proclaims 
the glorious year of jubilee, the joyful ſound of 
| pardon and reconciliation through a Saviour's 
blood, and proclaims eternal life, peace, re- 
leaſement from ſin, Satan, death and hell. 

It is ſaid of the cryſtal ſtone, that it hath 


ſuch a virtue in it, that the very touching of 


other ſtones puts a luſtre and beauty upon 


them ; ſuch a precious ſtone is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who puts his own beauty upon all the 
ſtones of the ſpiritual building. 


All ſuch as turn the grace of God into licen- 
tiouſneſs; that becauſe good works are not ap- 


pointed of God to be the condition of their 
Juſtification and ſalvation, will therefore relax 
their diligence; the fault is not in the doc- 
trines of grace, but in the vile corruption of 
their hearts. A real true regenerated ſoul con- 
cludes from grace to duty, and not to carnal 
liberty ; they that do otherwiſe, it is not be- 
cauſe they have known the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, but becauſe they have not drank effec- 
tually into the ſublime DocTRIiNEs of GRACE; 
therefore have never known the truth in righ- 
teouſneſs, nor the power of God. 

The dear children of God will have abund- 
ant reaſon to bleſs their heavenly Father for all 


their 
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theic afliQions, tribulations, and even their in- 
firmitiesz; for by ſuch exerciſes and feeling 
diſcoveries, they 42 to know the pregiouſneſs | 
of many invaluable portions of the word of 
truth, | | 
The hypocrite always expreffes more than 
he ſeels, but the true pepitent always feels more- 
than what he is capable of exprefling. 

At times it ſeemeth in our apprebenſions, as 
if our covenant-Father had forgotten us, and 
as if his promiſe failed; but though the Lord 
may forſake us in point of viſion, yet he never 
forſakeg us in point of union; deſertion is not a 
diſinheritance. 

The violet flower grows low, and covers it- 
ſelf with its own leaves, and yet of all flowers 
it yields the moſt fragrant ſmell ; ſo the violet or 
ſuhject of grace grows low, and is clothed with 
humility, and fits at the feet of Jeſus; but at 
the ſame time is 8 flower that yields the moſt 
pleaſant ſmell to the dear Redeemer, 

There may be many changes in a ſinner, 
without a divine or ſaving change ;—a moral 
change—a partial change—a formal change— 
an hypocritical change; but the ſaving change 
is a ſpiritual change, and that only conflitutes 
the ſaint, 

P The 
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| The. non-ele& are like a ſandy deſart on 

which dews and ſhowers of rain deſcend, bur 

| they produce nothing, their heart remaining 
| hard and obdurate. 

Flowers ſmell ſweeteſt after benign ſhowers; 
vines bear the better for bleeding; ſo do the 
people of God by all aMiQive providences and 
tribulations: Manaſſeh's chain was of far 
greater uſe to him than his crown; and Paul's 
thorn than his ſeat at the feet of Gamallel. 

Juſtification before time was an immanent 
act of Divine ſovereignty, according to the 
good pleaſure of Jehovah's will : Juſtification 
in time is an acquittal from condemnation in 
the forgiveneſs of ſin. The efficient cauſe of | 
our Juſtification is glorious grace; the merito-= | 
rious cauſe, the blood and righteoufneſs of the 
dear Redeemer ; the inſtrumental cauſe, that 
faith which is of the operation of the HoLy 
Gos r, called the faith of God's ele; decla- 
rative juſtification good fruits; By their fruits 
Hall ye know them. 


Pſalm xxxvi. 9. For with thee is the Fountain 
of Lie. 
Fountain of Life and Spring of Love, 
O raiſe my heart to things above, 


To things which are Divine; 
To 
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To contemplate-thy matchleſs grace, 


Thy pleading blood and righteouſneſs, 


Thro' which my ſoul is thine, .. 


Pſalm exix. 94. I am thine. 


Thine by bonds of ancient love, 
In union that can ne'er diſſolve, 
Inlaid in Jeſus heart; 
Set as a ſeal upon his breaſt, 
And with eternal friendſhip bleſt, 
We two can never part. 


8 John xvii. 22. That they may be ene. 


Before the ſhining of yon ſun, 

The Bridegroom and the Bride were one 
In ancient union love: 

Her portion grace he did poſſeſe, 

And vie w'd her in his righteouſneſs, 
A virgin ſpotleſs dove. 


Pſa). xl 3. And hath put a new ſong in my mouth, 


Angels aſſiſt me while I ſing 
The praiſes of my Saviour King, 
For love ſo wond'rous great! 
I thirſt to feel th' extatic flame 
That glows in you to Jeſus' name, 
While you his praiſe repeat, 
PA Pſalm 
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Pfalm ct. 6. Praiſe the Lord. 


Had I ten thouſand tongues they all ſhould be 


Employ'd in ſongs of praiſe, my God, to Thee; 
To Thee whole bouridleſs love has broke my heart, 
And heal'd with blooddivine my woundsand ſmart, 


Praiſe, flow for ever, ardent, cordial, high, | 

Since love, thro? ſtreaming blood, has brought me 
nigh, 

Nigh to the heart of him who pleads for me above, 

His fragrant ſacrifice and bleeding love. 


From earthly objects may I ever ſoar 

With ardent wiſh to love thee more and more 
May all within me feel the loving flame, 

So ſhall I fing the ſweets of Jeſus' name. 


A POEM 
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Rovipence ! O wondrous word ! how 
Comprehenfive, how little underſtood !* 
By few believ'd; a Providence in all 
By few receiv'd. 
PROVIůùͥENCR! thou great myſterious, yet 


1 hand, which turns and works 


Thro' all, meanders, inviſible to 
Mortal eye, in millions of contraſted 
Ways to man, yet working right to 


Bring to paſs whatee' er was decreed, 


DECREED was all which has and will 
Tranſpite in time amongſt the ſons 


Of men: DERCR EE permiſſive ſuffers 


Nature's wheels to turn contraſted with unhal- 
low'd fire: 

DECREE of pleaſure overrules the ill 

To bring about his pleaſurable will. 


Theſe truths, digeſted in a righteous way, 


Prove like an anchor to each toſſed ſoul, 


In gloomy hours, and dark diſtreſſing nights. 


23 ALL 
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ALL THINGS SHALL WORK, and now 
Working are, by ſov'reign pow'r, to bring 
Real good to all the ſons of God 


Renew'd by grace, and waſſid in virtual blood. 
To view the fourth, or third, or 


Second cauſe, abſtracted. from the firſt, 

Ingulphs all human thought. All cauſes 

On their firſt great Cauſe.depend, devolving 

Round to bring the claudleſs day to HERZ I- 
BAH. 

Then ſhall ſhe ſee that all her throws and 

Pains deſigned were to bring her to her reſt; 

That all her briny ſorrows, trials, ſharp and long, 

Were well deſign'd, and wiſely tim'd - 

To wean her heart fromearth's pernicious breaſts, 

And realize to her that ſweet and balmy truth, 

A Providence in all ! 

To bring to paſs the glorious end in view, 

The GLORY ULTIMATE of the Saviour's Bride, 

To which ſhe was ordain'd, ordain'd to ſound 

The higheſt notes in heav'n, to ſing 

The victories of a Saviour's blood, 

And his unbounded love. 
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EMELLAH and UANDER's 
MORNING WALK; 
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UAND E R. | 
O BEN vx yon ſprightly lark, juſt frung up 
; From yonder dewy mead; ſee how ſhe cuts the 
Ambient air, and warbles melodious in th' ethereal 
Sky, tranſmitting, from the vaulted arch of heav'n, 
Her pleafant notess Methinks ſhe charms the ear 
Of Contemplation's ſons, who love the verdant 
_ bow'r, 

Or rural grove; or muſing fit beneath the ſpreading 
| oak. 


EMELLAH. 


I view her emblematic of 
The children dear redeem'd with blood Divine: 
The ſoul redeem d, under the gales * with 
lark 


Like wings ſhe ſoars wich ſongs of praiſe, and 
P 4 Warbles 


2 On rus LARKE, 
Warbles with extatic joy and love, the boundleſs 
Theine of rich triumphant GMAC ! a fong that's 


Ever new | a.ſong which none can fing but 
Thoſe redeem'd with blood! The wakeful 


Songſter views the eye of morn, dreſſing her plames, 
Then ſpreads ber pinions wide, and ſweetly ſoars 
On high, in orient litzht. Thus may our ſouls 


Awake and ſoar under the pow'r Divine, to ſing 


aloud 


A Saviour's love! To praiſe his goodneſs and 
His matchleſt pow'r! His boundleſs mercy and 


Unchanging love! His righteouſneſs and all-ſuf- 


ficient 


Grace! His faithfalneſs and efficacious bloed 
His providential care in dangers great! May theſe, 


Uandzt, compoſe our morning hymn of folemn 


praiſe 


| To our omniſcient and unchanging God! 


UANDER. 


Dear EMELLAH, my intelleQual 
And immortal part unite to join with you in praiſe 
For love ſo wondrous great; but ah! how ſoon 
Yon plumy lark has ſpent her utmoſt ſtrength, 
And falls again to mother Earth ;—juſt ſo my ſoul 
Drops fromthe mountof ſweet anticipation, fetter'd 
again 
With earth, and Epkraim-like am bound up in my 
wings *, 
E M EL- 
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EMELLAH. 


Viciſſitudes they, feather'd 
Songſters, know their penſive months and times of 
love, | | 
Since that fad day our Feed'ral + Head by one foul 
act | 
Of fin, ungirded Nature of her ſtaple ftates: + 


+ Belonging to a league or covenant, 


THE 


o 8 E. 


b apa Muſe ſometimes doth ſtretch her plumy 
wings, 

And ſoars with rapture on celeſtial things; 
Enamour'd with that love which is Divine, 

Her theme compos d on precious truths ſublime ; 
Her eye is faith, fix'd on the central Good, 
While ſweet ſhe ſings of righteouſneſs “ and blood; 
Her melting notes all rais'd with hallow'd fire, 
She mingles praiſes with the heav'nly choir 
'Unchanging love f runs thro? the Muſe's ode, 
While loving-kindneſs draws her to her God. 
But ah! how ſoon ſhe drops the wing and mourns, 
And penſive fits, diſtreſs'd with pricking thorns ; 
«Of nature ſtrange alternative from ſoaring joy to 

pain, 


From Tabor's } mount to Mefeck's || hedging in. 


* Pſalm li, 14. T Jer. xxxi. 3. 
1 Matt. xvii, 1. The ancient teachers think that it was 
mount Tabor. 
| Meſech, prolonging, or drawing, or hedging in waters, 
Alſo a country, Pſaim cxx, 5, Ve is me that I ſojourn in Me- 
ſech, &, 
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CHARACTERS 


HEPHZI-BAH, 


XpREsSIVE of the true Church, in whom 

the heavenly Bridegroom delighteth, as 

oa word ſignifieth, mY Pleaſure, or e ern 
are in her. | 


e ũ ml!!! h . 


M ARD ALLAE, 
Paſtor of a Church of :Chriſt ;—a man pre- 
ſerved by the brine of affliction; — an eternal 
debtor to free grace; and was one that had 
been helped to wade- up to the loins! in the ſanc- 
tuary waters, | | 


EMELLAH 


Was under-ſhepherd to a part of Chriſt's little 
Aock, a great monument of mercy ; he had 
been nurſed on the lap of the mother of harlots, 
and had been bronget through unnumbered 


trials. 

PHV U DAL 
Was under-watchman of a Goſpel Church at 
a ſeat of literature, in which place (as it were) 
he fought with the beaſts, like Paul, at Epheſus, 


or bulls of Baſban. | 
UANDER 


j 
| 
: 
j 
i 
j 


236 CHARACTERS. 


UANDER - 

By ocespation had been a ſhepherd, in which 
ſtation his great care and tenderneſs to his 
lambs and ſheep (eſpecially to the ſick and 
weak) was amiable. He had been weighed in 
ſorrows, and greatly aMifted with the thorns 
and hriars of this wilderneſs ;—he was called 
to be a fiber of men. 


| ELDON 
Wat a deascon ef à Ohurch of x Chriſt j — he 
had been deeply humbled under a ſenſe of the 
wileneſs of his nature; an old warrior, had 
-zeodived many a wound, but had been favoured 
with many a virtual plaiſter from Gilead, and 
bad been brought through many a providential 
ſtorm and ſoul- tempeſt. 
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PAGE 19. 
HE Author would not be underſtood as 


if he thought himſelf poſſeſſed with thoſe- 
excellencies which Jacob was bleſſed with, but 
what he means is this, namely, that heis plain- 


in his writing and preaching. 


PAGE 34. 


Chriſt is the true light,. that lightneth every 


man that cometh into the world; that is, with the 


light of reaſon, and the true light that lightneth 


every elect ſoul that cometh into the ſpititual 
world. 
PAGE 57. 


That is, the purity and glory of Chriſt's hu- 
man nature, was hid from the natural eye and 
carnal world, 

Pace 
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Pace 6. 
It is ſaid that the Chriſtians went out of Je- 


ruſalem to a little village, before the Roman 
army ſurrounded the city, and ſo were ſaved 


from thoſe dreadful judgment- ſtorms which 


fell upon the Fews; not but what many of 
God's people have ſuffered and died in public 


calamities, amongſt the ungodly, 


Pace 64. 
Although this wilderneſs-ſtate is a pathleſs 
wilderneſs to the eye of the weary pilgrim, yet 
has God in his wiſdom marked out a path 
through this wilderneſs, and his kind hand of 
providence and eye of love leads them about 
therein, till he brings them to their promiſed 


rele. 
PAGE 67. 


T4 XXi. 24. His breaſts are full of milk, tranſ- 
lated by ſome eminent Hebraicans, the milk-pails 
of the breaſt, CULvERWELL, M.A. Cambridge. 


PAGE 73. 
The corruption of our nature is as old as 
Adam's fin ; but the breakings-out of that le- 


proſy, reſpecting of thee, O finner, has been 
within the compaſs of a few years, 


PAGE 
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PAGE 124. 

Human literature is truly valuable and uſeful 
in its nature and proper place; but to aver it 
to be a neceſſary ingredient for a Goſpel- mi- 
niſtry, cannot be proved from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, 

The Author has frequently made uſe of the 
phraſe IE HOVAH JesUs, Now the word IE“ 
HOVAH conſiſts of ſigns which attend the paſt, 
preſent, and future time: Je, in this name, is 
a note of the time to come; Ho, of the time 
preſent; VA, of the time paſt; therefore may 
be expreſſed thus; He who is, and was, an is 
to come; which is applicable to Chriſt, Rev.i.8, 
Fer. xxiii. 6. 


CHRISTIAN READER, the Author was un- 
der a neceſſity to omit the Dialogues on points 
of Doctrine, and Caſes of Conſcience. He 
alſo intreats thee to grant him a city of refuge 
for every inaccuracy and piece of tuſticity. 
And now may the Lord the Spirit give thee 
underſtanding and comfort in the preceding 
work. 


TRE END. 
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